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Exodus 32:11
Moses sought the favor of the 

LORD his God.  “LORD,” he said, 
“why should your anger burn against your 

people,  whom you brought out of Egypt 

with great power and a mighty hand?”

Adoration of the 
Golden Calf, c. 1634

oil on canvas by 
Nicolas Poussin (1594-1665)



Fellowship Class Christmas Party 2024



20 Ten Commandments

 21-23 Covenant Laws

 24 Covenant Confirmation – 

   Moses 40 Days & Nights

 25-31 Moses & Tabernacle Details

 32 Golden Calf, Moses Smashes

    Two Tablets – Kills Rebels

 33 God Threatens – then Moses Prays for Mercy

   Moses Sees God’s Glory as God Passes Cliff

 34 2nd Two Tablets & Covenant Renewal

   Moses 40 Days & Nights – Moses’ Radiance 

 35-39 Tabernacle Parts Built & Prepared        

 40 Tabernacle Completed & Dedicated
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oil on canvas by 
Nicolas Poussin (1594-1665)



This SAD story … reflects rejection

   Worst rejection imaginable

Yet this sad story also reflects

    Longing, Loving Loyalty of God

Kind of reminds me of an old … 

   Elvis Presley song

       "Kentucky Rain" – a 1970 hit 

Written by Eddie Rabbitt

 & Dick Heard 

Ronnie Milsap on piano

As sad & good as the song  was

Never made #1 in America



Seven lonely days 

 And a dozen towns ago

I reached out one night 

 And you were gone

Don't know why you'd run,

  What you're running to or from

All I know is I want to 

  br ing you home

So I'm walking in the rain, 

 Thumbing for a ride

 On this lonely Kentucky backroad



I forgot about these verses & corrected previous lesson

Basic reading of Exodus 20-23, then

 Exodus 24 confirms the Covenant Law 

APPEARS  that by Ex 32 that Two Tablets

     contained 20-23 or 20-31 … appears

Yet, Moses clarifies “TEN” in certain terms

  WHOLE of Exodus 20:1-17 or Deut 5:1-17 is the Ten Commandments

Exodus 34:28 Moses … with Lord 40 Days & 40 Nights without eating  

   bread or drinking water. And He—God—wrote on the tablets the

    words of the COVENANT—the Ten Commandments.

Hebrew terms translated in “Ten Commandments” occur 3x

Ex 34:28  ~  Deut 4:13  ~  Deut 10:4  
Exact term “Commandments” in 3x above is also 135x as “WORDS” etc.

2nd

SET 



In the Covenant Confirmation Ex 24:12 

  “Law & Commandments” …

LAW – 2x  Ex 24:12 & 2 Kings 17:37 

 217x root “Torah” uses, 34 variants, 

 45x in one variant as in “Law” on forehead & “Book of Law”

   ROOT “Torah” means “to throw, to direct” 

Commandments – 3x Ex 24:12, 2 Kings 17:37, 2 Chron 14:4

     i.e., 3x in this variant with “Law” … 181x uses, 33 root variants

 33 root variants almost ALL also translated Commandments

ROOT “Mitswah” International Bible Encyclopedia said Mitswah

      “Charge laid upon men as the expression of God's will, 

          and therefore that it must be obeyed.”



In the Covenant Confirmation Ex 24:12 

  “Law & Commandments” …

Commandments TODAY?  English?

✓ NORAD Central COMMAND

✓ Commander  of an Army Base, Colonel or General

✓ General gives COMMANDS to his Colonels & Majors

✓ Majors give COMMANDS to their troops

✓ All are under the COMMANDER  in Chief

✓ COMMAND is an “order” on steroids – Do  i t  NOW!

✓ COMMAND is an “order” if disobeyed has BIG consequences



In the Covenant Confirmation Ex 24:12 

  “Law & Commandments” … 

   root for Commandments appears 178x 

DIFFERENT term for “Commandments” 

         is used in Exodus 34:28

Exodus 34:28 Moses … with Lord 40 Days & 40 Nights without eating  

   bread or drinking water. And He—God—wrote on the tablets the

    words of the COVENANT—the Ten Commandments.

Exodus 34:28 exact word “Commandments” is used 138x …

i.e., of the 138x the exact word used, it’s translated 135x as “WORD/s”

  only 3x as “Commandments” in Ex 34:28, Deut 4:13, Deut 10:4

 Moreover, ROOT’s used 1,441x in 80+ variants mostly trans “WORD/s” 



Ex 34:28 COVENANT—the

Ten Commandments – 3x

3x “Commandments” 

   1.  Ex 34:28

   2.  Deut 4:13

   3.  Deut 10:4

Very Word Used above

    “Commandments” 138x 

then translated 

   135x as “WORDS” 

      or similar … 

             LOOK SEE >
Then 1,441x in 80+ variants

     mostly as “WORD/S”



That is, Ex 34:28 COVENANT—

           the Ten Commandments – 3x

“Commandments” appears 138x 

     3x in Ex 34:28, Deut 4:13, Deut 10:4

             135x as “WORDS” or similar– 

Root 1,441x in 80+ variants mostly “WORD/s”

      or as “things,” as in “told all these things,” “matters,” “disputes,” 

So, “Ten Commandments” in Ex 34:28, Deut 4:13, Deut 10:4 can be

 “Ten WORDS” if translated like 135 other times exactly

                                   or “Ten Matters” or “Ten Things Said” 

Don’t worry … not trying to complicate … Just observe that 

English “Commandments” is odd when SAME WORD is translated 

 135 times as “WORDS” or “MATTERS” or something similar 

VERY, VERY

Common word



the Decalogue - Greek of Deca & Logos

Deca – Decameter = 1/10 Meter 

 Decimate = Kill 1/10 or Decathlon = 10 Events

Logos – Biology, Psychology, Theology 

 “Bio” = “Life” & “logy” = “word on / study of”

That famous, formidable passage John 1:1, 

 “in beginning was the Logos / the Word ”

LXX – Septuagint – Jewish translation of O.T. into Greek
   Ptolemy II (285–247 BC) 72 translators—6 from each of Twelve Tribes
How did the LXX translate

   Exodus 34:28 use of Ten Commandments
LXX – Septuagint 72 Jewish scholars c. 240-200 B.C. trans O.T. Hebrew 

δέκα λόγους = Ten Words 



ALSO

In Moses’ final messages, 

Deuteronomy 4:13

He declared to you his covenant, the 

Ten Commandments, which He 

  commanded you to follow & then

  wrote them on Two Stone Tablets.



Moses reminds them of time on Mt. Horeb 

    in Deut. 5:2 then repeats 

         Ten Commandments in 5:6-18 

Deut. 5:22 – Moses wrote:

These are the commandments the

   Lord proclaimed in a loud voice to 

   your whole  assembly there on the mountain from 

 out of the fire, the cloud & the deep darkness; 

 He added nothing more.  He wrote them on 

  TWO STONE TABLETS & gave them to me.

CLEAR referral to—Ex 20:1-17 when God spoke to ALL Israelites

   after which for FEAR they did NOT want to hear from God again



Deuteronomy 9:10

Lord gave me Two Stone Tablets 

inscribed by the finger of God. 

On them were all the Commandments 

the Lord proclaimed to you on 

   the mountain out of the fire.

Clear reference to Exodus 20 – which was 40 years earlier 

Deuteronomy 10:4

Lord wrote on these tablets what he had written before, the

Ten Commandments he had proclaimed to you on 

 the mountain, out of the fire, on the day of the assembly.

Another clear reference to Exodus 20 – 40 years earlier 



Not on 

Public Display

Few points stand out on Ten Commandments

✓ Hebrew word for “word” Ex 20 & Deut 5 was
then as common as our word for “word” today

✓  Our word for “Command” has an elevation

  to it NOT seen by Israel in Moses’ use

  of “Ten Words” in c. 1300 B.C. or 200 B.C.

✓ Two Tablets were written on both sides

✓ Two Tablets were Exodus 20:1-17 or Deut 5:1-17
     1st w Sabbath on Creation & House First on Covet … 

     2nd w Sabbath on Exodus & Wife First on Covet

✓ We do NOT  know precisely WHAT was on the Two Tablets then

✓ “Ten Commandments” posted today NOT be recognized THEN

       for Moses used the most common word for “Word” then

✓ Two Tablets were placed into Ark of Covenant

✓ Ark of the Covenant placed into Holy of Holies  



Moses wrote the most … 

According Mark Morgan

Moses wrote 125,139 words 

in the Bible

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,

Numbers, Deuteronomy, 

& Psalm 90

Bible 611,000 words 

Moses little 

more than 20% 

www.BibleTales.online/gods-communication/ 

http://www.bibletales.online/gods-communication/


Moses was spoken most to by God

According to 

    Mark Morgan

God spoke to 38 people 

    Most only 1x

Moses by far, 

238x of 494x

    for 48.2%

    God, 

  Moses
     and the

Israelites 



I’ve loved yah much too long

 my love's too strong

To let you go, never knowing

        What  went  wrong

Kentucky rain keeps pouring down

And up ahead's another town

 That I'll go walking thru

With the rain in my shoes,

 Searchin ’ for  you

In the cold Kentucky rain,

 In the cold Kentucky rain



✓ End of Ex. 19, God tells Moses to get Aaron

     bring him up on the mountain …

✓ Then Ex 20 gives the Ten Commandments

      20:1-17 Ten Words / Decalogue

✓ Ex 20 given by GOD to ALL on Fire Mountain

✓ THEN, Israelites do NOT want to HEAR GOD

✓
20:22 I have spoken to you from HEAVEN

✓ God tells them to make an altar

21:1 “These are the laws you are to set before them”

Exodus 21–23 on servants, injuries, 

     property, daughter selling, sex, 

     fairness, Sabbath, Three Festivals – 

Exodus 24 Moses tell Israelites ALL God said

✓ Israelites say they will do ALL



Exodus 24 after Israelites say they’ll do ALL

Exodus 24:4 Moses wrote ALL down 

✓ Moses builds altar

✓ Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, 70 SEE God

Exodus 24:12 Lord to Moses, 

“Come up to me on the mountain ….

 I will give you the TABLETS of stone with the 

 Law & Commandments I have written for their instruction.”

✓ Moses goes up the Mountain – 40 Days & 40 Nights 

Exodus 25–31 meticulous details on Tabernacle – VERY Detailed

Exodus 32  Moses descends with TWO TABLETS written by God

✓ Israelites in CHAOS with Golden Calf – SMASHES TABLETS
✓ Moses grounds Golden Calf into powder, 

       Mixed powder in water … forces all to drink



Exodus 32 … TWO TABLETS

  but NOT yet told what is on TABLETS

     just Law & Commandments

Later, in Ex 34 – told Ten Commandments

     either Exodus 20:1-17 or Deut 5:1-17

Ex 32:33 God is going to 

 Blot them OUT of the Book of Life

 v 36 Strikes Israelites with plague

Exodus 33:1-6  God leads all Mt. Horeb

   WHERE?

   Some say Horeb is East Side of Mt Sinai





Exodus 32:33 God is going to 

 Blot them OUT of the Book of Life

 v 36 Strikes Israelites with plague

Ex 33:1-6  God leads all to Mt. Horeb

Ex 33:7-11 “Tent of Meeting” w Cloud over Tent

33:11 Lord would speak to Moses face to face, 

   as one speaks to a friend….

Exodus 33:12-23 – Moses to MEET God

33:19-20  Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness 

  to pass in front of you … 

   “you cannot see my face, for NO ONE may see me and live.” 

Powerful … in a fashion no other mortal has seen 

   What was it like on the Mount of Transfiguration when 

  Christ, Moses, Elijah appeared?



Exodus 34:1-28  New TWO TABLETS 

34:1 Chisel out … come up 34:10 Lord said: 

 “I am making a COVENANT with you. 

34:12-26  The COVENANT ?!?

  similar to Ex 20-23 … much shorter

34:3:1-6  God leads all to Mt. Horeb

34:27  Lord said to Moses, “Write down these

      words, I have made a COVENANT with you and with Israel.”

34:28 Moses … 40 Days & Nights …

 He—God—wrote on the tablets the words of the COVENANT—

   the Ten Commandments or TEN WORDS. 

Exodus 34:29-35  Moses down with TWO TABLETS of COVENANT

 Told all to Israel – Moses Veiled Face for Radiance 

Exodus 35-39  Israel prepares materials for Tabernacle – 

 Exodus 40 Two Tablets go into Ark



Moses, 1513-15, by Michelangelo
Church of San Pietro in Vincoli, Rome

Adoration of the Golden Calf, c. 1634, by Nicolas Poussin (1594-1665)













Statue of Apis in Louvre
13th dynasty, c. 1800-1639 B.C.

Mootastic



Adoration of the Golden Calf, c. 1634
by Nicolas Poussin (1594-1665)



Statue of Apis in Louvre
13th dynasty, c. 1800-1639 B.C.



Statue of Apis in Louvre
13th dynasty, c. 1800-1639 B.C.

Moootastic



Bull head from tomb of Tutankhamun
in the Luxor Museum, Egypt



Mithras killing the bull
c. A.D. 200, in Louvre 



Adoration of the Golden Calf, c. 1634
by Nicolas Poussin (1594-1665)



Showed your photograph

 To some old gray bearded man

Sitting on a bench

 Outside a gen'ral store

They said "Yes, she's been here”

 But their memory wasn't clear

Was it yesterday,

 No, wait the day before















here’s a News Headline





Finally got a ride

 With a preacher man who asked

“Where you bound on such 

   a cold dark afternoon?”

As we drove on thru the rain,

 As he listened, I explained

And he left me with a prayer

 That I'd find YOU
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