
Acts of the Apostles
October 20, 2024 

Acts 18:9  – One night the Lord 

       spoke to Paul in a vision: 

 “Do NOT be afraid;  keep on speaking, 

do NOT be silent 

chapters

 13a I’ve Been Everywhere

 13b The Old Rugged Cross

 14 Eye of the Tiger

 15a Amazing Grace

 16 Free at Last

 17 How Great Thou Art

 18 Down on the Corner
 19 Motives

20-21 Commit

 22 Witness

 26 Respond

 27 Trust 

Saint Paul at Ephesus, 1649
by Eustache Le Sueur



Paul’s Missionary Journeys
Chapter   Title    Summary

 Sept 1 13a I’ve Been Everywhere Paul to Paphos on Cyprus & Sorcerer Elymus

 Sept 8 13b The Old Rugged Cross Paul Gains Ear of Whole City of Pisidian Antioch 

 Sept 15 14 Eye of the Tiger Paul Beaten in Lystra, Flee to Derbe then RETURN

 Sept 22 15a Amazing Grace Paul & Barnabas to Jerusalem for 1st Church Council

 Sept 29 15-16 The Wanderer Paul, Silas, & Timothy Thru Macedonia to Philippi

 Oct 6 16 Free at Last Paul & Crew to Phrygia, Troas, Philippi, Convert Lydia,

     Paul Frees Slave Girl, Beaten, Jailed, Free to Lydia’s Home

 Oct 13 17 How Great Thou Art Paul & Silas Thessalonica, Berea, Athens’ Areopagus

 Oct 20 18 Down on the Corner Paul to Corinth, Meets Aquila & Priscilla, to Ephesus 

 Oct 27 19 Motives Paul in Ephesus w Big Miracles – Riot x “The Way”

 Nov 3 20-21 Commit Paul Hunted Thru Greece, Ephesus, to Jerusalem

 Nov 10 22-24 Witness Paul—Roman Citizen, Sanhedrin, to Governor Felix

 Nov 17 25-26 Respond Paul to Festus, Then Paul’s Words Impress Agrippa  

 Nov 24 27-28 Trust Paul’s Storm-Rocking Trip to Rome

Paul comes to the Corinth for almost 2 years …

Read 1 Corinthians for more on Paul’s fire & Corinth’s looseness & needs

And hear Paul’s articulate & delicate devotion to helping them
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Apostle Paul, c. 1657
by Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-69)



2,700+ Miles in ALL

Acts 16 – 18 2nd Journey … Acts 18 is Last Leg

Paul is in 
CORINTH

Paul  sails to Ephesus 200+ Miles

Then to Jerusalem - about 650+ Miles

Then to Damascus & to Antioch - 400 Miles

Acts 18:1-22 - 1,250+ Miles! 

from Corinth to Ephesus 200 miles

to Jerusalem 650 Miles

& back to Antioch 400 Miles



Acts 18:1-4  v 1 After these things [adventures in Athens]

 Paul departed from Athens and came to Corinth; 

2-3 And found a certain Jew named Aquila,

 born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, 

 with his wife Priscilla; 

 because that Claudius [emperor ruled A.D.41-54]

    had commanded ALL Jews to depart from Rome….   

because Paul was a tentmaker as they were, 

  he stayed and worked with them.

4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, 

 trying to persuade Jews and Greeks

Obvious Now – Paul has the GIFT & FIRE for preaching – anywhere, anytime

L.R. Scarborough (1870-1945) Chair of Evangelism, "Chair of Fire," at Southwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary (SWBTS) is currently held by O.S. Hawkin
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Prominent Temple to Aphrodite, 

  goddess of love 

   on top of Acrocorinth 

– High Corinth 

Apostle Paul, c. 1657
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Prominent Temple to Aphrodite, 

  goddess of love 

   on top of Acrocorinth 

– Hill of Corinth

In Paul’s day, ships were lifted &

   CARRIED across the isthmus  

Corinth

Canal Today

4 Miles Long





Paul recalls them BFF in Romans 16:3-5
3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila 

 my helpers in Christ Jesus: 
4 Who have for my life laid down their

   own necks:  unto whom not only 

 I give thanks, but also all 

 the churches of the Gentiles. 
5 Likewise greet the church that 

 is in their house. 

Paul recalls them BFF in 2 Tim 4:19

 Salute Priscilla and Aquila, and 

 the household of Onesiphorus. 
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Acts 15-18 through Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey

 HARD to even GUESS how many times he preaches

At Corinth – Paul settles in for 1.5 years, almost as

 as the 2 years & 3 months he stays in Ephesus

Acts 18:1-22 implies 100s of messages to the Corinthians

What IS a great sermon?  Of a 1,000,000+ preachers …

Charles H. Spurgeon (1834-1892) is known as 

 “Prince of Preachers” – 63 vols of his Sermons

PLEASE do NOT compare “preachers” – do NOT do that!!

Do NOT say Paul is a “Better” anything than Peter or John

Each has their PLACE – their TIME – their MESSAGES

Still – we want to ask, What IS a great sermon?

Paul – BEST for Corinth in c. A.D. 48 – What did he SAY?



Acts 18:5  When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, 

    Paul devoted himself exclusively to PREACHING, 

 testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah.

Now in Corinth … one of the great Roman transit cities

  What … HOW did Paul Preach?

     What a catalogue, IF we had them

Maybe a few messages 

 WERE like Billy Sunday’s
Apostle Paul, c. 1657
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Acts 15-18 through Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey

Acts 18:1-22 implies 100s of messages before he leaves

What IS a great sermon?  Of a 1,000,000+ preachers …

One almost universally acclaimed message was by 

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) – so influential & young

Widely held as one of America’s greatest theologians,

  playing a large roll in Frist Great Awakening

 swept Britian & 13 Colonies 1730s – 1740s

His 1741 sermon “Sinners in the Hands of Angry God”

Mostly 10 “Considerations” on Torments of HELL

  to win the Lost to Christ 

Monument in Enfield, Connecticut for the

 place Edward preached it



Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) –1741 sermon 

 “Sinners in the Hands of Angry God”

Not an easy read at the start … reprinted over 250 years!
           See copy here:  www.PreciousHeart.net/Edwards-Sinners-1741.pdf  >

< See an original 1845 here: www.Google.com/books/edition/

Sinners_in_the_hands_of_an_angry_God_A_S/aBxdAAAAcAAJ 

Said people “clung” to the pews in fear,

   many “moaning & crying” 
Wrath of God is like great waters that are dammed for the present;

  they increase … rise higher and higher, till an outlet is given … 

Bow of God’s wrath is bent … justice bends the arrow at your heart….

The God that holds you over the pit of hell, much as one holds a spider …

is dreadfully provoked: his wrath towards you burns like fire; 

 he looks upon you as worthy of nothing else, but to be cast into the fire…. 

http://www.preciousheart.net/Edwards-Sinners-1741.pdf
http://www.google.com/books/edition/Sinners_in_the_hands_of_an_angry_God_A_S/aBxdAAAAcAAJ


Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) –1741 sermon 

 “Sinners in the Hands of Angry God”

Said people “clung” to the pews in fear,

   many “moaning & crying” 

He is of purer eyes than to bear to have you in his sight; 

 you are ten thousand times more abominable in his eyes, 

  than the most hateful venomous serpent is in ours. 

You have offended him infinitely more than ever a stubborn rebel …

it is nothing but his hand that holds you from falling into the fire every moment.

… nothing else, that you did not go to hell the last night …  

No other reason to be given, why you have not dropped into hell 

 since you arose in the morning, 

  but that God’s hand has held you up. 
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Acts 18: 5  When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, 

    Paul devoted himself exclusively to P R E A C H I N G , 

 testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah.

6  But when they opposed Paul and became abusive, 

 he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them,

 “Your blood be on your own heads!   

   I am innocent of it.   From now on I go to the Gentiles.”

7  Paul goes next door to Titius Justus…. 

8  Crispus, the synagogue leader, & his entire household

  believed in the Lord; many of the Corinthians who heard Paul

 believed & were baptized.

Corinth – city with 250k citizens & 400k slaves … 12 temples

Temples to Apollo: god of archery, music, oracles – Asclepius: god of healing 

Most prominent Temple to Aphrodite, goddess of love, served by 2,000 prostitutes





Prominent Temple to Aphrodite, 

  goddess of love 

   on top of Acrocorinth 

– High Corinth 
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Prominent Temple to Aphrodite, 

  goddess of love 

   on top of Acrocorinth 

– Hill of Corinth
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