
Acts of the Apostles 
October 13, 2024  

Acts 17:23-31 – I even found an altar … to 

an UNKNOWN GOD…. I am going to 

   proclaim to you.  “The God who made 

the world … Lord of heaven & earth….  

31 For he has set a DAY when he will 

judge the world…. He has given proof 

of this … by raising him from the dead.” Reconstruction of the Acropolis  

of Athens, Greece, 1846 by  

Leo von Klenze (1784-1864) 

Remnants of Parthenon on top of 

Acropolis in Athens, Greece 

   chapters 

 13a  I’ve Been Everywhere 

 13b The Old Rugged Cross 

 14 Eye of the Tiger 

 15a Amazing Grace 

 16 Free at Last 

 17 How Great Thou Art 
 18 Together 

 19 Motives 

20-21 Commit 

 22 Witness 

 26 Respond 

 27 Trust  



Paul’s Missionary Journeys 
                Chapter   Title    Summary 

 Sept 1 13a I’ve Been Everywhere Paul to Paphos on Cyprus & Sorcerer Elymus 

 Sept 8 13b The Old Rugged Cross Paul Gains Ear of Whole City of Pisidian Antioch  

 Sept 15 14 Eye of the Tiger  Paul & Barnabas Divide Iconium, Flee to Lystra & Derbe, 

       – Beaten in Lystra, Flee to Derbe then RETURN 

 Sept 22 15a Amazing Grace Paul & Barnabas to Jerusalem for 1st Church Council 

 Sept 29 15-16 The Wanderer Paul, Silas, & Timothy Thru Macedonia to Philippi 

 Oct 6 16 Free at Last Paul & Crew to Phrygia, Troas, Philippi, Convert Lydia, 

      Paul Frees Slave Girl, Beaten, Jailed, Free to Lydia’s Home 

 Oct 13 17  How Great Thou Art Paul & Silas Thessalonica, Berea, Athens’ Areopagus 

 Oct 20 18 Together Paul to Corinth, Meets Aquila & Priscilla, to Ephesus  

 Oct 27 19 Motives Paul in Ephesus w Big Miracles – Riot x “The Way” 

 Nov 3 20-21 Commit  Paul Hunted Thru Greece, Ephesus, to Jerusalem 

 Nov 10 22-24 Witness Paul—Roman Citizen, Sanhedrin, to Governor Felix 

 Nov 17 25-26 Respond Paul to Festus, Then Paul’s Words Impress Agrippa   

 Nov 24 27-28 Trust Paul’s Storm-Rocking Trip to Rome 
 

Paul comes to the Athens and debates upon Mars Hill … with the 

most intellectually astute of the First Century 
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God Gives in Great Surplus  
Henry Ward Beecher (1813-1887), compiled by unknown 

congregant, Life Thoughts (1858; 333 pp.), 243-244. 

www.Google.com/books/edition/Life_Thoughts/ANYQAAAAYAAJ  

GOD is a being who gives everything  

 but punishment in over measure. 

The whole divine character & administration … 

 is of a being of munificence, of abundance  

  and superabundance.  

“Enough” is a measuring word —  

 a sufficiency & no more; 

   “Enough” is about economy, not profusion. 

  God never deals in this way.   

http://www.google.com/books/edition/Life_Thoughts/ANYQAAAAYAAJ


God Gives in Great Surplus  
Henry Ward Beecher (1813-1887), compiled by unknown 

congregant, Life Thoughts (1858; 333 pp.), 243-244. 

www.Google.com/books/edition/Life_Thoughts/ANYQAAAAYAAJ  

God never deals in this way.   

With him there is always a magnificent overplus. 

 The remotest corner of the globe  

  is full of wonder & beauty.   

The laziest bank in the world, away from towns, 

 where no artists do congregate,  

 upon which no farm laps,  

  where no vines hang their cooling clusters,  

   nor flowers spring,  

   nor grass invites the browsing herd,  

http://www.google.com/books/edition/Life_Thoughts/ANYQAAAAYAAJ


God Gives in Great Surplus  
Henry Ward Beecher (1813-1887), compiled by unknown  

congregant, Life Thoughts (1858; 333 pp.), 243-244. 

www.Google.com/books/edition/Life_Thoughts/ANYQAAAAYAAJ  

nor grass invites the browsing herd,  

 is yet spotted & patched with  

  moss of such exquisite beauty,  

that the painter who in all his life should produce  

 one such thing would be a master in art & 

  immortal in fame…. 

God's least  thought is more prolific 

 than man's greatest abundance. 
 

Acts 17 – Paul to the wisest of the 1st Century 

http://www.google.com/books/edition/Life_Thoughts/ANYQAAAAYAAJ






Apostle Paul, c. 1657 
by Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-69) 

Reconstruction of  

the Acropolis of 

Athens, Greece, 1846 
by Leo von Klenze  

(1784-1864) 

Areopagus 

Aries Hill 

Mars Hill  

Parthenon 



Soon … Apostle Paul enters Athens 

Seat of the most intellectual culture of the Ancient World 

Greek … language of the greatest book—the New Testament 

Art & architecture more confounding than the Pyramids  

Its philosophers founded “philosophy” 

Its playwrights still move today 

Major force in & origin of  

     Western Thought 

Even studied by 

U.S. Founding Fathers … 

Reconstruction of the Acropolis, 1846 
by Leo von Klenze (1784-1864) 



Pythagoras of Samos 

Capitoline Museums, Rome 
Reconstruction of the Acropolis, 1846 

by Leo von Klenze (1784-1864) 



Plato bust, Roman copy  

of bust by Silanion  

for Academia in Athens  

c. 370 B.C. 

Reconstruction of  

the Acropolis, 1846 
by Leo von Klenze (1784-1864) 
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Rome 

Greece 

Hellás 

From Philippi 

to Thessalonica 

to Athens 

perhaps about 350 Miles 

NOW HALF way into 2nd Journey 

4th leg of  

Paul’s 2nd Journey 
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  How Great Thou Art 
    Swedish poem by Carl Gustav Boberg  

        (1859–1940) in Sweden in 1885 

   Trans. into German, then Russian, then a hymn.  

   Trans. Into English by English missionary  

       by Stuart Wesley Keen Hine (1899-1989) 

  O Lord my God!   

   When I in awesome wonder 

  Consider all the works Thy hands hath made. 

   I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 

  Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 



Apostle Paul, c. 1657 
by Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-69) 



Reconstruction of  

the Acropolis, 1846 
by Leo von Klenze (1784-1864) 
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Philippi 

Athens 



Apostle Paul, c. 1657 
by Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-69) 



Apostle Paul, c. 1657 
by Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-69) 

Plato 

427-347 B.C.  

Aristotle 

384-322 B.C. 
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Apostle Paul, c. 1657 
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The Thinker (Le Penseur) bronze sculpture  
by Auguste Rodin (1840-1917) 



Plato bust, Roman copy  

of bust by Silanion  

for Academia in Athens  
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Reconstruction of  
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Athens 



  How Great Thou Art 
      Swedish poem by Carl Gustav Boberg          

          (1859–1940) in Sweden in 1885 

   

    When through the woods  

   and forest glades I wander 

    And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

    When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

     And hear the brook &  

     feel the gentle breeze 



Acropolis of Athens viewed  

from the Hill of Ares 

or Areopagus 

or Mars Hill 





Parthenon on the Acropolis of Athens viewed from the Hill of the Muses 



Bust of Pericles 
Roman copy of  

Greek original from c. 430 BC 

Museo Pio-Clementino, Vatican 

Parthenon on the Acropolis of Athens viewed from the Mars Hill  

or Hill of the Muses or the Areopagus  



Acropolis of Athens viewed from the Hill of the Muses 



Phidias Showing the Frieze of the Parthenon to his Friends, 

1868 painting by Lawrence Alma-Tadema 



Areopagus Hill viewed  

from the Acropolis  

that is,  

viewed from Parthenon 



Areopagus Hill viewed from the 

Acropolis, upon which sits the 

great Parthenon 

 

Here is view from Google Earth 



Areopagus Hill viewed from the Acropolis  

that is, viewed from Parthenon 



Apostle Paul, c. 1657 
by Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-69) 

Areopagus Hill viewed from the Acropolis  

that is, viewed from Parthenon 

Yes, Greeks had their 

Known Unknowns 



Apostle Paul, c. 1657 
by Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-69) 

Little Rock 

Alright 





http://www.hellenicaworld.com/Greece/Science/en/SchoolAthens.html
http://www.hellenicaworld.com/Greece/Science/en/SchoolAthens.html
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for Academia in Athens  

c. 370 B.C. 

Reconstruction of  

the Acropolis, 1846 
by Leo von Klenze (1784-1864) 



Apostle Paul, c. 1657 
by Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-69) 



Apostle Paul, c. 1657 
by Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-69) 



Apostle Paul, c. 1657 
by Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-69) 



   How Great Thou Art 
      Swedish poem by Carl Gustav Boberg  

          (1859–1940) in Sweden in 1885 

 

   When Christ shall come  

  with shout of acclamation 

   And take me home,  

  what joy shall fill my heart! 

   Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 

  And there proclaim,  

  my God, how great Thou art! 
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How Great Thou Art 
Swedish poem by Carl Gustav Boberg  

    (1859–1940) in Sweden in 1885 

   Then sings my soul,  

   my Saviour God, to Thee: 

   How great Thou art,  

   How great Thou art! 


