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— Strange Bedfellows___

"The degree of civilization in a soc-
tety can be judged by entering its pri-
gong." Dostoevski=--THE HOUSE OF THE DEAD,

When one enters the world of prison
life does not cease. He merely enters
another world, one populated by other
societal castoffs like himself. The pri-
son world is driven by the same forces
that move and govern human behavior in
the free world. Normal human behavior
strives for sex, security, job status,
class prestige, power and a life position
of superiority. Deprived of normal ave-
nues by which to pursue gratification of
these innate needs, inmates create substi-
tute avenues which provide the wvery found-
ation for the society of the imprisoned.
While the prison subculture is an artifi-
cial one - held together by the shared
experience of pain, oppression, guns,
fences, and regimentation - it is still
very much a society, complete with its
own ethic, values, standards, patterns of
perception, language and body expression,
and the expectations, dreams, and hopes
of those existing within it.

A crude, invisible government rules
over the compressed prison society, wield-
ing as much - if not more - influence and
power over the inmates population as the
official administration. It demands and
enforces observance of its societal stand-
ards and expectations either through peer-
pressure or the cut of the knife. This
government consists of a very loose con-
federation of inmate figures of autho-
rity, influence-peddlers, and power-
brokers. In the ultramasculine world of
prison, inmates assume positions of in-
fluence and persuasion, not by popular
election but through sheer force of char-
acter and/or Machiavelian manipulation.
Because of their expertise about prison
operations, ability to influence other

inmates, and willingness to make deci=
sions, they can either create or resolve
problems, depending upon their vested in-
terest. Both inmates and prison admini-
strators depend upon these individuals to
provide leadership and guidance - and the
guality of the leadership and guidance
they provide greatly influence the degree
of peace or violence within the prison
community. As in any society, a govern-
ment is no better or worse than the peo-
ple who run it. Some inmate leaders are
dedicated to the collective interest of
the inmate population while others are
concerned only with self-aggrandizement
and selfish interests.

There are only two kinds of men who be-
come figures of influence in the prison
community and they are defined by the way
they acquire their status. There are the
"natural" leaders, men who rise to posi-
tions of influence and power in the pri-
son subculture because of their sheer
force of character and ability to command
the respect and trust of their fellow in-
mates. The other is the "prison politi-
cian," those who enjoy and engage in the
pursuit of influence and status in the
prison community much the same as politi-
cians anywhere. They are the influence-
peddlers and power-brokers who acquire
and maintain their positions through the
art of manipulation, both of events and
peocple. Traditionally, the prison politi-
cian has always been the intelligent in-
dividual - and, in the old days, they
were easily distinguishable by their neat-
ly-pressed clothes, shined shoes, gift
for gab, and their uncanny ability to
fall into manure and emerge smelling like
a rose. In today's more liberated and sop-
histicated prison community, prison poli-
ticians are a motley crew, ranging from
Superflies to jailhouse lawyers, to wall-
paper pimps, to pseudo-intellectuals, to
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evangelical preachers,
editors.

and even convict

Prison politicians are often regarded
with scorn by lower-line correctiocnal of-
ficers who resent their influencé and
mistakenly view them as “having it too
easy." But that is a popular misconcep-
tion because there is nothing easy about
being a successful prison politician.
They must master and stay atop a caged
world rife with feuding factionalism,
frustrated emotions, seething resentment,
and vested interests. With the ability to
do that, they must then exist and func-

tion, by walking a very fine line, bhet-
ween the conflicting pressures and un-
realistic expectations of two opposing

forces - those of the prison authorities
on one hand, and those of the collective
inmate world on the other. That is no
easy task as they alternately find them-
selves resented and praised by both pri-
son authorities and inmates. Often, they
find themselves pressured intc situations
they would like to have avoided - and al-
ways they must be on guard for "set ups,”
such as a political foe framing them on a
disciplinary infraction to have them re-
moved from circulation or simply feeding
false or misleading information to the
authorities.

Today's prison political arena is a
wide-open ballgame - and the competition
for status, prestige, and influence is
quite fierce. Like their free world coun-
terparts, when prison politicians vie for
position or furtherance of their vested
interests, nothing is sacred and every-
thing is expendable. While prison politi-
cians don't have cigar smoke-filled back-
rooms or Jack Daniels-flavored political
discussions which carve up the communi-
ty's interests, they do meet in places
throughout the prison - from club offices
to rest rooms, to plant the proverbial
political knife in somecne's back, dis-
playing an ability to achieve their ends
with such ease and cunning as to leave
the CIA and KGB flabbergasted and blush-
ing with envy. NHumerous and varied intri-
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ques are acted out as prison politicians
clash in conflicts of principle, tests of
wills, and pursuit of vested interests.
That is the way of power and politics -

everywhere. And the world of prison,
while an artificial society, is a mina-
ture replica of the greater free society

that created and perpetuates it.

ol i e

The Louieiana Legislature is made up
of politicians who are elected to repre-
sent the interests of various distriets a
eroge the state. The legislators, as a
collective whole and through majority
vote, possess the power to enact the laws
governing society and all human endeavor
within it. The legislature 1is also the
fiscal ruler of the state, controlling
its purse-strings. In addition to tending
to all other non-fiscal matters, the leg-
islature meets annually to determine how
the monies of the State Treasury will be
spent, hammering out a budget for the
state government mandating the expendi-
ture of specific amounts of money for
specific purposes. Since there +is only a
Limited amount of money to play with each
year, someone must lose - or saerifice if
you believe in nobility in government -
in order for another to win. Each legisla-
tor has his own personal preferences -
the interests of his constituency and the
vested interests of his campaign money
lenders - to protect and further. Intri-
gues, treachery, Llegal blackmail, pres-
sures, bitter in-fighting, and behind-the
scenes "sweetheart" deals make up the
very fabrie of political life - and every-
thing not nailed down as expendable as
each politieian attempts to garner enough
votes to get their pet projects and self-
serving interests ineluded in the state's
budget. Sometimes the stakes are samall,
but other times they are high, involving
millions of dollars and the fortunss of
various vested interests either rising or
falling on the outcome of the effort
waged. Because of the large money invol-
ved, as well as the <individual legisla-
tor's ability to protect the vested in-
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terests behind him, politicians

political wheeling-and-dealing

convenience, self-interest, and politic

mileage.
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desperately wanted enacted. It was said
that the passage of the veform measures
would save Louisiana employers about $3100
million a year in reduced worker's compen-
sation insurance rates. Organized labor
and the Trial Lawyers' Asgsociation op-
posed the veforms. With the governor's
backing, the business forces had tried to
overrun the opposition and push the re-
form measures through the 1981 regul
legislative session. But the opposition,
led by Senator Sydney Nelson, waged a
piteh batile that killed the legislation
in the final hours of the regular session.
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The business forces cut their losses, re-
grouped to develop strategy, and pushed
for a special session, setting the stage
for a significant political battle.

The spectal session and the looming
political battle on workmen's ecomp held
special significance to Governor Treen.
The first Republican Governor since Recon-
struction days, Treen captured the gover-
nor's mamsion with the backing of the
business commnity and because of a scan-
dalized and splintered Democratie Party.
Folitical observers say the govermor has
been haunted by the ghost of having won
office more on a disenchanted "anti"
Democratic vote than by a "pro-Treen"
vote. And that stalking ghost in a Demo-
cratic-controlled legislature has made
his job an uphill battle. Several polls
have shown that, while the public likes
and respects Treen, they like his guberna-
torial opponent more. Throughout his term
as governor, news reports have ecited
Treen as being indecisive and failing to
provide effective leadership. He has lost
major legislative battles in the past, in-
cluding the workmen's comp fight. Some
business leaders have expressed disen-
chantment with him, with some indicating
they might withdraw their support of him
in his upcoming reelection bid. With the
gubernatorial election only ten months a-
way, and it shaping up as a hotly con-
tested affair, the special session would
be the last real opportunity to secure a
political victory on the workmen's conmp
issue, re-establishing confidence in the
business community and his effectivencss
as a politician. Treen had to deliver and
the key to delivering was, as the Baton
Rouge ENTERPRISE pointed out, to deal
with Senator Nelson, leader of the opposi-
tion forces. The paper quoted one lobby-
ist as saying: "If Treen can Just keep
Sydney Nelson's mouth shut this time, he
will have done his job."

ook e e

The Inmate Welfare Fund is a special
financial trust established years ago at
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the Louisiana State Penitentiary to hold,

invest, manage and spend monies on things

of benefit to the inmate population which

are not provided for in the official pri-

son budget. The money theoretically be-

longs te the general inmate population,
not by virtue of any natural ownership of

it, but in the sense that it does not be-

long to the state and cannot be used for

priscn operations. Revenue for the Fund

comes from a variety of sources - the an-

nual prison rodeo, dividends from invest-

ments, THE ANGOLITE's subscriptions,

Visitors' Identification Cards, confisca-

ted money within the prison, to name a

few. The largest source of revenue, how-

ever, comes from an arrangement with the

plasma firm operating within the prison

whereby the firm pays $1.50 per inmate

donor to the prison for accounting and

bookkeeping services - and everything in

excess of the actual service expenses

must be deposited in the Inmate Welfare

Fund for the exclusive benefit of the in-

mate population. During the fiscal year

ending with June 30, 1982, the Inmate Wel-
far Fund "earned" a total income of

$213,426.26 while, during the same period,
it "spent" $208,984.71. Projected income

and expenditures for the current fiscal

year are expected to be about the same.
While that's far frem the "millions"

that many prisoners popularly believe is

in the fund, it's still a lot of money in

a world where the majority of the inmates

earn only 2% cents an hour for their la-

bors.

The Inmate Welfare Fund is under the
direct supervision of the Warden's Office.
For all of its existence, the management
and expenditure of its funds have been
arbitrarily handled and decided by the
Warden, obviously upon the premise that
he alone knew what was best for the in-
mates. The inmates had no voice or imput
in the matter and, in fact, were told ab-
solutely nothing about the Fund's activi-
ties and expenditures. The inmates natur-
ally assumed the worst - that the "free
folks are ripping us off" - and their sus-
picions were fed by the prison authori-
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ties' secretiveness. Upon Ross Maggio's all of whom have no vote. The prison's
return to Angola as warden, he created an athletic director, Coach Fred Allen, ser-
ll-member Inmate Welfare PFund Advisory ves as chairman and Business Administra-
Committee for the specific purpose of giv~ tor Harvey Grimmer and Assistant Warden

ing the inmates imput into how the money for Rehabilitative Services Mason Green
would be spent. Maggio decreed that re- are a part of the committee to provide in-
quests for expenditures of Inmate Welfare formation, advice, and clarification. An

Fund monies were to be submitted to the inmate, G. Ashanti Witherspoon, serves as
committee for its approval or disapproval. secretary of the committee, maintaining
While Maggio retains veto power over the minutes of the meetings, but he alsc has

committee, it is reportedly rarely used. no vote. Witherspoon describes the commit-
The inmate members of the committee, each tee's members as: "There are strong and
reépresenting a different segment of the weak personalities, all with their own
inmate population and/or a special inter- individual preferences and prejudices and
est group, are appointed by Maggio. The little pet projects - it's a good combina-
membarship of the committee is heavily- tion o©of personalities with individual
weighted with inmates involved in recrea- philosophies, which brings ocut a wvariety

tion because, according to the Warden's of ideas and needs of the prison popula-
Office, the majority of Inmate Welfare tion."

Fund expenditures are for recreational

purposes. The Committee is guided and as- "The committee is fairly conscientious
sisted by three prison departmental heads, about representing the interests of the

=
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inmate population by making sure that the

money is spent for tf

same pretty probing,

e benefit of the in-
mates," Witherspoon continued.

"They a&sk

BVEN

embarra=sing,
priscn officialsz, and
the seszions are no big
deal, there are times whan things can get
pretty heated. Sometimes the members dis-

questions of the
while as a rule

agree and even have some pretty
conflicts. But the only times
really zing is when they've got a
among them in a particular
takes a strong stand on an issue.

fierce
things
leader

situation who

I guess

they're like representatives and politi-
cians anywhere elss."

The Inmate Welfare Fund Advisory Com-
mittee entered the New Year haunted by
the ghost of a behind-the-scenes politi-
cal feud that spilled over during its Dec~
ember mesting, tearing at its gut and re-
maining un-reselved. It began with a seem—
ingly insignificant issue that precipitat-
ed strong opposition among several commit-
tee members. It concerned a small finan-
cial request the prison's Chaplaincy had
made for 50 religious pamphlets, costing
50 cents a piece, and one baptismal gar-
mant, consisting of a pair of rubber
boots and overalls, to be used by the
chaplains during Christian immersial bap-
tisms. Currently, the chaplains wear
their own clothing during such events and
requested the garment to prevent them
Erom getting wet. Cost of the special gar-
ment was 583,

The reguest for the Inmate Welfare
Fund te purchase the items was dinitially
made in November by Senicr Chaplain Jos-
eph Wilson. "I submitted the reguest to
Warden Green, my supervisor, before I
knew the Inmate Welfare Fund Committee
had been established," he told THE ANGO-
LITE. "Warden Green turned it over to War-
den Maggio, who returned it to Warden
Green with a statement that all these matk-
ters should be cleared through the commit-
tee." Green then forwarded the Chap-
lainey's request to Athletic Director
Fred Allen, in his capacity as the commit-
tee's chairman, with instructions that

B
Wy s w s T
KEEP THEM FROM GETTING WET |

SOMETHING TO

the reguest be presented to the next In-
mate Welfare Fund meeting scheduled for
December 7 for the committee's considera-
tion.

The request for the $25 purchase of
the religious pamphlets was first present-
ed to the committee at the December 7
meeting. It ran into immediate opposition
led by Adullah Rauf Amin, Main Prisan
Recreation Department representative, who
expressed the feeling that the Inmate Wel-
fare Fund should not make such purchases
because, if approved, it would open the
door to similar reguests in the future.
Bruce Walker, Camp J's representative,
wanted an explanation as to how a mere 50
pamphlets would serve the interests of
4,600 inmates.

Prentice Robinson, representative for
the religious community's needs, was ask-
ed by Committee Chairman Allen to clarify
the request for the committee. Robinson's
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responsibility is to work with the reli-
gicus organizations and the Chaplaincy in
identifying the needs of the religious
community and present these needs to  the
committee. He was unprepared. "The way it
wag presented, I d4id not have a chance to
have enough insight on it," Robinson ex-
plained to THE ANGOLITE. "I told Chaolain
Wilson that this was the improper way to
do it and that he should have more or
less come to me first. I was caught off
base - I didn't know it was going to be
presented that day." In face of the in-
tense opposition, Robinson did the wise
thing by cutting his losses. "My strategy
was to have it tabled to give me a chance
to better prepare my defense and offense,"
he stated. "I was placed in a defensive

position at that meeting because I went
in unprepared. Wilson later told THE
ANGOLITE that Robinson's lack of pre-
paredness was his own fault. "Prentice
should have been prepared," Wilson told

| THE DECEMBER MEETING

{AMIN IN T-SHIRT AT

THE ANGOLITE. "It was his
to be prepared."

responsibility

Allen then presented the Chaplaincy's
783 request for the baptismal gear to the
committee. That was also hit with instant
opposition, again led by Amin, who cbject-
ed to the use of Inmate Welfare Fund
money being spent for the gear to be used
by a state employee in performance of his
official job. Sensitive to being a Muslim
objecting to a reguest relating to
Christianity, Amin explained his opposi-

tion to the committee: "I don't want any-
ong to get the impression that this is a
Muslim-Christian thing," he said, "be-

causa it's not that. If this was a Muslim
Iman reguesting the Inmate Welfare Fund
to purchase a Kufi Cap, which is part of
his religious dress when he performs his
Kubat on Fridays, I would be against it.
My opposition to this has nothing to do
with religion and I want +to make that

I '1.:"-:'-.'11:!{::::-.-. T AT




STRANGE BEDFELLOWS (Cont.,)

clear."

Amin pointed out to the committee that

a chaplain is a state employee who is

paid to perform specific duties - and one

of them is baptizing inmates. Amin felt

it improper for the Inmate Welfare Fund

to provide the chaplain with clothing nee-
ded in the performance of his official du=-
ties, as much so as it would be to pro-

vide uniforms for security officers in

performance of their official duties. He

opposed on the premise that such clothing

needed by employees should be provided by

the prison budget - not the Inmate Wel-
fare Fund.

Robinson argued for approval of the re-
quest, with Green and Allen also taking
part in the arguments. But Amin would not
relent in his opposition, arguing that
the state should make the purchase. The
committee voted on it, with five members
in favor of approving the request, five
opposing it, and one abstention. Amin had
won. The request was dismissed and return-
ed to Chaplain Wilson. But the issue was
not dead - not by a long shot.

Prentice Robinson is a prison politi-
cian. "I've been in prison politics more
or less since I've been here and I think
I'm one of the more successful ones," he
candidly admitted to THE ANGOLITE. A jail-
house lawyer, Robinson is officially as-
signed to the prison's Law Library and
Paralegal Program, where he assists in-
mates with legal problems and represents
them before the prison's Disciplinary
Court. For a period of several years, he
more or less coordinated the law library
system, maintaining control of the activi-
ties of the legal service program emanat-
ing from the Main Prison. But his grip as
head-honcho has loosened considerably
over the past year, something observers
attribute to Robinson's decreased inter-
est and perhaps desire for greener past-
ures. When the editor of THE EPISTLE, the
prison's religious magazine, was trans-
ferred to Camp H last year, Robinson
moved for and became editor of the maga-
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zine while retaining his position in the
law library.

Exercising his diplomatic skills, Rob-
inson was able to assauge the doubts and
reservations of the religious community
regarding his appointment as editor of
THE EPISTIE. The religionists would have
preferred an editor from their ranks, but
Robinson's rationale that the editor
should come from outside their ranks to
insure impartiality prevailed. Having
just put down the initial rumbling of re-
sentment and learning the mechanics of
the magazine, Robinson had to engage in a
fierce political struggle with George
Evans, associate editor of THE CHALLENGER
and vice-president of Full Gospel Busi-
nessmen organization. Evans, a religion-
ist who wanted to be editor of THE EPIS-
TLE, had done his homework, enlisting the
backing of other prison politicians, in-
cluding Witherspoon and several stalwarts
in VETS Incarcerated, several prison offi-
cial officials, members of the Chaplaincy,
and a2 number of prominent inmate reli-
gious leaders. But Robinson, a veteran
with many battle scars from intense law
library power struggles, managed to beat
back the power-play to oust him, but only
by the skin of his political teeth - and,
in the end, he was forced to accept Evans
as his associate editor. "Prentice is a
strong personality," Witherspoon told THE
MNGOLITE. "He's a fighter, but he's also
a manipulator - he will assess a situa-
tion and see whether he can go in and win
outright, or he will go in with an argu-
ment to see what happens before backing
up. He's a pretty good tactician.™

Later when the religious organizations
complained to Maggio about a lack of re-
presentation on the Inmate Welfare Fund
Advisory Committee, Robinson was appoint-
ed to oblige them. His appointment immedi-
ately drew fire from the religious commun-
ity who questioned his effectiveness to
represent the needs of the religious com-
munity since he didn't come from their
ranks. Petitions were circulated, letters
written, complaints lodged, and meetings
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ROBINSON - HE HAD TO DELIVER

held - all designed to remove
from the committee. But once again the

fox dodged the bullet, beating back the

attempt to oust him from the committee. A

shrewd and perceptive man, Robinson immed-
iately embarked on a campaign to win the
support and trust of the religious commun
ity by clearly demonstrating his sincere
interest in their needs and ability to
represent them. He began to lend his ear
to the religious leaders, listening care-
fully to their needs and desires. While
the request from the Chaplaincy to the
Inmate Welfare Fund was a minor thing to
most observers, it was important to Robin-
son because it presented another opportun=
ity for him to establish his effective

leadership. He could ill-afford to lose

such a minor reguest - not when his posi-

tion and political fortune within the re-

ligious community hinged upon his ability

to deliver. He had to deliver.

Robingon

On a visit to THE ANGOLITE Dffice on

the afternoon of December Inmate Welfare
Fund committee meeting, Maggio casually

remarked: "1 heard that the Muslims team-
ed up and voted down the Christians to-
day." While his remark was casual, Maggio

was apparently concerned about the possi-
bility of religious factionalism on the
committee. Maggio left THE ANGOLITE Of-
fice and went to Major Eddie Hoeker's pi-
fice where he summoned Reobinson te f£ind
cut about the matter. "He asked me, and I
told him that it wasn't a situation like
that," Robinson told THE ANGOLITE, ‘“be-
cause there's only one Muslim on the com-
mittee - and that's Amin. So it couldn't
have been a confrontational situation bet-
ween Christians and Muslims."

Within hours after the committee meet-
ing, a rumor started circulating that
Amin would be fired from the committee be-
cause of opposition to the Chaplaincy's
request. That very afternoon Robinson in-
formed THE ANGOLITE that he had informa-
tion that Amin was going to be removed,
but he refused to divulge whether his in-
formation came from an inmate or a prison
official. Robinson told Amin of the rumor
as did Witherspoon who had also heard the
rumor. It was Amin's first knowledge of
it. The following day Amin asked Allen if
he had heard anything about it and Allen
said he had heard nothing.

Wilson speculates that he first heard
the removal rumor two of three days after
the meeting. "I was told that a decision
had been made to remove Amin from the com-
mittee," he told THE ANGOLITE. "I don't
recall any particular reascn being given
although there may have been some insinua-
tion that it possibly had something to do
with the baptismal request but I can't
say for sure." Wilson added that "I was
told that some of the Muslims - which is
the way it was stated to me - had voted
it down, at least for that particular
meeting, but that it would not be that
way the next meeting; that +the Muslims
would not be stacked against the Christ-
ian request the next time."

Having heard from two

sources after
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the Inmate Welfare Fund meseting that a re-
ligious Muslim/Christian clash had occecur-

red during the meeting and that Amin

would be fired as a result, THE ANGOLITE

immediately began investigating to ascer-

tain what had actually happensed. Amin

couldn't confirm his rumored dismissal

simply because he didn't know. THE ANGO-

LITE requested an official administrative

listing from Green's office of all the in-
mate representatives serving on the com-

mittee. A list, dated December 16, 1982,

showed Amin's nama at the top of it. As-

sistant Warden Peggi Gresham told THE AN-

GOLITE that she had been assured that the

list was current and up to date.

As for the rumor that the Muslims had
teamed up to vote down the Christians,
Amin shook his head sadly, pointing out
that five committee members voted against
the request. "What's so ridicalous about
the rumcr is that I was the only Muslim
there," he told THE ANGOLITE, "so it's
quite cbvicus that four Christians felt
the same way at the time. It had nothing
to do with religion."®

"I can definitely say that this wasn't
Islamic-motivated,” Rasheed Abdul Mumin,
leader of Angola's Muslims, told THE ANGO-
LITE. "It's something that Amin, as an
individuel, saw as not being necessary.
There is nothing in Islam that would moti-
vate him to stop anyone from having some
type of baptismal paraphernalia. Muslims
are taught to uphold other religions, and
we wouldn't fight to stop them from bap-
tizing one another. In Islam, we're
taught to protect other religious rituals.
The things we stand out against, we make
it publicly known - and this is not one
of them."

S5till, the rumored dismissal of Amin
persisted throughout the Christmas Season
and the matter finally came to a head on
January 4, the day of the regularly sche-
duled monthly meeting. Shortly before the
meeting, in early afterncon, &min began
to collect the minutes and records in pre-
paration for the meeting. He saw the call-
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AMIN - HE OPPOSED

out lying on his desk and locked at it.
His name, normally first on thea list, was
not on the callout. Instead, Sam Stark's
name - who is one of the most respected
Christian leaders in the Main Prison -
appeared on the callout. B2Amin turned to
Allen, his work supervisor, and asked if
he had been removed from the committee.
Allen acknowledged that he had been re-
placed.

"Coach Allen told me that about 15 min-
utes before he had locked in his mailbox
and found a letter from Warden Maggio say-
ing I had been replaced," &Amin told THE
ANGOLITE. "I said, '"Wow, that's pretty_
cold.' I asked him if anyone had told him
why I had been replaced, but he said that
nobody told him anything about it. So I
asked him would he ask Warden Maggio if I
had done something wrong - not that he
had to give me a reason, or that there
even has to be a reason, but if I did
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something, at least tell me so I can know
where I'm heading. He told me that he'd
check it cut, but, so far, I haven't
heard anything from anyone."

Like the world of politics anywhere,
the maneuverings of politicians and vest-
ed interests groups are often invisible,
pursued behind-the-scenes away from pub-
lic view and camouflaged with seemingly
good intentions. One only knows something
is up or has gone wrong by the result pro-
duced. In this instance, something had
gone wrong or someone had obwviously pull-
ed the political carpet from beneath
Amin - either for political gain or per-
sonal vengeance.

"I was not involved in the decision,"
Wilson told THE ANGOLITE. "Let me say for
the record that I have no problem with
Abdullah Amin. He and I have always been
on the friendliest of terms. And I have
made no recommendations against him being
on that committee. I have no cbjection to
him being on that committee or any other.

WILSON - NOT INVOLVED IN DECISION

I made no recommendation, period - nor
was 1 even asked for a recommendation."

Robinson also denied having anything
to do with Amin's removal from the commit-
tee. "But I would venture a speculation
that it wasn't because of the opposition
he voiced in regards to the baptismal
equipment because he was not the only one
who voiced opposition to it," he told THE
ANGOLITE. When THE ANGOLITE pointed out
that he was under political pressure as a
representative for the religious commun-
ity to produce results and that he could
ill afford to lese on the baptismal re-
gquests, Rebinson shook his head, disclaim-
ing any involvement in the ouster of Amin
from the committes. "I play politics and
I play pretty good," he said, "and poli-
tics in here are just as they are in the
streets. There's a time to push and a
time to just lay cocl - until wvou get a
chance to push even harder. I was there
to do a job, to be a representative. I do
my job - and I have no quarrel with who
is put on the committee and who is remov-
ed. When I have something to present, I'm
going to present it and I'm going to ar-

gue it - and to the best of my ability,
I'm going to try to get it passed. But,
no, I didn't encourage or have anything

to do with abdullah's removal."”

When guestioned by THE ANGOLITE, Allen
stated that he didn't see Amin's remowal
as being tied to his opposition to the
baptismal equipment. He pointed to anot-
her possibility. "As I told him, I don't
know exactly why," he said, "but I know
he upset one of the administrators at the
last meeting concerning Inmate Welfare
money. But it didn't have anything te 4
with the baptismal request,
how much

He guestiones
the bank
said,
this i= what we have and,
don't tell me we don't have it.' 1
sure that Mr. Grimmer got upset
Amin's implication concerning the amount
of money that was 4in the Inmate Welfare
Fund, upset with the implication that it
wasn't what was actually on paper.”

was in

Business Administrator

maney and the
THE}’;
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Witherspoon recalled the disagreement
between Amin and Business Administrator
Harvey Grimmer. "It was over the finan-
cial statement," he told THE ANGOLITE.
"Mr. Grimmer seemed to become kind of emo-
tional when Amin questioned the amount of
money that was in the account. Mr. Grim—
mer said something about we had $150,000
in bonds or bank statements up there and
Amin questicned that. It was done in soct
of joking way, much the way he guestions
everything, But Mr. Grimmer got highly up-
set about it. Matter of fact, he snatched
up the paperwork. At that point Amin told
him that he was just joking. But Mr, Grim-
mer said, 'No, I'm going to show you.'"

Witherspoon told THE ANGOLITE that
while Amin is a straightforward type of
person and can be diplomatic when he
wants to be, he is sometimes abrasive in
his outspoken manner. "I'd say 'guilty?
to that charge,” Amin admitted to THE AN-
GCLITE. "But not intentionally abrasive,
or abusive - just firm and determined. It
may be abusive to some people because I
am an overly aggressive person - and I am
aware that because of my size and my reli-
gion, some pecple react to me that way.
But most everyone knows that I am an out-
spoken individual, that I generally don't
hold back my feelings."

Steering away from the baptismal issue,
Allen told THE ANGOLITE: "If I had to
speculate, I would say that his person-
ality led to his being removed from the
committee rather than his opposition to
the baptismal request."

While acknowledging that an irreconcil-
able personality clash may have caused
Amin's removal, Witherspoon, who is an
astute analyst of priscn politics, was
not inclined to share Allen's 1line of
thinking. And to cloud the matter even
more, THE AMGOLITE was unable to ascer-
tain what role, if any, Green or Grimmer
played in the removal of Amin from the
committee. At press time, neither man had
responded to THE ANGOLITE's reguests for
interviews.
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ALLEN - A MATTER OF PERSONALITY

The buck always stops with the man at
the top. In this case, Maggio - and he
denied the involvement of any other per-
son in the decision to remove BAmin,
"They had nothing to do with it," Macgio
told THE ANGOLITE, referring to all the
pzople connected with the incident. "No
one told me arything. No one suggested
anything to me. That decision is strictly
on me - I did it. And I don't have anv-
thing personally against Long (Amin). But
I want a balanced representation on the
committee. I don't want it going too far
to either side, but one that kind of re-
presents everycne. I'm trying to manage
this thing soc it works out to the benefit
of all."™

THE ANGOLITE pointed out that Amin was
the only Muslim on the committee. “No,
he's not," Maggio responded, stating that
there were several other Muslims on the
committes.



PAGE 37
STRANGE BEDFELLOWS (Cont.}

THE ANGOLITE pointed out that since he
had not attended the meeting, there
no way for him Lo know what had trans-
spired unless someone who had attended
told him. "I know what happens in those
meetings,™ he replied. "I don't have to
be there - and I knew what had happened
in that one."

wWas

Maggio's initial concern about a possi-
ble religious conflict on the committeas
between Christians and Muslims, as well
as his belief that there were several Mus—
lims on the committee, indicates that
someone at that December meeting obvious-
ly misrepresented the Facts of the situa-
tion to him, apparently Ffor the purpose
of getting him to remove Amin frem the
committes.

As I see it, it was something they
used to get rid of Amin," Mumin tcld 'THE
ANGOLITE. "They had a reason to get him
off the board and this just provided an
oppertunity."

WITHERSPOON - POLITICS WAS MORE LIKE

Whether it was a cagse of Personality
conflict or political manipulation flow-
ing from the clash over the baptismal re-
quest, the matter is still open to specu=
lation - and the truth will probably
never be known. One thing is known - scome-
one at the December meeting deliberately
misrepresented the facts to Maggic, re-
sulting in the removal of Amin. The iden-
tity of that person, or persons, is not
likely to be learned. The matter stands
with the ocfficials viewing Amin's remowval
being attributed to perscnality problems
while the inmates view it as being polit-
ical.

Asked if Amin's removal was political
in nature and & planned effort, Wither-
spoan told THE ANGOLITE: "I think that's
4 very good possibility."

Robinson was more blunt. "Abdullah at-
tacked City Hall and lost. The problem is
that he didn't know how to do it properly.
When you butt your head into a steal wall,
you get a headache. You have +to wait un-
til you find the key instead of running
head-on. You wait, f£ind the key, and
unlock the door - then you walk through.
You don't try to butt the door with your
head and force your way through."

Would Robinson buck City Hall? "Net
head-on," he said. "There's a proper way
to fight City Hall. I fight the proper
way, 'cause I like to win."

EhdkEkkdk

On January 4th the Inmate Welfare Fund
Advisory Committee convened in the Parcle
Board Room for its first meeting of 1983,
Amin was conspicucusly absent, but no one
questioned his absence. There was ne men-
tion of the rumors and behind-the-scenes
that had occurred since their last meet-
ing. The committee was well into the meet-
ing, having already dealt with all old
business, when Prentice Robinson finally
walked in, proud and confident, £resh
from having successfully engineered the
first Christmas concert for inmates in
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protective custody. He immediately launch-
ed into the request for the 50 pamphlets
which had been tabled at the last meeting
conveniently tacking on to it the previ-
ously-dismissed request for the baptismal
garment. The committes members listened
attentively to his argument for approval
of the request. There were no counter ar-
guments - no gquestions, no objections.
The request, which had previously gene-
rated so much opposition and controversy,
was approved unanimously, with one ab-
stention. On the wings of that victory
and in the face of Amin's empty chair,
Robinson graciously solicited the assis-
tance of other representatives in helping
him ascertain the needs of the religious
community in their respective living
areas, so that he could better pursue
their interests.

"To be honest with you, I wasn't sur-
prised by the vote," Amin +told THE ANGO-
LITE in reference to the committee's ap-
proval of the baptismal garment.

Fobinson denied that Amin's removal
from the committee impacted the vote, at-
tributing the victory to his superior pre-
sentation and ability to convince the com-
mittee of the need for the requested
items. "It was just a coincidence,"” he ex-
plained to THE ANGOLITE. “"Like I said, I
play politie=s. I felt it was a good poli-
tical move on my part to have the issue
tabled because my defense wasn't properly
prepared. And when I moved in the next
time, I had a defense and offense ready
and my proposal was presented properly -
and I won. That's the name of the game."

But David Ballard, the only abstaining
vote, disagreed with Fobinson's analysis.
"The infermation that Prentice brought in
was still wvague," he told THE ANGOLITE.
While the other members who had origin-
ally voted against the baptismal request
changed their votes, Ballard didn't. "I
didn't change mine because I {felt the
same way," he said. "I really wasn't con-
vinced that what he was doing was right,
that we should buy this eguipment. T kind

PAGE 3B

of lean toward what Amin said - that
state should provide this eguipment
the church, just like they do for secu-
rity. So rather than vote on this thing
one way or another, I chose to ahstain."

the
for

But the long-rumored and ultimate re-

moval of Amin from the committee did in-
fluence the other members. "Yes, that's
guite obvious," Ballard said.

Amin told THE ANGOLITE that four days

pricr to the meeting Jimmy Miller of Camp
b, who had originally opposed the Chap-
laincy request, informed him that he was
going to vote for it when it came up a-
gain - indicating that at least some of
the members knew that the request would
be resubmitted and that their veote would
have nothing to do with Bobinson's "super-
ior presentation.™

Imin expresses no anger or bitterness

about his removal from the committee. "I

was hurt by the way it happened," he told
"They

THE ANGOLITE. could have done it
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more honestly."™ And he has no regrets.

"That was not the first time I 1lined up
against proposals on the committee, I'm
not ashamed te say. If I don't believe in
something, I'm going to express my belief.
And on more than one occasion, I've more
or less spearheaded opposition against
certain things. That's the reason I was
put there - to vote my conscience. If I
didn't believe that, I probably would
have tried to find some way to get out of
it earlier. From what I understood, if I
recall Warden Maggio's words correctly,

that the money was to be spent according
to our wishes because it's the inmates"

money and I totally agree with that rea-
soning." And despite his removal from the
committee, Amin still agrees with Mag-
gie's rationale for having such a commit-
tee: "I think it's a good idea and serves
4 good purpose.” And he agrees with Sam
Starks being named as his replacement. "I
feel the warden made a good choice."

But while Amin expressed no animosity,
others expressed concern. "The process
where Amin was eliminated for voicing his
opinion, I don't think is fair," Ballard
said. "I was under the impression that
everyone in the room had that choice.
That's what we're there for - to voice
cur opinions. He didn't feel like the re-
quest was right = and he voiced his
opinion. I don't feel he should be punish-
ed in any manner or be removed from the
board for being outspoken. I don't think
that was fair."

Amin's removal does cast an ominous
shadow over the committee, perhaps lessen-
ing some of its independence. The specter
hangs now that convenience will more of-
ten prevail than conscience. One scurce
told THE ANGOLITE that Amin's removal
told every committee member that there's
a price for being straightforward and con-

scientious. "Yes," Ballard admitted to
THE ANGOLITE. “"That's the message."

But while the committee's sense of in-
dependence has been tarnished, there were
some winners emerging from the affair.

AMIN - VOTING HIS CONSCIENCE § LOSING

The replacement of Amin with a widely res-
pected religious leader gives the religi-

cus community two representatives on the

committee. The Chaplaincy got what it

wanted - and, more importantly, Robinson

demonstrated his effectiveness as a reli-

gious representative. He had delivered,

considerably enhancing his political for-

tunes,

On the afterncon of January 4 Chaplain
Wilson learned of the committee's appro-

val of the requested pamphlets and gar-
ment from Robinson. "That's been taken
care of, Chaplain Wilson," he was over-

heard saying in a telephone conversation.
"No problem - everything went smooth,
just perfect."

Two weeks later a summit meeting was
held at the Interfaith Chapel in the Main
Prisen with approximately a dozen inmate

religious leaders from wvariocus units



PAGE 40

STRANGE BEDFELLOWS (Cont.)

men's compensation reforms. Having failed
in previous attempis to get the veforma
through and lagging behind in twe recent
polle for the wupcoming gubermatorial elec-
iion, Treen had to deliver - and the gov-
ernor had done his homework. i

In his address to a joint session of
the Senate and the House, Treen anncunced
that Senator Sydney Nelsom, who had been
the thorn of opposition in the past,
would be the lead author of the gover-
ner's compromise bill. That sent a signal
to all observers that the workmen's comp
legislation indeed had a echance to be
passed; that the governor had come to
play hardball.

What happened to effect Neleon'

change in attitude? Successful pol
ctans rarely allude to behind-the-scenes
Bt

Treen did acknowledge that he h

maneuverings, deals, and batile

"wooing" Nlelson ever gince the defeat of
the workmen's comp issue in the previous

L7

i

legiglature.
] ROBINSON - PLAYING TO WIN &-WINNING TIE.’.E' MORNING ADVOCATE quoted Louisiana
Association of Buesiness and Indusiry Pres-

throughout Angola. Three members of the ZIdent Ed Steimel asg saying that he be-
Chaplaincy also participated. The meeting, [lieved Nelzon's support of the legisla-
called for by Robinson, was reportedly tion would be beneficial because he repre-

for the purpose of facilitating better sgented some of the views held by trial

crganization, representation, and resoclu- lawyers and Iabor on the subject. "I
tion of the needs and desires of the pri- don't think anything is assured, but it
son's religious community. certainly does meant that a major qualifi-

cation (Nelson's oppoeition) that was
Franklin D. Roosevelt once observed: there in the minds of some people 1is wo
“"In politics, nothing happens by accident. longer there," Steimel was reported as
If it happens, you can bet it was planned eaawing.
that way." THE ANGOLITE asked Witherspoocn
that if, in light of everything that had Wnile no one would say the legislation
transpired in the Amin Affair, he agreed a2 ceriain, something was obviously as-
with the FBR statement. He laughed. "Yes, sured sinee it passed the Senate 39-0 and

1 agree with it." sailed through the House with the same
ease. Treen had delivered, considerably

kkkkkhhk enhaneing his political fortunes - and

the governor said it was accomplished

On Janugry dth the Loutsiana Legisla- through 'good preparation” and '"hard

ture conwened in the state capitol for a work."
spectal session called by Covernor Treen,
with a major fight expected over work- oo R



