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Mount Athos, Greece – Autonomous 

Monastic State of the Holy Mountain – 

5x size of Manhattan – 20 Monasteries

For the last 1,000 years, governed 

by a council of Orthodox monks

Greek constitution guarantees 

   “ancient privileged status” 

    of self-governance

Rules strictly enforced:   

No women are permitted to visit

Female animals banned, with the 

occasional exception of cats and 

songbirds too difficult to keep off

Men not baptized into the Orthodox 

faith are discouraged from visiting

Really—not my idea of “HOLY”

I mean, who does the cooking?
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i.e., Protestants are in the MINORITY in Europe 
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Now, President Putin of Russia 

has gone on “pilgrimage” – to help

to show his “devotion”

✓ He REGAINS favor w/ Russian People

✓ Putin arranged for Orthodox Patriarch 

to visit Catholic Pope for 1st time 

since two churches split in A.D. 1054 

✓ Billionaires are funding renovations 

✓ At Putin’s request, respected priest

takes relic on tour of Russia, a belt 

woven of camel hair by Virgin Mary

✓ 3,000,000 bowed and prayed before it, 

the first one being President Putin!

Politics and Church … hmmm 

 Can ex-KGB President be HOLY?

Is catering to Kremlin HOLY?

Aaah … I mean …  

 Holy Politics Batman!
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