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7. Most Influential Frankenstein Concoctions—8 1/2 Categories of Critics

Tell me thy company, and I’ll tell thee what thou art. 

Miguel dexe "Cervantes, Miguel de" Cervantes, 1547-1616 
Spanish Playwright and Author of Don Quixote XE "Don Quixote" 
[image: image2.jpg]H





2A.  Best Anti-Masons Occult Character—8 1/2 of Categories of Critics


21. Academic Minority


21.a. William Whalen’s Christianity and American Freemasonry


71.b. Paul A. Fisher’s Behind the Lodge Door and Vatican II Openness


151.c. Cathy Burns’ Masonic and Occult Symbols Illustrated


161.d. Robert Morey’s The Truth About Masons
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191.g. Fellows’ Exposition of the Mysteries, Robinson’s Proofs of a Conspiracy, 
and Lennhoff’s Agents of Hell


201.h. President Jonathan Blanchard’s Freemasonry Illustrated


221.i. Mrs. M. E. DeGeer’s Refutation of Blanchard
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A.  Best Anti-Masons Occult Character—8 1/2 of Categories of Critics
1. Academic Minority

1.a. William Whalen XE "Whalen, William" ’s Christianity and American Freemasonry XE "Christianity and American Freemasonry" 
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ince this is the start of a review and challenge of eight categories of critics and their chief works, and since several of the best are Catholic scholars, let me say that I have a respect for the Catholic faith, deeply engrained, as my beloved mother is Catholic. Similarly, as a Texas prison chaplain for nearly twenty years, I have worked with many Catholic deacons and priests, so I come as a Baptist who loves Catholics and who has many long-standing friends and respectful associations with Catholics, most of whom know I am a Mason.

Let me also say that the following eight categories nearly go from the hardest to the simplest in writing and reading, and nearly from the least to the more entertaining as we progress. Hopefully, a concurrence will be seen and a precedent established.  

First, William Whalen XE "Whalen, William" ’s Christianity and American Freemasonry XE "Christianity and American Freemasonry"  is a potent well-written book by a Catholic and now retired Purdue University XE "Purdue University"  professor of journalism, who wrote it early in his career and then revised it along the way.
 This leads the academic category because he is the only fully tenured university professor to write a substantial piece against Masonry and who is also widely recognized as an authority in comparative world religions.

Hardly worth mentioning, but what one placed on the cover of their book ought to be thought important. Notice the Square and Compasses’ odd configuration where the shadowing indicated all were fused, not allowing any ability to tell which is on top. Fused—it is an inaccurate Masonic symbol. The only version used universally to represent Masonry is with both Compass points above the Square for the Master Mason’s degree with a very clear meaning for centuries with volumes of consistent interpretation (Chap. 1.D.). Like so many, missing both the proper configuration and the honorable character counting meaning of the most ancient and common symbol in Masonry was a bad way to start.

The first half of his book, chapters 1-4 in the first 100 pages, gave a good overview with some unpleasant observations that were nevertheless serious considerations. He included the growth of Catholics in general and some good reasons for the decline in Masonic membership. Also in the first half there were descriptions of the secret degree work that most Masons would recognize, though somewhat skewed and not wholly accurate, and what no good Mason would verify. Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  made the fraternity look quaint and strange, not intentionally we think, for—obviously—someone from outside the fraternity and not inclined to a positive look would naturally find the exposés he relied upon to be very tedious. 

It’s hard to be a good arm-chair explorer.

Nevertheless, Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  was a generous man, a true scholar, who from the view of the Catholic Church gave a clean treatise, without all of the conspiracy hellfire XE "hellfire"  and spook-house tactics XE "spook-house tactics" . He wrote confidently, only footnoting maybe a hundred times; yet those with some mileage in the literature and from his bibliography will see that he could have footnoted several hundred more times. No plagiarism either, none that I could tell, just well-written easy-to-read educated prose from beginning to end. Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  pulled from the best of Masonry, anti-Masonry, Catholicism, and a few secular works and wrote primarily to the Catholic Christian. 

It is the best book against Masonry for Christians that I have found.

In chapter 5, “The Masonic Religion,” his expertise as a Catholic expert in comparative religions showed through, subtitled, Masonry Encompasses All Elements of a Religion of Naturalism XE "Naturalism" . He led off with a hard-to-fight conclusion: “The basic Christian objection to Freemasonry is that the Craft constitutes a religious sect in opposition to the revealed truths of the Gospel.”
 He started there and in a succinct fashion plowed through his proofs of that conclusion—seemed so. I venture to say no one has done better. And worse for Masons, he did the reasonable thing and gave a decent small history in his first four chapters, even though the lights of Masonic honor and moral symbolism did not make the cut. As a good writer and an honest Catholic scholar, the preceding four chapters gave more credibility to his pivotal chapter five on his case for Masonic naturalism.
Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  knew that Masons as a whole did not believe that the fraternity was a religion, so he wisely avoided that. Instead, he gave many of the open-ended and earthly principles of Masonry that he drove toward naturalism. Here was where Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  tripped up, not obviously but innocently I am sure:

Clearly whatever constitutes “that Religion in which all men agree”, it is not Christianity or revealed religion. Masons … believe in the fatherhood of God, the brotherhood of mankind, and the immortality of the soul. These are beliefs that they maintain can be discovered by human reason. The inspiration of the Bible, the unique claims of Jesus Christ XE "Jesus Christ" , and the authority and teaching role of the Church … are “particular opinions” that Freemasons are asked to keep to themselves rather than disturb the brothers in the lodge.

Inside the substantial context of his chapter five, that powerful statement revealed that he had read a load of literature and singled out that crucial concept of “agreement.” Not many find that. Yet, surely, even he knew that it is not disturbing to forsake debate in any gathering, be that a golf course, hunting blind, or a lodge—especially in a lodge. Even he himself avoided many “opinions” in his own church and collegiate gatherings. Still, he did not understand the concept of a “Religion in which all men agree” that is usually stated in the context of a generalization saying in essence that if Masonry be a religion it is one in which all men agree. In a fish bowl, that sentence in Whalen XE "Whalen, William" ’s paragraph is a bit hard to handle, and it is difficult to work around in Whalen XE "Whalen, William" ’s driving of Masonic naturalism XE "Masonic naturalism" . 

Driving his rationale to the end of the chapter, Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  concluded:

In practically every respect, Masonry resembles the mystery religions and as such represents, not Christianity, but a return to paganism. Mackey XE "Mackey, Albert Gallatin"  states that Masonry “is not Christianity, but there is nothing repugnant to the faith of a Christian”. But this is the point: Masonry is admittedly and obviously religious, but it is not Christianity, and this in itself is repugnant to the faith of the Christian.

What can one say? That appeared cogent, at first blush, but the reality is deeper, and deeper even if we forget or exclude that Masonry has never claimed to represent Christianity or any religion. For Whalen XE "Whalen, William" , almost anything religious must also be a religion, a rather typical gambit, and Masonry has so many religious connotations in thousands of pages in its vast literature. Therefore, if one misses character counting throughout Masonry, then Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  offered up the best argument for it being a religion of naturalism in all of the Frankenstein concoctions, except that Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  was more generous and nearly devoid of ridicule. You had to love him.
A respect for the free conscience of the Mason and the prohibition on theological-political debate in the lodge is not a rejection of Christianity—not at all. Debate itself is sort of off limits, for in the lodge the focus is upon what all agree in honor under God, as any may perceive God. The moral symbolism and religious connotations are a means to an end and not directives, the end being decidedly what the conscience of the Mason may perceive. Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  said, 

In keeping with the naturalism XE "naturalism"  of the lodge, no prayers in the Blue Lodges are ever officially offered in the name of Jesus Christ. God, whom Christians have been told to address as our Father, is worshiped as the deistic Great Architect of the Universe.
 

When Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  said that, he swung his criticism of the lodge into a debate on whether or not the lodge was a church service, subtly and perhaps accidentally. But that was easier for a Catholic to perceive than for most Protestants, because of the advanced and sophisticated ritual in Catholicism and the sad loss of most ritual in most of Protestantism. In the Catholic Church, all ritual is a form a worship, and—Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  rightly perceived—a worship takes place in the Masonry ritual too. Only there is a profound difference. In Masonry there is no forced theological interpretation of any kind in any of the ritual, except as the character counting elements are magnified, leaving all—all—of the theological interpretations to the conscience of the Mason. If one misses that dual element of character counting and non-forced theological direction, one cheapens Masonry and even makes Masonry the weakest and weirdest of all the religions on the planet that have lasted for centuries. How so, you ask? Because there is no deep explanation of the religion, not anywhere, except as Christopher Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Robert Lomas have lately conjured in their Hiram Literalist sensationalism that we detailed at the end of this chapter. A few have applied their own religion to Masonry, as Manly Palmer Hall and George Oliver tended to do. See Albert Pike for a series of profound dialogues on character counting in the highest honor without the forcing of any religion on anyone, while still drawing from everywhere and every major faith for elements of character counting.

In this light and in the pursuit of light—and we shall be reminding the reader here and there—a crucial facet of Masonry is that the man comes with his religion into the fraternity. He has to declare a belief in God before he enters. A man should not come to find a religion, and any who made Masonry his religion would be would be perpetually frustrated. That is part of the reason for Masonry being somewhat exclusive, for a retarded XE "retarded"  person or a psychopath XE "psychopath"  cannot grasp that concept of coming with a belief in God, and an atheist has chosen not to. 

With no formal teaching on the afterlife or in-depth study of God, Masonry’s high purposes are made all the more valuable when the man comes already deep in his own faith. If he already takes his religion seriously and has a clear concept of God and immortality, he is more free and unclouded—even a Free-Mason XE "Free-Mason" —to work in the lodge and allow his own perception of God and his own faith’s definitions to be expressed in the working tools and allegories.  

In chapter six, Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  challenged the oaths, but did not deal with the symbolism of the oaths, the seriousness of secrecy, or how he himself was bound by several oaths in the everyday commerce of life. Whether in secular contractual agreements or within the secrets and implied oaths of allegiance in his own home, Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  can hardly challenge his and Masonry’s oaths at the same time.

In chapter seven, he touched on the allied Masonic organizations, taxing the Shriners XE "Shriners"  and not truly appreciating their constituted fun-loving aspects. And if a few Shriners XE "Shriners"  had too much fun on a weekend (or fun an evangelical would find offensive), that should not stain all. If one cannot parody a little, and combine some serious obligations of honor, one will never appreciate the Shriners XE "Shriners" . The fact remains, their fruit in billions of dollars of free care for children should say volumes to their good. Injected into that too, then, is the requirement that a man be a Master Mason first, and thereby schooled in his own faith and respecting the faith of others in a complete freedom of conscience. Trusting a man’s free conscience is not that hard if one has had practice in doing so.

In chapter eight Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  gave the essence of what eight Popes have said, a serious affair for all Catholics, and I hope that this volume of mine would become part of that body of literature that would contribute to the end of the centuries-old vortex XE "vortex"  of attacks and defenses between Catholics and Masons. In chapter nine he outlined the criticism of other Protestant and Eastern Orthodox variants upon Masonry. In chapter ten he outlined Masonry in other countries and wrongly indicated that there were some “Masonic claims” to a one worldwide fraternity, but he rightly showed how the anti-Masonic claims to such were not valid.
 Chapter nine was an interesting, with some bad news not seen elsewhere, and I have little doubt and no inclination to check it out. Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  was that good. 

When people used Masonry for selfish motives, and some have, a lodge tended to drift from its high morals. But because of Masonry’s refined ritual, it is harder for it drift than most other long-standing institutions.

In his final chapter on “The Christian and the Lodge,” he took us down nearly the same road he did in chapter five, only with an artful conclusion. Addressing all Christians, be they Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox, Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  said, 

Nevertheless, the Christian knows that he cannot worship the Triune God XE "Triune God"  on Sunday morning and the Great Architect XE "Great Architect"  on lodge night. He knows he cannot participate in religious worship with non-Christians praying to the G.A.O.T.U. XE "G.A.O.T.U. = Great Architect of the Universe"  [Great Architect of the Universe] and still observe Christ’s command to ask the Father in his name.

To which the Christian Mason asks, Why not? For the Great Architect XE "Great Architect"  is one large part of the Triune God XE "Truine God" ’s job description. Therefore, since any holy book can sit on the altar and since there are other avenues for a more wholesome fellowship today, Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  concluded, that “Christians must respect the decision of others to affiliate … but more and more Christians have come to realize that the Great Architect of the Universe is not the God Jesus taught them to call Our Father.”
 Like so many, Whalen apparently did not ask a Christian Mason.
That conclusion was nice and neat, though it lacked the character counting enterprise of the fraternity as a craft that encourages a man to place his faith, family, and country above the fraternity itself. If any Mason did exchange the Great Architect for the God of his faith—Christian, Catholic, Jew, Muslim, or Buddhist XE "Buddhist" —then that Mason missed the point of Freemasonry and the Lodge activity in general. The Lodge and its best writers, including Albert Mackey XE "Mackey, Albert Gallatin"  and Albert Pike XE "Pike, Albert" , have never limited the Great Architect XE "Great Architect"  or claimed that such was the end of God—never. To the contrary, a Christian Mason sees much more and the fraternity encourages him see more, in and through his own faith outside and inside the Lodge. All is under God. Masonry is about the search for light, not about limiting light and certainly not about limiting God. The Christian Mason sees his Abba Father God XE "Abba Father God"  who sent His Son as Redeemer who is also the Great Architect of the Universe XE "Great Architect of the Universe" . A Christian Mason can see all he wishes to see or has inclination and ability to perceive; only he is not forced to see any theological formation. The Mason is trusted to use his free conscience as he sees fit. 

Whalen XE "Whalen, William"  could have seen that too, if he had wished, but it is understandable why such was harder for him than most, for his schooling in the religions of the world would make it harder for someone so accustomed to the advanced and sophisticated ritual in Catholicism. Furthermore, he was bound to certain tenets of his faith to respect the precedents of several Popes and even to support them. And he did, admirably, and with less rancor than any critic I have seen. Yet, in his 1987 revision, Whalen did not address the 1965 Vatican II XE "Vatican II"  changes that relaxed its stance on Masonry in several ways (seen in next section).

Lastly, being that his book came out in 1958, I have little doubt that many of the more recent critics knew of Whalen’s book and refused to reference it in their new concoctions. Sadly, some critics of Masonry chose not to reference Whalen precisely because he was a Catholic. Out of every three anti-Masons, there is among them—nearly—one or two who is also anti-Catholic. And so the centuries-old vortex XE "vortex"  of attack-defense between good Catholics and Masons will always have some fuel to keep the hate and misunderstanding swirling.
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1.b. Paul A. Fisher’s Behind the Lodge Door and Vatican II Openness
Paul A. Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  appeared honest in his reporting and perhaps innocently stretched or otherwise jumped to his several conclusions. Ironically, though both of his books sought to bolster the old view and the worst arguments against Masonry, he did show the results of Vatican II XE "Vatican II"  in 1965 which evolved the Catholic position to a greater leniency for all. So Fisher created a bit of a pickle for himself, defending the old while having to confess the new. Catholicism has moved past the old era and now supports genuine religious freedom with new vigor as seen in perhaps the best statement on such, Dignitatis Humanae XE "Dignitatis Humanae" , a case based upon the dignity of humankind under God’s revelations.
 

Injury therefore is done to the human person and to the very order established by God for human life, if the free exercise of religion is denied in society, provided just public order is observed.

Now this is extremely important, for Fishe XE "Fisher, Paul A." r challenged in his own book the excellence of his own Catholic Church in this encyclical and at the same time alleged that Masonry had infiltrated the Holy See in its making XE "Holy See" . That was a hard turn by Fisher against the same authorities he sought to defend. The very processes of Vatican II XE "Vatican II"  were by Catholic definition processes led by the will of God: “For the Church is, by the will of Christ, the teacher of the truth.”
  

That 1965 encyclical was where Masonry has been for centuries on liberty, and Masonry’s advocacy of liberty has been a source of conflict for some Catholics, as Fisher gave example. Albert Pike XE "Pike, Albert" ’s 1871 Morals and Dogma XE "Morals and Dogma"  contained many superb examples and rhetoric on liberty and equality.
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Paul A. Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A." ’s Behind the Lodge Door—Church, State, and Freemasonry in America XE "Behind the Lodge Door—Church, State, and Freemasonry in America"  was a substantial piece of criticism that was built upon the likewise substantial work of Professor Edward Cahill XE "Cahill, Edward" .
 I am glad to have gotten it into this revision. It is in the academic category because of its sheer load of sources and coverage. Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  graduated from Notre Dame XE "Notre Dame" , attended the Georgetown University School of Foreign Service XE "Georgetown University School of Foreign Service" , served in the Army Office of Strategic Services XE "Army Office of Strategic Services"  during WWII XE "WWII"  in North Africa XE "North Africa"  and Italy, XE "Italy"  and he was a counterintelligence officer XE "counterintelligence officer"  in Korea XE "Korea" . He spent eight years as a legislative and press aide to Congressman James J. Delaney XE "Delaney, James J."  and then became a Washington, D.C., correspondent for several Catholic magazines, including national Catholic weekly The Wanderer XE "The Wanderer" . 

In Fisher’s smaller and more recent Their God Is the Devil—a Study of Papal Encyclicals and Freemasonry XE "Their God Is the Devil—a Study of Papal Encyclicals and Freemasonry" , he wrote for The American Research Foundation, a Catholic 501(c)(3) XE "501(c)(3)" 

 XE "American Research Foundation" . In the preface, Rev. Patrick A. Magnier XE "Magnier, Patrick A."  introduced:  

In 1829, Pope Pius VIII warned Catholics about the dangers of Freemasonry and other secret societies, “Their law is untruth; their God is the devil; and their cult is turpitude.” That warning was but one of over 200 such Papal condemnations of Freemasonry, a secret fraternity which has waged a relentless war against Christ and His Church for almost three centuries. The urgency of those encyclicals was reaffirmed by the Blessed Virgin Mary on June 3, 1989 when, in locution to Father Stafano Gobbi of Milan, founder of the Marian Movement of Priests, she revealed that the black “beast” in St. John’s Apocalypse is Freemasonry.

Magnier said Fisher was an “unequaled Catholic lay expert” on Masonry and that Fisher’s “magnum opus” Behind the Lodge Door XE "Behind the Lodge Door—Church, State, and Freemasonry in America"  “answered Catholic skeptics” who thought well of Masonry. And Fisher exposed “the origins of secular humanism XE "humanism" .”
 In many ways Fisher’s two books were sisters that worked well together, and without much doubt these two (with Cahill XE "Cahill, Edward"  under arm), Whalen XE "Whalen, William" ’s book, and the old Papal encyclicals XE "Papal encyclicals"  have done more harm to Masonry than any other works. Perhaps more than all of the other critics combined, because the Roman Catholic Church is the largest Christian body on earth, highly respected by billions of good Christians for many centuries, and because their scholarship is of a high caliber.

Yet the fact remains that Masonry is not as condemned by Vatican II XE "Vatican II" , and moreover, the Dignitatis Humanae XE "Dignitatis Humanae"  and the Canon Law XE "Canon Law"  changes of 1983—that Fisher himself pointed out—were an unprecedented support of religious freedom. That is, the most significant problem with Masonry in the old encyclicals was the religion of Masonry, and now we have an invigorating stance on religious liberty by the Holy See. Since Masonry is not a religion and not against Catholicism, there is less reason for Catholic abstinence. Thanks to Fisher, who has reported more bad press on Masonry than any critic, we have that same person revealing his dislike for Catholic openness—an openness that he as a Catholic is obligated to accept since Vatican II XE "Vatican II" . 

Still, the quality of the Catholic work is almost as a rule head and shoulders above most of the many Protestant concoctions, and it is a shame that so many Protestants avoided the Catholic work. Worse, many of the same Protestants against Masonry are found to loathe Catholicism too.

In Behind the Lodge Door XE "Behind the Lodge Door—Church, State, and Freemasonry in America"  and more than anyone, including Whalen above, Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  showed the vortex XE "vortex"  of sorts where several powerful Catholics were against the fraternity and, vice versa, where some Masons have come against the Roman Catholic Church too. The many swirling attack-defenses in this vortex have been very hard to track. No one has portrayed the Catholic side of the fight more thoroughly. But will the vortex ever end? When a Pope issued a decision from the largest religious body on earth, one must pay attention, especially if they were a devote Catholic. The influential in Masonry have defended themselves in many ways, though the need has abated in the last decades. In this vortex, we must not forget, there is no group without its sour apples. Then when people like Salza XE "Salza, John" , Schnoebelen XE "Schnoebelen, William" , and Chick Publications XE "Chick Publications"  (shown below) re-enforce the fight with anti-Catholic fire, the general Catholic-versus-Mason vortex gets refueled yet again.  

Moreover, Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  said he read every issue of the Scottish Rite monthly, New Age XE "New Age" , from 1921 through 1981, which magazine was said to be the “most influential and widely read Masonic publication in the world.”
 Not many can say that!
From his résumé, we see Fisher’s skill as a respected reporter-correspondent, even a kind of calling. He categorized his tonnage of material well. The story was rather hard to follow for someone outside the Catholic Church, for this book is more like a large newspaper, where there are so many articles and something for everyone, yet few would read it from beginning to end. He packed in the quotes, nearly like a machine gun—newspaper, magazine, and book quotes lined up one after the other. Skimming through it, one got a very bad picture of Masonry, and one fault that we will look at more closely was how he all too often used Masonry categorically, though he only had a few characters involved in his news clips of mayhem. That was tantamount to using an abusive congregant or communicant to lambaste all members of the particular faith. Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A." ’s main failure was the assumption throughout that all Masons were controlled by their fraternity from the top down, much like the international Catholic Church. It was doubly wrong to impute that kind of control over Masons for centuries.
Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  loved his church and as a good correspondent kept his eyes open all of his days, and likely kept a file drawer on Masonry most of his days. His travels and insider track in Washington, D.C., crossed paths with Masons most of his life. A good Catholic must pay attention to their Popes. So there is a huge conundrum that Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  missed, innocently I am sure, but serious nevertheless: Masons are encouraged by most authorities like Pike XE "Pike, Albert"  and Mackey XE "Mackey, Albert Gallatin"  and the many Grand Lodge manuals to put their faith, family and country above their fraternity, the conundrum being that Masonry encourages men to submit to their faith first, even to Catholicism should the Mason be a Catholic. 
The worst of all was Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A." ’s allegations of racism. My gosh—the issue of prejudice is among the simplest, though also the most painful. Yet there has never been a religious group free of prejudicial folks, especially in the 1700s and 1800s, but we have come a very long way. The Ku Klux Klan XE "Ku Klux Klan"  quickly turned into a criminal outfit, and Masonry has been opposed to criminality for 1,000+ years. When Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  pointed out Pike’s involvement, although scanty, Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  did not also chronicle how many other Catholic and Protestant Christians had racist leanings in the 1800s and even through the 1900s to the 20th century. Was Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  aware of the Civil Rights Movement XE "Civil Rights Movement"  at all? Certainly he was, as he lived through them. 
Furthermore, when quoting from Pike XE "Pike, Albert" ’s Lectures of the Arya XE "Lectures of the Arya"  on the Aryan race XE "Aryan race" , Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  should have looked closer and given more thought to it. Even so, Pike’s statement that “we owe not one single truth, not one idea in philosophy or religion to the Semitic race is … a fact indisputable, if I read the Veda XE "Veda"  and Zend Avesta XE "Zend Avesta"  aright” is crude.
 Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  implied that Pike had slammed all Semites, but Pike was referring to how he read the Veda, not so much the Semites themselves, which he further defined as several groups pre-dating the Jewish nation.
 Pike’s Lectures of the Arya XE "Lectures of the Arya"  was an anthropological treatise long before the science really came of age, though it was developing at the time Pike wrote, him quoting several specialists. Here, we want to be very careful, but nevertheless ask: Can a Chinese, Japanese, Russian, Arab, Spaniard or Ethiopian be proud of their cultural heritage? Can an Aryan or white person be proud of their cultural heritage without also being hateful? In America, there was a need for the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People XE "National Association for the Advancement of Colored People" , and since the Civil Rights Movement XE "Civil Rights Movement"  we have become more sensitive as whole, I would like to think. But today, it is harder for a white person to be proud of being white in the same manner that a black, brown, or another race can be proud of their cultural heritage; it will likely take some time before we can clear the air on that too. And there are some crazies in all races that will not make progress easy. Certainly, we recognize some traits peculiar to some races, but that does not exclude intelligence in all races any more than such recognition excludes idiots and criminals from all races. Yet, Pike outlined the emigrations of the Aryan race and the traits he felt proud of without any hatred against other races, admittedly short of knowledge on some races, and Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  would have done well to note that.
Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  had a quick eye, including sources from the secular, Masonic, and Masonry’s critics, making this the largest collection of bad press on Masonry. From all I could tell, he quoted accurately everywhere (checking what I could). Yet he frequently jumped to conclusions, or made declarations without clear documentation. He tossed in some really bad press regarding some Masonic ties to several secret societies, like the Know Nothings XE "Know Nothings" , the American Protective Association XE "American Protective Association"  (APA), the Philippine insurrection XE "Philippine insurrection"  (1896), and others throughout, who all were rather hot and made some dishonorable attacks against Catholics.
 He did not mention the Masonic ties to the Lions Club International and many other early fraternal organizations that have retained their honor (a needed study today). Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  glossed over how the relatively few men he named did not and never did represent all Masons and certainly not all of Masonry. 

Furthermore, and over the top, Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  made frequent statements that clearly indicated that Masonry controlled those organizations because a few bad apples were in them. That was the most serious failure and not good reporting, for he did not have the documentation for the actual connection to Masonry, only the terrible reports of a comparably few that were implied to seriously stain the whole of Masonry. Yet, in the profusion, it worked well for him, better than in any other critic’s book.

In his sixty-six pages of endnotes I did not see one Grand Lodge manual or Constitution, or a Scottish Rite ritual, the books used to govern the lodges.
However, straight reporting does not interpret, much less declare or force unsupported sweeping categorical conclusions. There was none of the heavy documentation so characteristic of Professor Leonard W. Levyxe "Levy, Leonard W." and Bishop Thomas J. Curryxe "Curry, Thomas J." in chapter seventeen, Margaret C. Jacob in chapter eighteen, or Professor Steven Bullock XE "Bullock, Steven Conrad"  in chapter twenty supporting their sweeping conclusions in their magisterial volumes. Instead and all too often, Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  gave quotes of dishonorable conduct of a single person or a non-Masonic organization and made them sound like Masonry was totally responsible, even at times as though Masonry was led worldwide like the Catholic Church is led by the Pope from Rome, only Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  just could not isolate the kingpin of Masonry XE "kingpin" . Here are several quotes by Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  indicating a worldwide hierarchical conspiracy that categorically looped all of Masonry into his ring of reporting of isolated bad apples:

Masons dominated the high bench from 1941 to 1871…. the era when traditional Judeo-Christian values were removed from … public schools—and from public life (pp. 1-2).

[Report by Mussolini XE "Mussolini" ’s commission] Freemasonry used its hold upon the machinery of [Italian] Government in favor of purely private interests and ambitions (23).

The general public’s first true insight into Freemasonry … when two books lifted the veil (25) [John Robinson XE "Robinson, John" ’s 1798 Proofs of a Conspiracy Against All the Religions and Governments of Europe … in the Secret Meetings of Free Masons… XE "Proofs of a Conspiracy Against All the Religions and Governments of Europe, Carried on in the Secret Meetings of Free Masons, Illuminati, and Reading Societies"  and Abbé Augusten de Barruel XE "Barruel, Abbé Augusten de" ’s 1798 Memoirs Illustrating the History of Jacobinism XE "Memoirs Illustrating the History of Jacobinism" , 4 volumes, esp. vol. 3—as though the Masonry publications did not matter]. 

The Order enticed into its lodges only those who could be useful (31).

[From Popes, historians, legislatures, and] sixty years of writings … leaves no doubt … the reality of the Masonic conspiracy to destroy Christian civilization (41).

[Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  twisted Pike’s meaning on the people as] a “blind force” (42).

Over and over again, [Pike’s] Morals and Dogma XE "Morals and Dogma"  (MAD XE "MAD" ) emphasizes that Freemasonry is a religion based on the occult Jewish philosophy found in the Kabbalah XE "Kabbalah"  (47).

[Racial] Prejudice (50-54).

A careful reading of Masonic literature will make it evident that the Craft rejects the God of Scriptures (54).

And what happened in France, has happened largely in America [blames Masonry for the removal of prayer and insertion of naturalism in public schools] (54-58).

Masonic Fraternity, an age-old militant enemy of the [Catholic] Church, strongly influenced the secret societies which formed … essentially anti-Catholic edicts upon the nation [USA] (61). 
Most of the [Ku Klux] Klan XE "Ku Klux Klan" ’s major leaders were Freemasons (95) [he lists a few, but does not touch that some Catholics, Baptists, and others were Klan too].

The key to effecting that goal [imposing Kabbalistic Gnosicism XE "Kabbalistic Gnosicism"  upon the nation in public schools] was to sweep aside the reality of history by “interpretation” of the Constitution (134) [in a whopping one-page section “Masonic View of the Religion Clause”].

[The chapters on Klan 87-102, Hugo Black XE "Black, Hugo"  103-122, Masonry fighting the religion clause 123-140, parochial school aid 141-157, and 1947 Everson XE "Everson"  case 159-182 overload Masonry’s influence over individuals who participated].
Masonry’s cosmic battle plan always has massed its primary attack against the Roman Catholic Church (183) [183-202 implying more anti-Catholicism than it proves].
The great advantage of secrecy … is that it permits Masons and their supporters to use no other argument than ridicule to dismiss charges that the Masonic Order subverts Church and State (206) [Challenges secrecy itself, as though no one should have secrets and as though the no church had secret or confidential elements].

The legacy of World War I was the Russian Revolution XE "Russian Revolution"  and the scourge of International Communism XE "International Communism" , both of which had Masonic influence (218).

Freemasonry, Nazism and Fascism (221-224) [Like there is no difference in the reporting and the causing of such news].

Some men gravitate naturally to Freemasonry because of its Gnosticism and commitment to revolution, but the vast majority are attracted … by its external glitter (233).

It must be emphasized that many members of the Fraternity do not disclose their Masonic affiliation (248) [Really now].

The Masonic Fraternity has been working in the military units for many years (251).

We could have included another dozen. In closing, right before he gave some strategies for the public “to neutralize this organization that has led the assault on the Christian religion, and has a long history of involvement in fomenting discord, dissension and revolution,” Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  quoted from Albert Pike on the Mason’s duty to be contented on earth, quoting a selection of six sentences from across pages 138, 140, and 144, a beautiful passage in Pike XE "Pike, Albert" ’s Morals and Dogma XE "Morals and Dogma" . Yet Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  focused upon the last sentence in which Pike said, “The earth, to the Mason, is both the starting place and goal of immortality” which seemed to imply a gross theological tenet of earthly mortality. If Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  had read a couple of sentences after that, he would found Pike saying, “To the lofy-minded, the pure, and the virtuous, this life is the beginning of Heaven, and a part of immortality”—not the end of immortality. Minus Pike’s higher meaning on good work in view of heaven, Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  said Masonry philosophy was “expressed some years later by a leader of another sinister organization,” yes, another sinister organization, quoting Adolph Hitler XE "Hitler, Adolph" ,

We don’t want people who keep one eye on the life in the hereafter. We need free men who feel and know that God is in themselves.

In the end, Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A." ’s book was not an investigative report, but more a litany of reports of bad news, some of it sadly against the Roman Catholic Church. Undoubtedly, there were a few Masons against Catholicism, but not Pike and not the Scottish Rite categorically, and likewise, some of it was a defense from Masonry against attacks in the vortex XE "vortex"  of attack-defenses between Catholics and Masons that is so very hard to track clearly. Where does a tornado come from? Often, the best we can do is clean up afterward, and that is similar to the various vortexes of vehement exchanges that have touched down on the landscape between Catholics and Masons. Some Masons should not have done what they did, just as some Catholics and Protestants should not have done. Who will help end the vortex?
His appendix charted the tenures of the U.S. Supreme Court XE "U.S. Supreme Court" 

 XE "Supreme Court, U.S."  justices that were Masons, and it was a nice piece of work (262-67). 

If anything, this huge collection stands out. Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  also felt the pinch on parochial school funding, but his findings on the Supreme Court did not merit the fuller conspiracy he attempted to imply. The change in school affairs was certainly not an exclusively or even predominantly Masonic affair; the change was vastly more complicated. There were other religions and non-Christians, too, who felt left out of the U.S. Constitution by favor to Catholicism. Yes, government funding of Protestant over Catholic schools is wrong, but so is funding both of those to the exclusion of other denominations and religions in America. Contrary to one of Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A." ’s main gripes, there are many Catholic, Protestant, and non-Christian scholars who feel that Separation of Church and State XE "Separation of Church and State"  was and is an integral part of the religion clause, though many evangelical Christian establishers are fighting that. Regardless, we have grown in our First Amendment freedoms; likewise, we certainly favor Roman Catholic Bishop Thomas J. Curry’sxe "Curry, Thomas J." masterful case on preventing politicians from deciding church doctrine, which we will dig deep into as we progress toward the latter chapters.

A good portion of Fisher’s book argued for church-state coalitions that focused upon favor to the Catholic Church. A large review of Fisher’s work could be constructed that dissected his favor of Catholic control, including that his furor over Masonry was as much a furor over Masonic support of freedom and a furor over the growth of freedom itself. Religious freedom was a challenge for Fisher. 
Though negatively tainted, stretched and even twisted at points, as the last quote by Pike was—and Fisher’s allusion to Hitler was wrong—Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  was unique in the literature in the scope of what he did find. Significantly, each Grand Lodge is absolutely independent from state to state in the USA and from country to country around the world. Though there is a unity in most principles and symbols, especially in character counting, there is no controlling of the man’s conscience or actions from even the Grand Lodge, much less in a worldwide conspiracy that Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  implied in his extensive reporting. Masons are not controlled, and there is no worldwide control as Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A."  implied throughout, and certainly not for centuries. Masons are free men, and like all free men can engage in the political affairs as their conscience directs. Moreover and ironically, Fisher proved that individual Masons were not controlled, with the largest body of research to date on that individuality.

Still, Vatican II, the Dignitatis Humanae XE "Dignitatis Humanae"  and the Canon Law XE "Canon Law"  changes of 1983 are invigorating stances on religious liberty by the Holy See XE "Holy See" . Since Masonry is not a religion, there is even less reason for Catholic abstinence. May this treatise contribute to the end of the tornados of attack-defenses between good people.
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1.c. Cathy Burns XE "Burns, Cathy" ’ Masonic and Occult Symbols Illustrated XE "Masonic and Occult Symbols Illustrated" 
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Cathy Burns XE "Burns, Cathy" ’ Masonic and Occult Symbols Illustrated XE "Masonic and Occult Symbols Illustrated"  consistently used the darkest interpretations, avoiding the good almost all of the time, linking Masonry with the worst of the occult and to other items no one cares about. She co-opted everything she could find. Even the little cereal leprechaun XE "leprechaun"  for Lucky Charms XE "Lucky Charms"  had occult overtones.
 Give me a break! Why did she name her book such? Masonry uses the largest collection of moral symbols, though it is not a religion, and she allowed no distinction in her catalog between Masonry sources and bogus anti-Mason skullduggery XE "skullduggery" . Along with the Mason’s Square and Compasses XE "Square and Compasses"  on the binding and cover of her book, she placed the Muslim Crescent XE "Muslim Crescent" 

 XE "Crescent, Muslim" , the Confucian Yin/Yang XE "Confucian Yin/Yang" 

 XE "Yin/Yang" , the 1960’s peace sign XE "peace sign" , the rabbit’s foot XE "rabbit’s foot" , and the Nazi swastika XE "swastika" 

 XE "Nazi swastika" . Clear spook-house tactics. Yes, a rabbit’s foot XE "rabbit’s foot" ! She gave the appearance of being thorough, but she just intended to scare. How many times did she find phallus connections? That sure was popular. But she left out hundreds of Masonic symbols. She found a lot of phallic XE "phallic"  imagery, but not the Masonic plumb XE "plumb" ; the Thor XE "Thor"  and thunderbolt XE "thunderbolt" , but not the Masonic trowel XE "trowel" . Yet, absent of many symbols used by Masons the world over, she and others think she is an expert on Masonic symbols.

She included the seals of numerous corporations, including several corporate and U.S. departmental seals like those for the U.S. House, the Federal Reserve XE "Federal Reserve" , AMOCO XE "AMOCO" , Peugeot XE "Peugeot" , and sadly enough the Navy SEALs XE "Navy SEALs"  logo. She advertised that there were 728 illustrations XE "728 illustrations" —someone actually counted them! Truly, there is no place this woman can go in the U.S. and not see a pig in every poke XE "pig in every poke" . Though I did not read every concoction and reference, there was no hint anywhere that the modern symbols retained their original Pagan meaning, and there were statements everywhere that made occult connections as though the ancient meaning still had force; that was deceitful, to make occult connections to items not meant to have Pagan connections, like the Lucky Charms XE "Lucky Charms"  leprechaun XE "leprechaun" . That was a shame, for those seeing the devil everywhere must have a miserable life. But if they were in a bind, where their lives were on the line, I would bet they would not turn away a Navy SEAL rescue team. 
Why did she name her book Masonic and Occult Symbols XE "Masonic and Occult Symbols Illustrated" ? Besides the hodge-podge organization that made looking up specific symbols a task, the most grotesque twist was that she gave whole chapters to both the pentagram XE "pentagram"  and the Yin/Yang XE "Yin/Yang" , but only a single page to the Masonic Square and Compasses XE "Square and Compasses" , though—if she had really looked—there was more written about that single Masonic symbol than any of the others to which she gave several pages. Worse, in the chapter on “Masonic and Eastern Star XE "Eastern Star"  Symbols” she placed the swastika XE "swastika" , Nazi paraphernalia, the Minotaur XE "Minotaur" , and, yes, more phallic XE "phallic"  interpretations XE "phallic interpretations" . 
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1.d. Robert Morey’s The Truth About Masons
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Robert A. XE "Morey, Robert A."  Morey’s The Truth about Masons XE "Truth About Masons"  (1993) tried to give a cogent look. Morey used a lot of good sources, but he bought into some of the more articulate Masons’ Universalism XE "Universalism"  which in turn made Masonry a distinctly Universalist XE "Universalist"  religion—for Morey that is. If it has not already been made clear, it is a snap for evangelicals to challenge general Universalism to fellow evangelicals. Morey’s error was that he did not distinguish between the Universalism of his Freemason writers from the authentic and more rooted Masonry principles and virtues in general. There were Christian non-Universalists like Southern Baptist theologian B. H. Carroll XE "Carroll, B. H."  and pastor George W. Truett, and XE "Truett, George W."  Morey would have done better to address them for the evangelical community. 
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1.e. Alva J. McClain XE "McClain, Alva J." ’s Freemasonry and Christianity XE "Freemasonry and Christianity" 
Alva J. McClain XE "McClain, Alva J." ’s (1888-1968) Freemasonry and Christianity XE "Freemasonry and Christianity"  is a sermon by the founder and first president of Grace Theological Seminary XE "Grace Theological Seminary"  while he was the pastor of the First Brethren Church XE "First Brethren Church, Philadelphia"  of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
 We included this tract because of the notoriety of this seminary president. His most significant and apparently only good-sized work was on theology.
 In this tract, he eased out that “some young men of [his] church were being urged by friends to enter the Masonic Lodge,” even though Masons as a rule do not solicit. Nevertheless, McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  decided to check out the fraternity and called the Grand Lodge in Philadelphia XE "Grand Lodge in Philadelphia" , seeking “the highest and most authentic Masonic authority,” narrowing them down to Albert G. Mackey XE "Mackey, Albert Gallatin" ’s Encyclopedia of Freemasonry XE "Encyclopedia of Freemasonry" . He lifted it from the pulpit (apparently) saying, “I have that encyclopedia with me here tonight,” as he outlined Mackey’s prodigious efforts, and then reflected, “During the past four weeks I have gone through the book carefully and have read hundreds of its articles.” He knew nothing when he started, studied for four weeks and while a pastor, then he used his mastery and Mackey and entered the wrestler’s ring with a challenge to the world: “Surely, no Mason can question the fairness of this method.”
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At the start of his sermon, he listed several classic Christian doctrines and asked all present to stand if they agreed, and all did. With Mackey XE "Mackey, Albert Gallatin" ’s volume in hand, from the pulpit and with the microphone in his hand, McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  is ready to throw his opponent against the ring. The first slam was not against Mackey’s book though. After praising Mackey’s scholarship prowess, McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  gave Mackey a close-line throw: “And my admiration increases when I remember the extreme difficulty under which Dr. Mackey was compelled to prepare his encyclopedia…. [a difficulty not encountered by other encyclopedists, and so Mackey] was expected to give to the public the fullest possible exposition of Masonry and at the same time reveal none of its secret work.”
 The crowd seemed to moan in a low unison.

Standing on the ropes, Bible in one hand, McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  declared,

My examination … will be absolutely from the viewpoint of a Christian. I have nothing to say to Masons who are not Christians. If I were not a Christian, I would be undoubtedly be a Mason tonight, as I was preparing to enter when the Lord Jesus saved my soul.

McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  fans waved signs. A few young men turned a little red. McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  shall let Masonry speak for itself from Mackey XE "Mackey, Albert Gallatin" : “by its own words, Freemasonry must stand justified or condemned.”
 Ding—round one was over. 

Round two was McClain XE "McClain, Alva J." ’s best round, that is, for wrestling fans. He ran from his corner and latched onto to a Masonry truth that he flipped over his shoulder. Indeed, Masonry claimed to be a religious institution, yes, it surely did. He quoted Mackey several times. But when the referee turned his back, McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  gave a low blow unseen by the audience. And here, we were not sure if McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  did this intentionally or accidentally—we sincerely did not know. He claimed to use logic, and as a seminary president was certainly acquainted with the formal science, but tripped on his own syllogism and lost a shoe. But that did not faze him, and he appeared oblivious at his own struggle with only one shoe throughout the rest of his fight.

There was no doubt about Masonry being religious. But after quoting Mackey XE "Mackey, Albert Gallatin" , and losing a shoe, McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  changed the rules: “According to its own claims, it is proper to speak of the ‘religion of Freemasonry.’ … Masonry is religious—it teaches religion.”
 While that “fact does not necessarily condemn Freemasonry,” McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  nevertheless set the stage for the rest of the fight. Ding—round two was over.

He stood on the ropes again, and the fans screamed, some standing and waving.  A few young men, acquainted with logic and Mackey XE "Mackey, Albert Gallatin" , traded glances. Not even a magic trick, not even sleight of hand XE "sleight of hand" , no, just a trade—religious turned into religion, and the referee said nothing.
Round three had as much beating of the air as it did fake throws. Since Christianity was the only true religion and since Masonry had a religion, if Masonry is not Christianity—then Masonry was false! There you have it, his knock-out punch. His opponent scripted into dizziness, McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  had him just where he had planned him: “The issue if perfectly clear. The logic XE "logic"  of these propositions cannot be evaded.” Then he taunted his downed opponent, with a sly grin XE "sly grin"  I assume:

Is your religion Christianity or is it not Christianity? ... These are not my words! ... I have not condemned Freemasonry. Freemasonry has condemned itself.

Rounds four and five pummeled more and proved the absoluteness of the Christian faith over the religion of Masonry. It was a classic fight, and very much like all of the scripted television wrestling. The drama was more important than the reality.

This came out in 1929, and George W. Truett XE "Truett, George W."  (1867-1944) had been at the First Baptist Church, Dallas XE "First Baptist Church, Dallas" , for 32 years, making it one the largest—if not largest—Baptist church in the world at the time. McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  knew Truett—every major minister did—and could have called him and a hundred other Christian Mason ministers that knew his language well, if McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  had wanted a straight talk and a fair fight.
What is the religion of Masonry? McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  still did not know and did not care. He avoided how Mackey and others had resolutely and artfully declared it not a religion and not a substitute for a religion, and most importantly how Masonry placed itself below the man’s faith, family and country. With McClain XE "McClain, Alva J." ’s slipshod low-blow syllogism XE "syllogism" , and single-shoed shuffling XE "single-shoed shuffling" , the religious part made Masonry a religion; and since it was not the Christian faith, it was false. That’s it—what he led up to, banked upon, desperately needed, and then afterward pummeled. Furthermore, his expositions on sectarianism were as humorous, but just another beating of the air. 

If Masonry was not a religion, he had no match fight at all.

McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  failed to see how all of the major religions claim exclusive truth, not just Christianity, and how Mackey reflected that. Individual Christian Masons have believed their faith to be the only faith, just Jewish and Muslim Masons would, but they can still meet together and agree that faith itself and love and truth are universal values in spite of their absolute differences. 

McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  could have found that out with a phone call, even on a party line back then at the beginning of phone service. But he was not interested in a fair fight at the start, only his fans, as he said, “I have nothing to say to Masons who are not Christians.” One cannot fight that, and McClain XE "McClain, Alva J."  depended upon that. Yet, if he sincerely and solemnly meant that, then how then does he win anyone to his faith?  
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1.f. Theodore Graebner’s Secret Empire
Missouri Synod Lutheran Church XE "Lutheran Church"  Theologian Theodore Graebner XE "Graebner, Theodore"  (1876-1950) seemed to be the only full-time theology professor who has written substantially against Freemasonry. His The Secret Empire—a Handbook of Lodges XE "Secret Empire—a Handbook of Lodges"  (1927; 243p.) and Is Masonry a Religion?—An Analysis of Freemasonry XE "Is Masonry a Religion?—An Analysis of Freemasonry"  (1946; 79p.) have defined for the Lutheran church their stand. Unlike most critics, Greabner has written substantially in several theological areas.
 His Is Masonry a Religion? was among the best in accurately quoting Masonry authorities. The problem was that he selected with a purpose; he quoted Albert Mackey a lot without truly digesting Mackey’s finer points. And he ignored a lot, presuming Masonry a religion and building upon that presumption. Yet, why was Graebner XE "Graebner, Theodore"  overlooked by the critics? 
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1.g. Fellows’ Exposition of the Mysteries, Robinson’s Proofs of a Conspiracy, and Lennhoff’s Agents of Hell

John Fellows XE "Fellows, John" ’ An Exposition of the Mysteries or Religious Dogmas and Customs of the Ancient Egyptians, Pythagoreans, and Druids XE "Druids"  …  XE "An Exposition of the Mysteries or Religious Dogmas and Customs of the Ancient Egyptians, Pythagoreans, and Druids … Origin … of Freemasonry" of Freemasonry was somewhat anti-Masonic, alleging Pagan and Sabeism XE "Sabeism"  (worship of stars).
 He alleged that candidates in the first degrees were kept in the dark as to the degree’s true import. Its strong history of the ancient mysteries was the best among the critics. Fellows’ weakness was that he surprisingly avoided how the ancient mysteries provided only symbols for character counting, few if any retaining their original meaning. Fellows recognized in 1835 the “malignant political” motives of respected anti-Masons Abbé Barruel XE "Barruel, Abbé"  and famous Edinburgh Professor of Natural Philosophy John Robison and his classic Proofs of a Conspiracy Against All the Religions and Governments of Europe, Carried on in the Secret Meetings of Free Masons, Illuminati XE "Illuminati" , and Reading Societies XE "Proofs of a Conspiracy Against All the Religions and Governments of Europe, Carried on in the Secret Meetings of Free Masons, Illuminati, and Reading Societies"  XE "Robison, John" .
 That recognition is worth a lot.
Another was Eugen Lennhoff XE "Lennhoff, Eugen" ’s Agents of Hell XE "Agents of Hell"  (1940), and this might better be suited to the free lance category.
 Frankenstein really scares people.
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1.h. President Jonathan Blanchard’s Freemasonry Illustrated
In America, the predecessor of most was Jonathan Blanchard (1811-1892), the first president of  XE "Blanchard, Jonathan" Wheaton College XE "Wheaton College" .
 He is in the academic category because he was the president of two schools, coming from the presidency of Knox College XE "Knox College"  in Galesburg, Illinois, to the new and Wesleyan established Wheaton College XE "Wheaton College"  in 1854. He was the only Christian college president to publish a significant anti-Mason book, and by significant we mean large. Yet Blanchard was not a true academic, as the majority of his writing was on secret societies and some anti-slavery work written in a rhetorical unreferenced non-academic manner. Blanchard did not come near B. H. Carroll andxe "Carroll, B. H." Herschel H. Hobbsxe "Hobbs, Herschel" in raw Christian theological productivity (ch. 13).  
Blanchard XE "Blanchard, Jonathan" ’s hateful anti-Mason Freemasonry Illustrated XE "Freemasonry Illustrated—A Complete Exposition"  (1879; 640p.) was uniquely hefty, reprinted at least 13 times, and became the footprint for most, though few reference him today. The main author was Jacob O. Doesburg XE "Doesburg, Jacob O."  who described the degrees of Masonry in detail. After several sections, Blanchard provided an analysis, 8 analyses in all, in mostly hateful derision.
 The “Publisher’s Preface” revealed that “Freemasonry is a false religion, a counterfeit of the true … it is not strange that this counterfeit, this masterpiece of Satan XE "Satan" , should prove the ‘deceivableness of unrighteousness’ (2 Thess. 2:10 XE "2 Thess. 2" ).”
 That was the tone throughout. Blanchard meant by this book to capture all: “by a description and exposure of one system of false religion, to describe and expose every one, and to contribute something toward ‘pulling down the strongholds’ of that dark spirit who presides over the spurious worships, patronizes the vices, and thus prolongs the miseries of our race, whose parents he deceived.”
 That was broad. To Blanchard, Masonry was a false religion with Satanic overtones throughout. 

Several oddities popped up in  XE "Blanchard, Jonathan" Blanchard’s analyses, but he was not the workhorse. Doesburg XE "Doesburg, Jacob O."  gave 28 chapters in 528 pages of the book’s 640 pages; that left eleven sections for 95 pages of analysis by Blanchard. Strangely, Doesburg did not analyze any of his own descriptions; he merely described the degrees of Masonry without comment. Honorably enough, Doesburg included many of Masonry’s high ideals that exemplified character counting; a Mason would recognize much. Stranger still, when you subtract Blanchard’s 33 pages of introduction and pseudo-analysis at the start, that only left Blanchard 62 pages in nine sections that pretended to analyze Doesburg’s 528 pages!
  

Looking in between Blanchard’s hateful words, you will see that he, too, did not use any anti-Mason or Freemason sources in any of his own analyses—he just knew.  Yet compared to other Frankensteins, at least Blanchard used Milton and other artistic devices; Blanchard actually read some real history and a little philosophy, though he footnoted no one. 

On the front cover, Doesburg said he was the Past Master of Unity Lodge No. 191, Holland, Michigan, indicating he was  XE " Lodge No. 191, Unity, Holland" 

 XE "Unity Lodge No. 191, Holland, Michigan"  an expert. Many master teachers have memorized the work, taking years to become a master of a lodge. Doesburg XE "Doesburg, Jacob O."  did not say anything negative about Masonry in those 528 pages; he simply wrote for Blanchard XE "Blanchard, Jonathan"  to deride. They were a strange team.  
You will strain yourself to see any real analysis by Blanchard XE "Blanchard, Jonathan" .

If Blanchard was true, then what kind of ex-Mason was Doesburg? Worse, just how utterly weak was Doesburg as he progressed to Master of the lodge? Doesburg held many positions before becoming Master and followed Satan XE "Satan"  for how many years prior to his seeing Blanchard’s light? What kind of person led in Satanic error for so long? How long before the discovery of Satan’s service? That was not possible. The strangeness of Doesburg’s betrayal of Masonry was the real exposure. Something else went wrong or motivated Doesburg. What was the true connection between Doesburg’s 528 pages and Blanchard’s 62 pages of analysis? Something else other than a mid-life crisis caused Doesburg to turn against something that he enjoyed for years. That reason had to do with something other than the failure of Masonry’s good honor and Christian compatibility.

Realize, Blanchard XE "Blanchard, Jonathan"  called everything Satanic; Blanchard was crystal clear on Satanism as he avoided hundreds of words of character counting virtues throughout Doesburg’s 528 pages. Blanchard did not say a single word about character counting in his nine little pseudo-analyses. Blanchard’s failure was as extraordinary as his degradations, and Doesburg’s own silence about his change of heart was strange after a feat of 528 pages. Doesburg mastered and then wrote all, and turned it all over to Blanchard who demonized the whole.  XE "Blanchard, Jonathan" 

 XE "Doesburg, Jacob O." 
Blanchard was a powerful speaker, colorful, and full of wit. I suspect you could feel the flames of hell XE "flames of hell"  when he preached. In every analysis, he claimed the worst and accused of direct Satanic activity. His fierce anti-Catholicism XE "anti-Catholicism"   XE "rapid anti-Catholic" 

 XE "anti-Catholic, rapid" often mingling with hatred for Masonry as he mixed Catholicism and Satanism:

But, one says, “If Masonry is the daughter of Popery XE "Popery" , why should they conflict?”  Answer: The fight between Popery and the lodge is a family quarrel.  The sorceress of Rome scolds Freemasons, and excommunicates them, as the she-wolf XE "she-wolf"  punishes her disorderly whelps, yet loves them, and licks their wounds.  The Molly Maguires
 XE "Molly Maguires"  of mankind are nearly all Romanists XE "Romanists" , and Romish bishops XE "Romish bishops"  condemn them.  But whoever saw one of them hung without a priest at his back, and a certificate of absolution XE "certificate of absolution"  in his hand, bearing that he died a worthy son of the holy mother church?  The solution of this puzzle is, that every false religion is demon-worship and despotism; and, though they may clash with each other, they do upon the same principle at bottom, namely, allegiance to the “god of this world.”

Blanchard pretended that nothing good existed in the Roman Catholic Church. 

That was not all that Blanchard occulted. Even in his own example he did not distinguish how the Molly Maguires XE "Molly Maguires"  were a truly secret society; no one knew who they were until Pinkerton detectives XE "Pinkerton detectives"  infiltrated them. To the contrary, Masonry has always been a public society with secrets. That was the rub throughout, preferring the dark connotations of secret society as though the authors had no secrets. 
Whether Masons were evangelical Christians or not was not the issue. The issue, according to Blanchard, was wicked Satanic criminality XE "Satanic criminality"  colluding with deceptive tactics, a full-fledged anti-Christian Satanic Paganism XE "Satanic Paganism" . Blanchard was crystal clear, no fudging; he himself had no doubt. Yet he could not find what he truly needed; he needed the devil and criminal atrocities to make his case stick XE "devil-finding abilities" . Perhaps Pinkerton XE "Pinkerton"  could help Blanchard sort out his devil-detective work XE "devil-detective work" .

Therefore, Doesburg and Blanchard XE "Blanchard, Jonathan" 

 XE "Doesburg, Jacob O." ’s book became a great testimony to our major thesis: character counting is the hammer that drives the wedge of credibility. Because of his own clarity, Blanchard suffered a mortal wound of his own making, forcing the issue with fire and brimstone. Either Washington, Roosevelt, Sam Houston XE "Houston, Sam" , and Truett were Satan XE "Satan" ’s slaves, or Blanchard was confused by the same Satan he discerned in others.
In the end, one must ask—how much did Blanchard know about Satan XE "Satan" ?

Furthermore, Blanchard’s son, Charles Blanchard XE "Blanchard, Jonathan"  (1848-1925), debated Mrs. M. E. DeGeer in 1869, and it was clear that Mrs. DeGeer XE "DeGeer, Mrs. M. E."  had a better handle on Freemasonry than the young Blanchard. Charles graduated from Wheaton in the class of 1870, published his own book, Modern Secret Societies XE "Modern Secret Societies"  (1903; 310p), and became the second president of Wheaton in 1882.
 See her devastation of the younger Blanchard next.
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1.i. Mrs. M. E. DeGeer XE "DeGeer, Mrs. M. E." ’s Refutation of Blanchard

DeGeer’s artful response before an audience of the Literary Society of Lisle, Illinois XE "Literary Society of Lisle, IL" , on December 10, 1869, slammed President Blanchard’s son, Charles Blanchard XE "Blanchard, Charles Albert" , second president of Wheaton College XE "Wheaton College" . DeGeer’s work supported Christian compatibility, and she crippled his wobbling Frankenstein.

See www.PreciousHeart.net/fm/degeer.htm
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2. Public Theologians—Ankerberg XE "Ankerberg, John"  & Weldon XE "Weldon, John" ’s Secret Teachings
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A large number of independent ministers have become successful as public theologians. Not associated with a university, often a veritable institution themselves, they became popular by filling a niche. Most have oodles of pamphlets and a few moderately sized books, but nothing much truly original. Two in this category are David Barton XE "Barton, David"  and John Ankerberg XE "Ankerberg, John" , both filling a niche, and sometimes interacting with unique work that hits a chord of Christian concern. They are popular in their venue. David Barton’s small book against Masons was dealt with above (ch. 5), and few of his works will be touched later. 
John Ankerberg XE "Ankerberg, John"  and John Weldon XE "Weldon, John" ’s The Secret Teachings of the Masonic Lodge—A Christian Perspective XE "Secret Teachings of the Masonic Lodge—A Christian Perspective"  (1989; 333p.) looked like a substantial piece that pulled from everywhere on a quick thumb through. Looking closer, they tried to persuade a Christian audience ignorant of Masonry. A major weakness was their profusion of self-interpreting sentences following their Masonic quotes, sentences that leapt over the essence of the Masonic passages they quoted almost 100% of the time. That was strange. In nearly as many times as they referenced someone, they also quoted others’ interpretations without a reference. Who did they quote? If the rogue quotes were meant to be their own quotes, that was a strange use of quotation marks as this was their own book. 

In their section “Masonry at a Glance,” they summed up their claim that Masonry ethics were “subjective, relative, amoral”; that it was a theology that was “Unitarian, deistic, pantheistic XE "pantheistic" ” (as though they were the same); that salvation was “by good works, character”; that the afterlife is “universalistic”; that Masonry falsely claimed to “not be a religion,” “not occultic,” “not offer a system of salvation”; that it falsely claimed to “support the church,” “to be tolerant of all religions”; and lastly, that Masonry falsely claimed “to not interfere with one’s religion or politics.”
 Wow—according to Ankerberg, Freemasonry was everything a Christian disliked, and our Founding Fathers, a legion of legends, and millions of Christian Masons were real dopes. That was an amazing revelation. The only thing lacking was the devil; they were not nearly as certain as Jonathan Blanchard. 

Only there was a problem—a big problem—that was where Ankerberg XE "Ankerberg, John"  and Weldon XE "Weldon, John"  started, not where they concluded. They constructed their version of a nitwitted Frankenstein straw man, and then they tossed simple-minded rocks at their Frankenstein that even vacation Bible school tots could have thrown. Just like the SBC expert Bill Gordon XE "Gordon, Bill"  did, only with more rocks. For instance, once you see their statement about how Christ was prohibited from the lodge, it was easy to quote Bible verses. But the prohibition on debate in a lodge was something they would not encounter. They preferred debate, so much so, that the peace of a lodge was too much for them.
Every section of their book made a slam dunk against Freemasonry—“two more points!”—Ankerberg 30, Freemasonry 00. Each slam dunk read nice, but each was dependent upon their rhetoric and not upon a clear line from their nebulous quoting to their interpretation. They twisted backwards upon themselves many times from start to finish. For instance, in the first section they outlined how Freemasonry did not have any clarity or uniformity, and then in the very next section they outlined what was clear and uniform about Freemasonry the world over.

This Frankenstein’s stitching was so loose it was amazing that body parts did not fall off as he waddled along. 
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3. Sensationalists—Bradley’s Secrets, Amini and Habib’s Freemasonry, Knight’s Hiram Key
The third category  XE "Freemasonry (Arab anti-Mason)" is a pleaser or exciter of men, sensationalists, who depended upon their readers not reading much in Freemasonry.
3.a. Bradley’s Secrets of the Freemasons
3.f. Knight and Lomas’ Book of Hiram
3.b. Amini and Habib’s Freemasonry
3.g. Knight and Butler’s Civilization One
3.c. Knight’s Hiram Key Industry
3.h. Knight and Butler’s Solomon’s Power Brokers
3.c.addendum—The Real Rosslyn Chapel
3.i. Knight and Butler’s Before the Pyramids
3.d. Knight and Lomas’ The Second Messiah
3.j. The Hiram Literalist Sensationalist Methodology
3.e. Knight and Lomas’ Uriel XE "Uriel" ’s Machine

3.a. Bradley’s Secrets of the Freemasons 
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Michael Bradley XE "Bradley, Michael" ’s The Secrets of the Freemasons XE "Secrets of the Freemasons"  topped the list not because of any real danger, but because it was packaged better than any, its cover mimicking an old brass-hinged treasure and with high gloss paper mimicking ancient parchment.
 An expensive production, its 208 pages had 38 full-page photos, 32 half- to three-fourth-page photos—20 in color—dozens of third-page textboxes, including an old woodcut of Jack the Ripper XE "Jack the Ripper" ,  XE "Jack the Ripper" maybe 75 pages of text. It shined, but was meant to get attention more than reveal anything and ought to have been named An Odd List of Masonic Conspiracies XE "List of Masonic Conspiracies" 

 XE "Masonic Conspiracies, List of" . No attempt was made to analyze anything. Bradley recorded all the bad he could find, spending more time on the package than the contents. Worse, of the ten books in his “Recommended Reading,” he included Jasper Ridley’sxe "Ridley, Jasper" masterful The Freemasons—A History of the World’s Most Powerful Secret Societyxe "Freemasons—A History of the World’s Most Powerful Secret Society", because of the Ridley’s title, not because Bradley hoped anyone would read Ridley. Contrary to Ridley and according to Bradley, Masons ruled the world, even the founding of the USA too, though if Masons had been what he depicted, this nicely packaged spoof would not have been allowed. 
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3.b. Amini and Habib’s Freemasonry 
Similar in shallow substance, but not nearly as pretty, Muhammad Amini XE "Amini, Muhammad Safwat al-Saqqa"  and Sa’di Abu Habib XE "Habib, Sa'di Abu" ’s Freemasonry addressed fellow Muslims, though good Muslims would see their spook-house tactics. This originally Arabic version made Masonry a conspiracy defrauding the world by all means. It was the James L. Holly XE "Holly, James L." , M.D., equivalent for Muslims, with oodles of unilaterally vicious statements without documentation. In the super-short section, “Freemasonic Precedents in World history,” we read, “Mirabeau XE "Mirabeau, comte de" , France’s renowned orator, died tragically at the hands of Freemasonry. A man of influence in London fell prey to Freemasonry’s use of sex, bribery and corruption, the tools of its domination”—the whole section. Near the end, in another one-sentence section, “Freemasonic Influence,” we read, “Freemasonry’s aim is to strip each human being of his beliefs, his principles and his lofty ideals.”
 Again, the whole section. They wanted to frighten Muslims away from Masonry. 

Some Islamic countries do not allow the same kind of freedom of religion seen in a democracy, which is an impediment to Muslims changing religions. In some countries, it is illegal to be an adherent of any religion other than Islam. But there are Muslim Masons who know that Masonry is not a religion, and not heretical or hostile to Islam. You could be a Freemason only if it was not a religion in several Islamic countries. Of course, the authors did not touch that. 

[image: image14.jpg]H





3.c. Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Lomas XE "Lomas, Robert" ’ Hiram Key Industry

The following nine books, led by businessman and marketing expert Christopher Knight, have created a new genre of critics that we can loosely call the Hiram Literalists. In the crucial Third Degree of Freemasonry, there is an allegory about a Master Mason named Hiram Abif XE "Hiram Abif" 

 XE "Abif, Hiram"  that led the building of King Solomon’s temple, and in Masonry worldwide this person is an allegorical figure, not historical, and a different man than the Hiram sent by the King of Tyre XE "King of Tyre"  (see ch.10.F). This new literature genre created by Christopher Knight and crew was anchored upon Hiram Abif being an historical figure that they build up with pseudo-science similar to that of the UFO subculture XE "UFO subculture" .
  

Just as David Barton has pioneered the most successful endeavors in the Christian establishment market and for nearly the same length of time—the last fifteen years—Christopher Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Robert Lomas XE "Lomas, Robert"  have pioneered the most successful sensationalist market on Freemasonry with numerous books, their first being The Hiram Key—Pharaohs, Freemasonry, and the Discovery of the Secret Scrolls of Jesus XE "Hiram Key—Pharaohs, Freemasonry, and the Discovery of the Secret Scrolls of Jesus" 

 XE "Jesus"  (1996) that has allegedly sold a million copies.
 On the back cover (and inside) of the 2001 copy, we learned that Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  was educated in advertising, managed a marketing agency, and became a Mason in 1976; Lomas XE "Lomas, Robert"  worked on the Cruise missile guidance system XE "Cruise missile" , helped the early development of personal computers, and became a Mason in 1986. Since 1996 their cottage industry has attempted to solve the world’s problems in archaeology, history, theology, and Masonry, all outside of the main streams of those disciplines. That is, no one knew the authors’ discoveries were important until they told us. The authors warned the readers about future critics, admitting they did not engage the experts. That lack of engagement with the best minds of the 21st century did not bother them—really—for their two-page introduction began with a quote from Henry Ford: XE "Ford, Henry"  “all history is bunk. XE "history is bunk" 

 XE "bunk, history is" ” They liked Henry Ford more than real experts in archaeology, science, Christian history, and Masonry; they liked Ford so much they expounded upon him, saying “when it comes to the ‘facts’ of the past which most Westerners are taught in school, it turns out that Mr. Ford XE "Ford, Henry"  was right.” They challenged the entire ignorant world, with Henry Ford, avoiding nearly all of the scholars west of the Himalayas XE "Himalayas, west of" , including all of Europe, the African continent, and North and South America! 
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In 2006, the History Channel XE "History Channel"  did a special called Mysteries of the Freemasons XE "Mysteries of the Freemasons" , and they set Christopher Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  side by side with real experts on history and Masonry, like Steven Bullockxe "Bullock, Steven Conrad" and Brent Morris XE "Morris, Brent" , allowing Knight a credibility he did not deserve.
 Knowing that the program producers go to great expense and are to a degree dependent upon TV ratings, still, in this light and other items, the History Channel partially entered the area of sensationalism when no distinction was made between the legitimate and far-out contrivances. This happened again in a 2009 History Channel presentation called the Secrets of the Founding Fathers XE "Secrets of the Founding Fathers"  where Christopher Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  was again used as credible, with another loose cannon, A. Ralph Epperson XE "Epperson, A. Ralph" .
 You can by a tape from Epperson that proved that JFK XE "JFK"  was shot by his own secret service (ch.20.A.2)! At least the History Channel could have shared Knight’s low opinion of general academia to distance itself from Knight’s Inquirer XE "Inquirer"  mentality.
At the end of Knight and Lomas’ introduction of The Hiram Key XE "Hiram Key—Pharaohs, Freemasonry, and the Discovery of the Secret Scrolls of Jesus" , they tantalized us: their “findings” should turn out “to be the archaeological find of the century”—yes—they “have located the secret scrolls of Jesus XE "Jesus"  and his followers”!
 Archaeological, they said, but they never turned a spade. After all, the Christian church was a lie, today’s Masonry owed its origin to the Knights Templar XE "Knights Templar"  who came from the Jerusalem Church XE "Jerusalem Church" , via Solomon XE "King Solomon"  and ancient Egypt, and we all must hold our breath until the Rosslyn Chapel Trust grants a permit to jackhammer the floor of their priceless chapel that will set free the scrolls that in turn will confirm their discoveries. All said with a straight face.

In chapters one and two of The Hiram Key XE "Hiram Key—Pharaohs, Freemasonry, and the Discovery of the Secret Scrolls of Jesus"  (1-25), they searched for the meaning of Freemasonry, devoting the first three pages to a section on the “Sheer Pointlessness XE "pointlessness" ” of Masonry as “insiders” who learned “oddball verses”; their “biggest criticism” was that Masonry did “not know where it came from” and that “no one” seemed to know “what it is trying to achieve.”
 Similarly snide comments were scattered throughout all their books. They continually reminded the readers that they were Masons—insiders—who did not like or support Masonry, though they have taken a good profit at its expense. They never told us what their true motivations were for flipping upside down the civilized world. One could say that honor itself was the oddball in their world. 

To add confusion, they told us they had to explain the rituals in Masonry, because the rituals “form the basis for all our research.”
 Yes, pointless and the basis of all their research. Many conclusions were anchored upon their interpretations of old rituals that they pieced together into a large puzzle. Like detectives finding clues. What clues? What they actually did was pull a couple hundred pieces from ten million pieces of history, very much like pulling 100 pieces from a 1,500-piece horse-in-front-of-a-barn puzzle and squeezing those 100 pieces into a small picture of cow—nothing like the original. They discovered that Jesus Christ XE "Christ, Jesus"  did not die and did not rise again, that there were no miracles XE "miracles" , that Barabbas XE "Barabbas"  was the actual son of God, that St. Paul XE "Paul, St."  was a liar, that James XE "James, brother of Jesus"  was the real leader of the Jerusalem Church XE "Jerusalem Church"  over Jesus, that Freemasonry arose in Egypt, and—a key to all their work—that modern Freemasons knew nothing and were still connected to it all and also pointless.

The real story was that they refused to see the point of—yes—everything, including Christianity, the founding of the USA, and Masonry, illustrated in a million pages, including Albert Pike XE "Pike, Albert"  that they derided. They raped history, and made the rape look like it was consensual.

For Christianity, they used Peake’s Commentary on the Bible XE "Peake’s Commentary on the Bible"  about ten times, and erroneously on the single time we checked.
 It was the only commentary they used in all their books. Their anti-Catholicism XE "anti-Catholicism"  and weird views of Protestant Christianity deadened their travels to the St. Catherine Monastery XE "St. Catherine Monastery"  at Sinai XE "Sinai" , with a side trip to the Red Sea for some scuba diving. So much was interjected at the same time. They claimed that the fish was Christianity’s original symbol, “not the cross.” Then, astoundingly, an obscure group called the Mandaeans XE "Mandaeans"  originally descended from the Jerusalem Church XE "Jerusalem Church"  and “identified their rituals with Freemasonry,” and that led to this revelation: “Could the secret that Jesus had supposedly betrayed been some sort of Masonic style secret? This had to be the beginning of something very important.”
 Sherlock Holmes XE "Holmes, Sherlock"  would have puffed his pipe here and coughed. 

Today, the authors said, the Mandaeans XE "Mandaeans"  call “their priests ‘Nasoreans XE "Nasoreans" ’ XE "Nasoreans’" !” who used a ritual handshake that the authors concluded “to be very Masonic.” Moreover, they traced the lineage of America to the Mandaean star XE "Mandaean star" 

 XE "star, Mandaean"  called “Merica XE "Merica" ” and a happy prophecy of a land in the west—yes, America! The authors shuffled in medieval Templar searches across the sea for Merica. “Circumstantial” was an understatement, but the authors led us back across the Atlantic to the little town of Roslin XE "Roslin" , just south of Edinburgh, Scotland XE "Edinburgh, Scotland" . The Rosslyn Chapel XE "Rosslyn Chapel"  was completed in 1486 with Masonic art and plant motifs—surprise!—the aloe cacti XE "aloe cacti"  and maize cobs XE "maize cobs"  had to have come from America before Columbus! Therefore, the Chapel XE "Rosslyn Chapel"  “links Christianity with ancient Celtic folklore XE "Celtic folklore"  and Templarism XE "Templarism"  Freemasonry.”
 All that in 80 pages, and the discovery of the America!  
Reading from Hippolytus XE "Hippolytus"  (A.D. 170-236), and “a lot of bells ringing,” their sleuthing concluded that Hippolytus’s use of “Naassene” was a version of Nasorean which—to their minds—meant the Essenes XE "Essenes"  of Qumran XE "Qumran"  where the Dead Sea Scrolls XE "Dead Sea Scrolls"  were found. They were the “original founders of the Jerusalem Church XE "Jerusalem Church" ”; then, in a half-page of convulsions, the “Jesus of Nazareth XE "Nazareth" ” was a mere member of the Nasoreans and “might not have been the founder of the Church of all.”
 Catholic, Protestant, and Eastern Orthodox Christianity have all been in gross error and deceiving their flocks for two millennia, all while Masonry had hidden the truth beneath the Rosslyn Chapel.

In chapter six, “In the Beginning Man Made God XE "Beginning Man Made God" 

 XE "Man Made God" ,” they summarized ancient Sumer XE "Sumer" , with chapter seven alleging that the Egyptian builders originated in Sumer. In chapter eight, “The First Freemason,” the allegory of Hiram Abif XE "Hiram Abif" 

 XE "Abif, Hiram"  (ch.10.F) was forced to be history. Why? Because as history, it “baffled” both authors until they discovered the battle of Egyptian King Seqenenre XE "King Seqenenre" 

 XE "Seqenenre, King"  against the Hyksos XE "Hyksos"  King Apophis XE "King Apophis" . After some storytelling, they were no longer “baffled”—hold your breath—the first Freemason was Egyptian King Seqenenre XE "King Seqenenre" 

 XE "Seqenenre, King"  Tao II (c.1560 B.C.) who died and took with him the secrets of Egyptian king-making, the precedents for the Freemasons XE "Egyptian king-making" 

 XE "king-making" .
 Whew!

In chapters nine to eleven (152-215) their version of Judaism XE "Judaism" ’s history did not shine more light on their discoveries. In chapter twelve (216-256), Jesus and his military agenda were unpopular in both Jerusalem and Qumran XE "Qumran" . Jesus’ miracles XE "miracles"  were mere tricks to convert people into members of the Qumran XE "Qumran"  community. The people backed James. Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Lomas XE "Lomas, Robert"  were clear: there were no miracles, no resurrection from the dead, and the St. Paul was a liar. Therefore, they now believed that they “understood the origin of … the Holy Trinity XE "Holy Trinity" ” in a “pillar paradigm”—I kid you not, a “pillar paradigm XE "pillar paradigm" ”!
 All said like Dragnet detectives XE "Dragnet detectives"  at a crime scene. These two authors alleged more than they proved, connecting Masonry to the Christian church as they corrected Hebrew history, Jewish history, and the Christian church for five millennia XE "millennia"  west of the Himalayas XE "Himalayas, west of" . Their book should not sell a million, but two billion copies! 

In chapter fourteen (275-293), “The Truth Breaks Free,” the vicious Inquisition arrested the Knights Templar XE "Knights Templar"  in 1307 and crucified their last master, Jacques de Molay, the XE "de Molay, Jacques"  person whose image was imbedded in the Shroud of Turin XE "Shroud of Turin" 

 XE "de Molay, Jacques" , a truth consciously hidden by the Vatican XE "Vatican" . With the proper connection to “Merica XE "Merica" ” for America, “the greatest ever watershed in the course of Western social development” was—they said—the release of the Christian world from “intellectual castration, exercised by the Vatican” in the “drive from autocracy to democracy … within a framework of theological tolerance … in part achieved … in the United States of America.”
 

The reader had to wade through 300 pages to finally see that they have not found their great discovery yet. They claimed to be archaeologists, without having turned a single shovelful of dirt and still waiting! In their last chapter, “The Lost Scrolls XE "Lost Scrolls"  Rediscovered,” Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Lomas XE "Lomas, Robert"  said explicitly that the USA “came via Freemasonry and the Templars from the man we know as Jesus,” using as proof their interpretation of a single quote from George Washington XE "Washington, George"  that they transported into their story.
 “Beam me up, Scotty,” said Captain Kirk, and that would have made more sense. With a hop, skip, and a jump, we are back across the Atlantic Ocean to the Rosslyn Chapel XE "Rosslyn Chapel"  in Scotland, whose crucifixion scene was Knight Templar Jacques de Molay XE "de Molay, Jacques"  and not Christ. Even the chapel caretakers did not know that one icon in the north-east corner was the last true king of Egypt, Seqenenre XE "King Seqenenre" 

 XE "Seqenenre, King"  Tao, the authors boldly revealed. This was no ordinary chapel, this was:

a post-Templar shrine built to house the scrolls found by [Knight Templar] Hugues de Payen XE "Hugues de Payen" 

 XE "de Payen, Hugues"  and his team under the Holy of Holies XE "Holy of Holies"  of the last Temple at Jerusalem! Beneath our feet was the most priceless treasure in Christendom XE "Christendom" . [Following the Qumran XE "Qumran"  Essenes XE "Essenes"  who put their scrolls under the Holy of Holies in A.D. 69 XE "69 A.D." , the] Rosslyn Chapel XE "Rosslyn Chapel"  was a deliberate replication of the burial-place of the secret scrolls! … the story of Jesus the Christ, the secret ceremony of resurrecting the living…. They will tell us about the life of Jesus, and as such must be the lost gospel of ‘Q XE "Q - manuscript" ’, the gospel that was the source material for Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

We sat on a pew and stared at the thick stone floor; honoured and numbed with excitement because we suddenly knew with utter certainty that we were just feet away from everything we had been searching for, the reason and purpose for the creation of Freemasonry.

After a machine gun blast of allegations on Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  Templar stories, York Rite motifs, Solomon XE "King Solomon"  and Zerubbabel XE "Zerubbabel"  Temple antics, Moses with horns, old Masonic rituals, the Hiram Abif XE "Hiram Abif" 

 XE "Abif, Hiram"  allegory-turned-history—after all that—the authors reflected upon their own Masonic initiations that they did not understand until that very hour. Walking through the Rosslyn Chapel, XE "Rosslyn Chapel"  clue upon clue unfolding before their eyes, finally, next to a fireplace they found a small figure that looked like St. Peter with a key—eureka—the figure “was marking the entrance to the scroll vaults; this little rock carving was holding nothing less than The Hiram Key XE "Hiram Key" .”
  If only the Rosslyn Chapel Trust would allow them a jackhammer, the world could share in the “treasure that is beyond all price,” and so they concluded:

Several years ago we set out to find the origins of Freemasonry, and now we have succeeded. In identifying Hiram Abif XE "Hiram Abif" 

 XE "Abif, Hiram"  we have not only rediscovered the lost secrets of the Craft; we have, inadvertently, turned a key that has unlocked the door to the true history of Christendom.

The locating of the final resting place of the Nasorean Scrolls XE "Nasorean Scrolls"  was the last link in a chain that connects every Freemason with the mysterious rites of ancient Egyptian king-making.

And, accordingly, the discovery of America and the source of the founding principles of freedom for the USA. If, only, we could see the Scrolls underneath the Rosslyn Chapel XE "Rosslyn Chapel" , we could solve the mystery of Masonry, confirm the true roots to the USA, and that truth will in turn set us all free from millennia XE "millennia"  of Jewish and Christian deceit. They sold a million copies of that?

A better book would be a sociology of why that sold so much. The reality was scarier as their books came off the press regarding four points of their worldview. One, they lived in a world where the entire Christian church was a lie—all of it—including Catholic, Protestant, Eastern Orthodox, and every Christian variant that believed the Bible. Two, the truth of Christianity and civilization west of the Himalayas XE "Himalayas, west of"  was still buried in a Scotland chapel. Three, they as insiders claimed that today’s Freemasonry began many millennia XE "millennia"  ago and has essentially held the church’s secrets for nearly two millennia, something no Christian, no Mason, and no Christian Mason believes today; yet, they were insiders. And four, they figured all of this out on their own—by themselves—from a couple of spurious pieces, loads of propaganda, and a bad piece of 13th century art depicting a heavenly Jerusalem XE "heavenly Jerusalem" . 

Knight was made a Mason in 1976, admitted he did not understand it then, and claimed that no one knows today. Then, out of the blue sky, Knight began his search in 1995. The only thing that made sense was that Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  was schooled in marketing—see the back cover—and he saw a niche for market-based history making. 
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3.c.addendum—The Real Rosslyn Chapel
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Addendum. Knight, Lomas, et al, have come the attention of several who have helped set the record straight on the Rosslyn Chapel. Unlike all of sensationalists books, and with them in view, Robert L.D. Cooper XE "Cooper, Robert L.D."  gave a scholar’s presentation as a Mason and as the curator of the Scottish Masonic Museum and Library, The Rosslyn Hoax—Viewing Rosslyn Chapel from a New Perspective XE "Scottish Masonic Museum and Library"  XE "Turnbull, Michael T.R.B." .
 Cooper brought together everything relating to the current myths, busting them one by one, including Knight’s aloe vera plant indicating the discovery of America.
 Cooper did bother the sensationalists. Rather, as one would expect with a real historian, he just gave us the history, myth busting all along the way, and closing—we are very proud to say—with character counting. This book is a real keeper. 
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Michael T. R. B. Turnbull XE "Turnbull, Michael T.R.B." ’s masterful Rosslyn Chapel Revealed XE "Rosslyn Chapel Revealed"  listed dozens of historians, museum curators, and religious leaders associated with the history of the decidedly Christian Rosslyn Chapel.
 Of the experts, he also included the addresses of the several institutions, and Knight was not among them. This beautifully appointed book ended with how the popularity of the Rosslyn Chapel skyrocketed after the release of Dan Brown’s XE "Brown, Dan"  The Da Vinci Code XE "Da Vinci Code"  and Sony movie, receiving in one month the number of visitors they use to get in a year. Scotland joined with Sony XE "Sony Pictures"  and others to market the tourism. One thing is for certain, the Rosslyn Chapel Trust XE "Rosslyn Chapel Trust"  will not be allowing jackhammers into their priceless chapel any time soon: see www.RosslynChapel.org.uk.
 XE "RosslynChapel.org.uk"  

Yet, hold on to your seat, for the sensationalist journey has just begun.
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3.d. Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Lomas XE "Lomas, Robert" ’ The Second Messiah
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A year after Knight and Lomas published The Hiram Key XE "Hiram Key—Pharaohs, Freemasonry, and the Discovery of the Secret Scrolls of Jesus" , they they published a follow-up in 1997, The Second Messiah—Templars, the Turin Shroud, and the Great Secret of Freemasonry, XE "Second Messiah—Templars, the Turin Shroud, and the Great Secret of Freemasonry"  that relied upon radio-carbon dating and a couple of coincidences to establish the Shroud of Turin XE "Shroud of Turin"  as the wrapping of Knight Templar Jacques de Molay XE "de Molay, Jacques" . In a similar hodge-podge of sleuthing, and etymological twisting, Molay became the second Messiah.
 In a typical follow-up review, they alleged that their first book, The Hiram Key XE "Hiram Key—Pharaohs, Freemasonry, and the Discovery of the Secret Scrolls of Jesus" , had “been warmly welcomed by other Grand Lodges and by Masonic researchers world-wide”—worldwide?—but they did not document any, admitting they got no response from “English Masonic headquarters.” They had the audacity to allege that Masonry founders like James Anderson were “‘Orwellian XE "Orwellian" ’ manipulators of history.”
 The authors glossed over the English Grand Lodge XE "Grand Lodge of England" ’s rejection by insinuating they hid material rather than cooperate with shotgun conspirators. It was no wonder why Knight and Lomas did not share any of their “world-wide” support other than the few blurbs on the back of their book, and blurbs from those in their own industry.

Orwellian manipulation. Were they kidding? No, they literally challenged the entire civilized world on Christianity, Islam, and the secular scientific communities regarding the world’s history for the last five-plus millennia. Worse, they wove incredible allegations together with infinitesimal fragments, and linked them together with often third-generation buggy deductions that tied Masonry to it all. The authors must be fascinating to listen to. Topping that, all of the Masons for millennia have been duped. In the end, even Orwellian XE "Orwellian"  views were more credible than their flat-earth scientific sleuthing.

Here, character counting was shot to the moon on a one-way ticket, and the legend of legions in Masonry helped with that moon shot, all unawares. On the way to the moon, just as they did in The Hiram Key XE "Hiram Key—Pharaohs, Freemasonry, and the Discovery of the Secret Scrolls of Jesus"  in their allegations of being insiders, these two authors talked as though they are still Masons in good standing: for example, “As Freemasons, we are not at all surprised that the Templars had human heads.”
 The number of bizarre links and Superman leaps of logic knew no end. Even the Tarot card of the man hanged upside down was compared to a graveyard carving of a Knight Templar, and—tada—Tarot cards were now a Freemasonry ruse—why?—because both men’s legs were crossed.
 In chapter five, the “legends of King Arthur XE "King Arthur"  and of the Holy Grail XE "Holy Grail" ” were “linked to the Templars and the kings of Jerusalem.”
 In chapter six, “The Birth of the Second Messiah XE "Second Messiah" ,” Templar exploits, anti-Catholicism, and French excesses all led to the birth of yet-to-be Knight Templar Jacques de Molay XE "de Molay, Jacques" , the second Messiah, but not really a messiah. 

In chapter seven, “The Linen Enigma XE "Linen Enigma" ,” they slammed Christianity’s value of the resurrection of Christ as in a quasi-mud puddle of human spiritual need for mystery, and they made science the enemy of religion, as if they were real scientists. They examined the Shroud of Turin XE "Shroud of Turin"  and defended it as the covering of Jacques de Molay XE "de Molay, Jacques"  against the Christian church, as though the majority of the Christian church depended upon the Shroud being the covering Christ. They spent a lot of time on Shroud history, illustrating with hand drawings of a butt-naked man being whipped, their science indicating de Molay was “in a coma, not dead” when he was wrapped up. The TV series Bones XE "Bones"  is based upon best-selling author Kathy Reichs, XE "Reichs, Kathy"  a real forensic anthropologist XE "forensic anthropologist" , and she could have helped Knight, et al, if they were interested in court-ready evidence. In chapter eight, they gave extended details on gruesome torture and another drawing of the front of a naked man and the end of the Knights Templar.

In chapter nine, “The Cult of the Second Messiah,” they backtracked again to two centuries before the 1313 demise of the Templars to recall the birth of Islamic Moor, Moses Miamonides, in 1135 XE "Miamonides, Moses" . In a whopping seventeen pages, the authors traced two hundred years of cult worship, concluding that “Jacques de Molay XE "de Molay, Jacques"  was widely considered by many to be a holy martyr, and by some to be the Second Messiah who had, once again, been murdered by the Roman establishment”—yes, the Roman Catholic Church—and so “As the Black Death XE "Black Death"  smote down Christendom, the Church feared that the miraculous image of Jacques de Molay XE "de Molay, Jacques"  that had appeared on the Shroud would let out the terrible secret that they had crucified him too.”
 That was why the Catholic Church kept the image on the Shroud of Turin XE "Shroud of Turin"  hidden from the public. 

In closing, they were serious as they summed up where they have come in these two books. Solomon had established a “special priestly order”—the Masons—that “continued until the destruction of the Temple in A.D. 70,” whose “descendents … returned to Jerusalem with ‘Christian princes’ and established a new order in 1118.” The Knights Templar XE "Knights Templar"  ultimately brought Freemasonry to Europe and America. Therefore, Masonry challenged the Catholic Church’s “age of unreason” and brought the Enlightenment—a word conveniently left out of both books—and “Freemasonry was the driving force that reawakened the world to the rights of the scientist and the social democrat.”
 They derided Masonry as pointless, chided it throughout, and neutered it today, yet and far beyond all of Masonry’s best scholars today, these two sensationalists made Masonry the key to understanding modern civilization. Go figure, then, on how these two intelligent men missed their own glaring inconsistency—Masonry pointless and the key to all. They concluded in their The Second Messiah XE "Second Messiah—Templars, the Turin Shroud, and the Great Secret of Freemasonry" :

we can see many other hills; on top of some of them are people huddled together with their eyes squeezed shut. They are all … repeating the same words: ‘This is the only highground, there can be no other.’ These people stand on ground they call Roman Catholicism, or English Freemasonry, or a thousand other places of institutionalized thinking, and they refuse to open their eyes to take in the gigantic and wonderful landscape of other … truths that surround them. They fear knowledge because it might show them that there are other valid places to stand.

Yes—they had better defend themselves, because their evidence does not. Furthermore, they had the audacity to quote Masonry’s value of tolerance of other men’s religious views while asking everyone to be tolerant of their own admitted “twists and turns of our strange journey, recorded in this book” in the hope that others would add their voices “to a call for an open-minded revisiting of the past, particularly that concerning the origins of Christianity.” Their next task was to “find the ancient records of Jerusalem excavated by the Templars and … subsequently re-interred below Rosslyn,” closing their book with this: “When Rosslyn is excavated the truth will conquer all.”

Did the cow really jump over the moon? I am not certain anymore.
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3.e. Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Lomas XE "Lomas, Robert" ’ Uriel XE "Uriel" ’s Machine
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From their previous books The Hiram Key XE "Hiram Key—Pharaohs, Freemasonry, and the Discovery of the Secret Scrolls of Jesus"  and The Second Messiah, XE "Second Messiah—Templars, the Turin Shroud, and the Great Secret of Freemasonry"  they launched a cottage industry just short of a fan club and a Facebook game. In 2001, Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Lomas wrote XE "Lomas, Robert"  Uriel XE "Uriel" ’s Machine—Uncovering the Secrets of Stonehenge XE "Stonehenge" , Noah’s Flood and the Dawn of Civilization XE "Uriel’s Machine—Uncovering the Secrets of Stonehenge, Noah’s Flood and the Dawn of Civilization" , which at the start relied heavily upon the non-authoritative Book of Enoch XE "Book of Enoch" .
 Therein—us unable to control our smiling all the way—Uriel was an angel that taught biblical Enoch about the movements of the stars and about “a strange group of beings called the Watchers, who bred with local women to produce giants as their children,” all connected to Freemasonry through the Book of Enoch.
 

What was Uriel XE "Uriel" ’s machine? XE "Uriel’s machine?"  A building of stone that measured “declination … of any heavenly object…. to plot orbits and to predict eclipses…. also capable of predicting the orbits of comets.”
 Then, in an absurd interpretative leap, they tried to prove the need for the angel to give the machine to humans. 

Uriel XE "Uriel" ’s people knew about the major disaster that had unfolded when the last cometary impact had occurred over 4,000 years previously (i.e. 7640 BC)…. They must have realized that any survivors would need to recreate their calendar if they were to have a good chance of re-establishing agriculture. Once the tidal waves had receded [from the comet’s impact] there would be a prolonged ‘nuclear winter’, during which time nobody would have any idea of the passage of the seasons. If any stored seeds were to have a chance of providing a harvest, they would need to have the best possible opportunity of germination by being planted during the correct season. The gift Uriel XE "Uriel"  gave to the survivors was chance to re-establish an agriculture civilization in the shortest possible time.

Hah? With another straight face, as though a nuclear winter would not affect germination if only they could know the seasons without sunshine. They gave extended passages from the Book of Enoch XE "Book of Enoch" . After a tour to a perfect site in West Yorkshire, near the authors’ own homes, they built a machine. In chapter eleven, “The Venus XE "Venus"  Chamber XE "Venus Chamber" ,” they took us to a burial site and tourist attraction in a little town called Knowth XE "Knowth, Ireland" , just a little east of Newgrange, Ireland XE "Newgrange, Ireland" , that was dated to 3200 B.C.
 There, the authors detailed Uriel XE "Uriel" ’s machine at Knowth with Stonehenge XE "Stonehenge"  alignments,  XE "magelithic" magelithic mathematics, and sex antics. Yes, female reproductive organs in this machine, for it was the Venus chamber where “the Grooved Ware People XE "Grooved Ware People"  believed that the light of Venus transferred the souls of the departed into the bodies of the newborn” with resurrection rituals, including the twelve tribes of Israel, from Tacitus XE "Tacitus" ’ recollections Celtic tribes.
 After more hops and skips, these were the predecessors for the Bible and Freemasonry.

Basically this means that the megalithic or Enochian religion XE "Enochian religion"  survived to enter into Zadokite Judaism XE "Zadokite Judaism" , and its only real threat was from the new ideas attributed to Moses and his brother Aaron. King Solomon XE "King Solomon"  built his famous temple at Jerusalem on a site that was already a Canaanite sacred sanctuary, and according to oral traditions of Freemasonry still in use today.

Even shaking your head will not help clarity here, as the authors pressed in Nebuchadnezzar, the Dead Sea Scroll, the Qumran community XE "Qumran community"  calendars, their previous book The Hiram Key XE "Hiram Key—Pharaohs, Freemasonry, and the Discovery of the Secret Scrolls of Jesus"  (of course), and finally—yes, finally, after two books—the authors used the Bible literally as they quoted Luke and Matthew to indicate the birth of Jesus. But, alas, our joy over biblical integrity was premature, for they overlaid the New Testament with the apocryphal Book of James, informing the readers that the entire Christian Church had again been deceived, as the Book of James “is explicit,” they said:

Jesus was born in a cave to the light of a bright star that shines brighter than any other from the east. And that means Venus XE "Venus" ! Was this ritual identical to that performed 3,000 years earlier at Newgrange?

To the authors, it sure was. These authors will believe anything but the Bible and modern scholarship.
In chapter thirteen (331-68), “The Knowledge of the Druids XE "Druids" ,” do you really want to know? The Druids became the first century guardians of the megalithic sites, thanks to a quote from Julius Ceasar XE "Julius Ceasar" .
 Leaping tall buildings in a single bound, they took the Book of Enoch XE "Book of Enoch" , megalithic Newgrange, and bypassed the Bible in favor of their interpretations of the Aprocrypha XE "Aprocrypha" , confirmed by Ceasar XE "Ceasar, Julius" , and then they listed a series of riddles, yes, riddles. What sleuthing abilities these authors had. Here again they claimed insider status to Masonry to lift their credibility: “Strangely, from our Masonic background, we could also answer another” riddle from the Masonic degrees—and, like magic—the Masonry “which had attracted us because of their references to the content of the lost Book of Enoch.”
 Now then, the line of biblical King David XE "King David"  was now traced to Ireland, thanks to the Druids XE "Druids"  and tolerant Romans, and—hold your breath and smile wide as they end their chapter—“The evidence for this survival is found in the poems of Gwoin XE "Gwoin" , who took the Barchic name Taliesin when he told riddles from the Book of Enoch to King Maelgwn XE "King Maelgwn"  of Grynydd XE "Grynydd" .”

As they wound their tale down, it was hard to believe how they thought they were being credible. Through the Jews, the Druids XE "Druids" , Knights Templar, and Freemasonry, they took us briefly to Benjamin Franklin XE "Franklin, Benjamin"  in another fantastic connection to the Qumran community XE "Qumran community"  and Lord Dashwood—dizzying—to the Zodiac signs XE "Zodiac signs"  in Washington, D.C. The authors closed with a warning, “the great message from Uriel XE "Uriel"  is not about history. It is about the future. Think the unthinkable, says Uriel – the Earth will be hit again”; we had better pay attention and protect the planet, less we “become a memory, with as little remaining … as remains now of the Grooved Ware People XE "Grooved Ware People" .”
 

What would Jay Leno XE "Leno, Jay"  and Robin Williams XE "Williams, Robin"  say? We could pay off the U.S. national debt with pay-per-view specials on these comedians’ takes on Uriel XE "Uriel" ’s machine and megalithic math confirmed by poems. 
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3.f. Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Lomas XE "Lomas, Robert" ’ Book of Hiram
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In Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Lomas’s XE "Lomas, Robert"  The Book of Hiram—Freemasonry, Venus XE "Venus" , and the Secret Key to the Life of Jesus XE "Book of Hiram—Freemasonry, Venus, and the Secret Key to the Life of Jesus"  (2003), again, they talked as though they were insiders, as Masons, as they created their version of The Masonic Testament that they themselves mocked as “mumbo-jumbo” when viewed without their revelations.
 They said, “Although we are Freemasons ourselves, we have no agenda to promote or praise it in any way.”
 Did you hear that? They were what they did not promote or praise! In this book, the authors claimed to have had the help of many Masons and the families of Masons, and just forgot (I suppose) to tell the reader who they were. Who would knowingly help these men in their far-out business opportunism? The few advocates they listed were a part of their own industry. More importantly—and calculated on their part—they still had not talked to a Protestant or Catholic Mason or their scholars. Instead, they labored to prepare the reader to meet the scholars’ criticism; the authors knew there were challenges to their work, but had chosen not to write a book about any of those challenges. 

As strange as their books were, they also pretended like they were fresh researchers, like there had never been any critics of the Bible or critics of mainstream Christianity. But real scholars have existed for centuries with better lines of reasoning for undermining the Bible’s integrity and for challenging Christianity’s most precious doctrines; even today some believe that King David was a myth comparable to Camelot XE "Camelot" ’s King Arthur.
 Knight and Lomas believed in the integrity of everything but the Bible, including the Dead Sea Scrolls XE "Dead Sea Scrolls" , the Gilgamesh epic XE "Gilgamesh epic" , and the Book of Enoch XE "Book of Enoch" . The only time they quoted the Bible was when the verse was unclear or when it supported their fantasy. Excuse me, but the Bible is clear on many things, and there are a million scholars for two millennia that challenge them, over a hundred thousand today, not the least of which is the mighty Evangelical Theological Society.
 

It was clear now in their Book of Hiram XE "Book of Hiram—Freemasonry, Venus, and the Secret Key to the Life of Jesus"  that they own a market, sadly enough, that enjoyed a mocking look at Jewish history, King Solomon, Jesus, Christian history, and Masonry. Their book recycling led into their section called “The Masonic Testament XE "Masonic Testament" ,” with enumerated paragraphs for easy reference, as though they actually expected people to reference their Testament. They tried to make modern Masonry crucial to the foundation of Judaism, of Christianity, and of modern civilization, with Venus XE "Venus"  playing a large role in all of their calculations. They created a Masonic Testament from old rituals that they pieced together from their own motifs and a couple of decent items, putting this together as Masons while mocking it all the way. That was like an atheist claiming to be a Baptist and creating a Baptist Testament XE "Baptist Testament"  for Baptists. This made no sense except for the marketing income. 
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3.g. Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Butler XE "Lomas, Robert" ’s Civilization One
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In about 2005, it seemed like Christopher Knight and Robert Lomas had split up and apparently branched out into their own individual markets. In Civilization One, XE "Civilization One—The World Is Not as You Thought It Was"  Christopher Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Alan Butler XE "Butler, Alan"  tried to reveal a proto-civilization that used Megalithic math, a 366 degree circle, and a timekeeping pendulum on a string—yes, like a Duncan Yo-Yo XE "Duncan Yo-Yo" 

 XE "Yo-Yo"  unstrung—that measured time as the timekeeper swung it back and forth by hand.
 Tick-tock, and if held just right, it measured 3/1,000 XE "3/1,000"  of a modern second of time! They forwarded a united civilization west of the Himalayas based upon their elementary math calculations and their Yo-Yo XE "Yo-Yo"  that did not even walk the dog. In their last chapter, “A New Pardigm of Prehistory,” they recycled their previous publications, because one must purchase Knight and Lomas’ The Hiram Key as the key to all of their conglomerations. In an un-Sherlock way, they scattered their non-conclusive summations, as when they said, 

Unfortunately there are no documentary records of Neolithic traditions – but we know that the Sumerians and Ancient Egyptian specifically stated that a group of people with, what appeared to them to be, god-like powers arrived from somewhere unknown to instruct them in the sciences and teach them skills in manufacturing. These ‘Watchers’ XE "Watchers"  were thought of as gods.”
 

See Uriel’s Machine again XE "Uriel’s Machine" . The Civilization One’s “chosen ones” and the “Great Architect” predated the “ancient myths” of Moses, Gautama Buddha XE "Gautama Buddha" , Zoroaster XE "Zoroaster" , Jesus Christ XE "Jesus Christ" , and Muhammad XE "Muhammad" , and their chosen ones “trained the rest of the world … leading it out of the Stone Age XE "Stone Age" .”
 Rather anti-climatic, one had to look at their appendices to see how their Megalithic yard XE "Megalithic yard" , music, and the barley seed led into their appendix seven, “The Megalithic Principle and Freemasonry.” Therein, Christopher Knight rehashed his confusion regarding his own Masonic membership, concluding that this book “finally” ended his “personal quest, for in solving some part of the riddle of the Megalithic Yard XE "Megalithic Yard" , Alan and I have also identified the inspiration that lies behind Freemasonry.”

Knight walked us again through his own frustrated Masonic path, alleging once again that Masonry did not “know anything before 1717” until, thank goodness, he came along to rescue the world. Knight closed with his usual snide remarks on Masonry—listen closely to his very last sentence—he alleged again that the fraternity was dying “at the very moment that we are starting to understand the nature of the original secrets: the units of measurement that truly describe both heaven and earth.”
 Yes, according to Knight in his appendix—instead of his introduction or on the cover of his book—Freemasonry held the secret that he and his crew have finally figured out for the rest of the world; that is, Masonry has held the secret that Civilization One trained the world! Thank goodness Knight, the marketing manager, has come along to correct all of modern science and all of the religions of the world west of the Himalayas—based mostly upon his Megalithic math and his Yo-Yo, if held just right. 
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3.h. Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Butler XE "Lomas, Robert" ’s Solomon’s Power Brokers
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Christopher Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Alan Butler’s XE "Butler, Alan"  Solomon’s Power Brokers—The Secrets of Freemasonry, the Church, and the Illuminati XE "Solomon’s Power Brokers—The Secrets of Freemasonry, the Church, and the Illuminati"  recycled most of Knight’s previous discoveries in order to force a new twist upon God and at the further expense to the founding of the USA, Christianity, and of course Freemasonry at the center of it all: 

The Shekinah XE "Shekinah"  was something greater than Yahwey XE "Yahwey" , Ashtoreth XE "Ashtoreth"  or any other single god alone. Solomon understood that the light of the glorious Shekinah heralded the mating of the total godhead with the entire world of men. The forces of the god and goddess merged as one. This was the entire world of humans linking with the realm of the gods – Earth and heaven united as one.

With that, we took a familiar tour through the backwoods of the Knights Templar with more literal interpretation of old rituals, the Kabbalah XE "Kabbalah" , and of course the ever-present Rosslyn Chapel XE "Rosslyn Chapel" . As the cover title tantalized, we ended up in Washington, D.C., and the USA as beneficiaries of the “cry of liberty” from Masonic “Star Families XE "Star Families" ” who founded the USA.
 They slammed Albert Pike XE "Pike, Albert" , cheated the Catholic Church, and claimed that today, “Even as a self-help group, Freemasonry has now been effectively neutered,” though the authors repeatedly claimed to be insiders when it suited them.
 
In their last chapter (254-85), the authors saw Star Families XE "Star Families"  everywhere who used Christianity as a mechanism since the fall of Rome. The authors bypassed the conspiratorial attitudes, because they were revealing a real conspiracy. Really now, the Star Families had and have today an agenda to forward a vision of God that “was far more complex than that of Christianity, Islam or rabbinical Judaism,” who in their “programme” influenced English Masonry, the American Revolution, the industrial age, the Russian Revolution XE "Russian Revolution" , WWII XE "WWII" , the Marshall Plan XE "Marshall Plan" , the Common Market XE "Common Market" , the European Market XE "European Market" , even the Vatican Bank XE "Vatican Bank" , the Bilderberg Group XE "Bilderberg Group" , and today’s Isreal.
 I kid you not. All paths led to their ominous closing statements. “Jerusalem should become the new headquarters of the United Nations XE "United Nations" ” with the leader a pawn who speaks words that “will come from deep within the Star Families XE "Star Families" ” all leading to the convergence of nations and currencies with Jerusalem as “the global capital of the United Earth XE "United Earth" ”—whew, and then they closed—

King Solomon XE "King Solomon" ’s vision will have been achieved, but in a way far beyond what he envisaged. The most enigmatic, and at times the saddest, city that has always been the navel of the planet will have attained its ultimate goal:

The harmonious union of humankind.

What a conclusion, the end of their bedtime stories, all grounded upon their first book that started with Masonry being pointless, they as insiders, awaiting confirmation by jackhammer on the floors of the Rosslyn Chapel XE "Rosslyn Chapel" . 
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3.i. Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Butler XE "Lomas, Robert" ’s Before the Pyramids
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In 2009 and going strong, Christopher Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Alan Butler added layer upon layer in their Before the Pyramids, “openly critical of archaeologists” while alleging that they had “made contact with many world-class scholars in … biblical studies, geology, and astronomy” lamenting that “Archaeology has proved much harder to penetrate.”
 Well, after ten years, we truly do want to know. Who are the scholars? They did not share any but those in their on industry, but instead continued to challenge the world. This time they linked everything to Washington, D.C., via the Freemasons, courtesy of Megalithic math. Rightly mentioning David Ovason’s work, but they took off from there. In their last chapter, “The Proportions of the Gods,” they linked Washington, D.C., and the Pentagon with Freemasonry in another hodge-podge collection of Megalithic math without actually mentioning their Uriel’s Machine, except in a footnote. 

Toward the end, they gave more revelations. Washington, D.C., was planned just like the Rosslyn Chapel in Scotland—yes—Washington was “an intended repository for ‘something’ that almost certainly slept for centuries beneath the equally astronomically planned” Rosslyn Chapel; therefore, “Whatever this treasure may be it originally came from the Temple of Jerusalem.” The kicker being: “Are we looking at something so old it was once held by the patriarch Enoch?” They were dead serious and closed with:

What a story, what an adventure. For the remainder of our lives when we look up at the star-spangled sky … we will know that from the lonely uplands of Stone Age Britain to the first steps of a much more recent people desperate for freedom and self-determination, we are in good company. And whoever you are, you people of Washington, DC and probably elsewhere on our planet who already know these secrets … we can only admire…. It is now time to fully re-examine the history of mankind…. Archaeology must find a way to put aside its … assumptions and move forward.

The end, almost, though they need ten more appendices to defend their Megalithic math calculations, their pendulum Yo-Yo, and another slamming of modern archaeology with another pleading with the reader that “academics are unaware of that there are different sorts of thinking styles.” 

To help the reader, they gave four ways of thinking based upon their quadrants of the brain. The “A” quadrant was the top left of the brain and the analytical-factual thinkers, and the “D” quadrant was the top right of the brain for the “synthesizer, big picture, rule-breaking, innovative” thinkers. In this two-page appendix, they said, “Our thinking styles predominate in the D category.” Unbelievable—but at the end of their own book, they gave themselves a “D.” They closed with, “Science is surely the best thing every invented. It is a pity that so few people in academia actually use the real principles of science.”

 As wild a conspiracy as you will ever find, though it lacked the one ingredient crucial to becoming a bestseller—believable characters. Character counts here in all of their books, because their leader, Christopher Knight claimed to still be a Mason while making a mockery out all the way and at the same time challenging all of science and all religions west of the Himalayas. With a Yo-Yo and giving themselves a “D” in thinking! 
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3.j. The Hiram Literalist  Sensationalist Methodology

In this new genre we affectionately call the Hiram Literalist Sensationalists XE "Hiram Literalist Sensationalists" , we see a subculture very akin to the UFO subculture XE "UFO subculture" , only—so far—they have not secured the support of Inquirer tabloids or the internet.
 Because Christopher Knight, XE "Knight, Christopher"  Robert Lomas, XE "Lomas, Robert"  Alan Butler XE "Butler, Alan" , et al, had a social sensitivity, their methodology became clearer the more of their books one read. They placed a blanket of literalism over the symbolism and tucked underneath the bed the allegorical meaning of Masonry throughout. Character counting—oh no, not these authors, for Masonry was far too complicated for any Mason to truly understand; yet, when it suited them, they knew a few things because they were insiders. 

Their stretching of history and science made Masonry far more influential that it was. Yet, their stretches were not their largest gaps in logic, not their largest departures from real history, and certainly not their largest offense to the histories of the civilizations that they harassed. A rather simple key to understanding their method unfolded. Throughout, they used Freemasonry as the conduit for all of their challenges. The key to unraveling their allegations was that they chose just a few points in Masonry to substantiate their entire worldview, maybe fifty points of Masonry’s legendary symbols and allegorical stories. Turn their key and see their entire marketing machine fall apart. Turn their Hiram key on how Masonry was connected to all. That is, why such a small selection? It is no wonder they did not reference Albert Pike XE "Pike, Albert" ’s Morals and Dogma XE "Morals and Dogma"  or the current Scottish Rite manual. 

Piecemeal throughout, they never told us how they chose their few pieces from Masonry over the millions of other items they left alone. They pretended to discern Freemasonry by rejecting its symbolic-moral lessons—wholly and wholeheartedly—as they walked through 10,000 years of earth history, 2,000 years of Christian history, and 300 years of modern Masonry history. They picked and chose, leaving untouched glaciers of similarly and often more prominent items. They went to the fossil grave yard and picked only a few bones to create their own species of dinosaur, a real Frankenstein concoction, and made that monster challenge not only Freemasonry today, but also modern science, all religions, and the founding of the USA. Godzilla XE "Godzilla"  on a rampage. Using their key, if one was going to use Masonry symbols to unravel hitherto unseen mysteries of modern civilization west of the Himalayas XE "Himalayas, west of" , then—by God—use all of Freemasonry.

Can you see the box they have locked themselves into? How many books do they have out now? I stopped buying at ten. They have new partners. I have no desire to see how many offshoots will come off the presses. Their market-based history making failed the moment its piece-meal high-jacking came to light. What can we say about their fallacious fossil reconstructions? Do not go the Dollar Store to find a new engine for the Space Shuttle XE "Space Shuttle" . A scientist puts everything on the table. Turn the Hiram key and look at Freemasonry’s 300+ years and place upon the table of analysis the ten million things this dynamic duo left behind.  

Yes, the cow jumped over the moon, snatched some moon cheese, and Freemasonry was responsible—they would like us to believe. In the process, a legend of legions in Masonry was kept in the dark all along. 

[image: image23.jpg]H





4. Faith Pronouncements by Major Religious Bodies

This fourth category is composed of documents from a large religious body or denomination that has given some manner of official written condemnation of Masonry. This includes the SBC work, but the top contender is the large article in the Catholic Encyclopedia XE "Catholic Encyclopedia"  on Masonry.
 The Roman Catholic article is perhaps the best religious statement by a major faith group, with precedents in several Papal encyclicals XE "Papal encyclicals"  over many years, seen Whalen and Fisher above. Several Christian faith groups have made smaller statements. Yet compared to the SBC Closer Look XE "Closer Look" , this Catholic piece was like an old sturdy Dodge truck XE "Dodge truck"  still working after all these years, still capable of a shine in a few places, next to the SBC Red Flyer wagon XE "Red Flyer wagon" . This could convince many Catholics, though it made Masonry a religion and closed with inconsistent Pagan implications. 
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5. Free Lance—James L. Holly XE "Holly, James L." ’s SBC & Freemasonry
The fifth category is that of a Christian or religious layman who has set himself against Freemasonry. There are many, and James L. Holly is the capstone, for he is a credentialed medical doctor who has given a lot of time and financing for his tirade. Holly sent 5,000 copies of his Southern Baptist Convention and Freemasonry XE "Southern Baptist Convention and Freemasonry"  to SBC leaders prior to the 1993 convention in his hot pursuit. Severe problems on every page seemed to indicate that Holly’s fire eclipsed his judgment, for he has written some thoughtful Christian work. Nevertheless, Holly’s worst comment was “fiendish devils XE "fiendish devils" .”
 I initiated a civil chat with Holly as a long-time Baptist, that lasted several months, but he it quickly came to an end when in the due course of the conversations my Masonry came to light. He had a homegrown contradiction in his fiendish devils that he himself could not and would not resolve between his reverent love for his father and that father’s long-standing Freemasonry membership. Though a medical doctor, he would not address the disparity or help others understand. The disparity was a huge wart on his work that he pretended not to see. See a 60-page review and his response:

www.PreciousHeart.net/fm/Holly.htm and response at /Holly_Response.htm
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6. Ex-Masons Turned Saboteurs
6.a. Ronayne’s Baal-Worship 
6.c. Shaw’s The Deadly Deception
6.b. Salza’s Why Catholics Cannot Be Masons
6.d. Schnoebelen’s Masonry Beyond the Light
The sixth category is from the Freemason turned saboteur. Former Masons David Bernard’s XE "Bernard, David"  Light on Masonry and Henry Ward’s XE "Ward, Henry Dana"  Free Masonry slammed the fraternity, the first saying he doubted it while he was a member yet not analyzing a thing, while the latter rattled forth with perhaps the largest collection of sources of any critic to date XE "Light on Masonry—A Collection of All the Most Important Documents on the Subject of Free Masonry"  XE "Free Masonry—Its Pretensions Exposed in Faithful Extracts of Its Standard Authors" .
 Both Bernard and Ward were precedents to many, but never referenced by any today, though they were 180+ years old! In these and the following pseudo exposés, a Mason will recognize much, so a lot has not changed for centuries! 
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6.a. Edmond Ronayne’s Baal-Worship 

Ex-Mason Edmond Ronayne XE "Ronayne, Edmond"  wrote his 1887 The Master’s Carpet or Masonry and Baal-Worship XE "Baal-Worship"  Identical proudly claiming to be a Past Master of the Keystone Lodge No. 639 XE "Keystone Lodge, No. 639" 

 XE "Lodge, No. 639, Keystone" , Chicago, Illinois. He corkscrewed the worst interpretation with no more than his own declarations, just like Blanchard and  XE "Blanchard, Jonathan" James L. Holly XE "Holly, James L." . Just how much Pagan Baal worship did one have to lead before he discovered what he is actually doing? We will never know the true story, but Ronayne occulted the story of his leaving the lodge. His often bloated rhetoric was not backed by cogent analysis. In the aftermath, like the early creators of Frankenstein, Ronayne XE "Ronayne, Edmond"  avoided the character counting so profuse in the lodge that he used to lead. He had some seriously secret issues. The claim of Paganism did not make it so. Claiming a symbol had Pagan origins did not make it Pagan today, not any more than any Pagan origins for several Easter or Christmas emblems made them Pagan today.  
Ronayne illustrated with a drawing of the god Fides XE "Fides, goddess of secrecy"  XE "goddess of secrecy, Fides"  and explained it as the goddess of secrecy represented by “two human figures holding each other by the right hand.” Ronayne noted how the shaking of right hands was a western custom even in 1879. Yet he took us from there to saying that Freemasonry revived “the rite of secrecy from the ‘Ancient Mysteries’ of Baal” and therefore had “actually borrowed, and regards with religious veneration, the idol goddess, in whose name the obligations, or oaths of secrecy were always administered.”
 Did Ronayne XE "Ronayne, Edmond"  believe that Masonry was the origin of the right hand shake of welcome? Hard to tell. Yet there was not a droplet of rationale that made his paragraphs link together. And, so, what about our right-hand shakes today? Ronayne did not give a person with a brain a clue about how to see the goddess worship XE "goddess worship"  he just declared.

Just because the ancient god Fides XE "Fides, goddess of secrecy"  XE "goddess of secrecy, Fides"  was about fidelity and was represented by two humans shaking with the right hand, goodness, that does not mean that each time I shake a hand I am giving allegiance to a Pagan god, not on the street or in the lodge. Here! You can have my right hand on that. 
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6.b. John Salza XE "Salza, John" ’s Why Catholics Cannot Be Masons XE "Why Catholics Cannot Be Masons" 
John Salza XE "Salza, John" ’s Why Catholics Cannot Be Masons XE "Why Catholics Cannot Be Masons"  was by another Mason who left Masonry after progressing to the 32°. He was also an attorney, the back cover advertised, and I did not bother to look at his earlier Masonry Unmasked XE "Masonry Unmasked" .
 How he traveled that far without seeing his darkness was the real mystery. In this book, he did not mention Albert Pike, though Salza XE "Salza, John"  had been a 32° in the Scottish Rite that was led by Pike XE "Pike, Albert"  for decades. Salza XE "Salza, John"  used the Heirloom Masonic Bible XE "Heirloom Masonic Bible" , which will certainly confuse many non-Masons to be sure, and a few Masons too, who together might think Masons had a special holy book; Salza XE "Salza, John"  withheld that those Bibles were editions of the KJV with Masonic notes. Ironically, the same Masonic Bible XE "Masonic Bible"  publisher DeVore and Sons XE "DeVore and Sons"  Inc. was also a large publisher of Catholic Bibles. 
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Like many, Salza XE "Salza, John"  did not mention any predecessors, trying to portray himself like fresh man of genius in a new exposé. The additional irony was that his book was by the same Catholic publisher, TAN Books, as Paul A. Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A." ’s mighty Behind the Lodge Door—Church, State, and Freemasonry in America XE "Behind the Lodge Door—Church, State, and Freemasonry in America" , published twenty years earlier. 

Similar to Whalen above (Chap. 7.A.1.a.) and hardly worth mentioning, the Square and Compasses’ XE "Square and Compasses"  odd configuration had only one point above the Square representing the Fellowcraft XE "Fellowcraft"  or second degree. Only one version is used universally to represent Masonry, and that has both Compass points above the Square for the Master Mason’s degree with a very clear meaning for centuries (Chap. 1.D.). Was that just another oversight by a 32° Mason?

Salza XE "Salza, John"  used numerous Popes’ writings to correct what he revealed about Masonry, but Salza XE "Salza, John"  ignored the correctives and how Masonry never claimed to be a religion. Salza XE "Salza, John"  wrote for Catholics, but he included all Christians. He nearly spoke like an evangelical while inserting several Catholic theological idioms that would not offend any non-Catholic Christians.

If Masonry was not a religion, most of Salza XE "Salza, John"  walked the plank.

Salza XE "Salza, John"  purposely twisted what he knew better, or should have known as a 32° Mason and as an investigative attorney. Using the Masonic Bible XE "Masonic Bible" , he gave a prime example of darkness as a “symbol of ignorance XE "symbol of ignorance" ,” then tried to turn the initiation upside down: “Even though the Christian candidate has been baptized into the light of Jesus Christ XE "Jesus Christ" —thereby receiving Sanctifying Grace … Masonry nevertheless declares that he is in a state of spiritual and mystical darkness.” Yes, he quoted “symbol of ignorance,” then interpreted literally for his refutation. Did he just forget that everyone, and he himself, had to have a religion before entering and signed one’s signature to a petition declaring he already believed in God? He remembered that, he certainly did. Worse, he quoted Allen E. Roberts XE "Roberts, Allen E."  too, who likewise said clarified “symbolically” on the same page.
 One cannot fight that kind of logic. Not being a religion, but a fraternity that profusely dealt with character counting in a vast array of symbols and allegories, one wondered just how much in the darkness Salza XE "Salza, John"  was when he entered and progressed.
Like many, Salza XE "Salza, John"  betrayed his oath of secrecy to reveal parts of the lodge and then tossed in his afterburner interpretations. Salza XE "Salza, John"  quoted the symbolic nature of several portions, but then he took them literally every time so that he could correct how “Catholics are to pick up their cross and follow Jesus Christ XE "Jesus Christ" .”
 Really now. Nothing new there. It seemed like Salza XE "Salza, John"  needed to re-instruct his fellow Catholics on their own catechism. If one presumed Masonry a religion, then one ought to have clarified the religion. The easy part was to take one’s own faith and declare it as the standard, which Masons are encouraged to do, to follow their own faith—and Salza XE "Salza, John"  knew that, but just turned it upside down. 

The edicts of the Popes were another matter, as we reflected above in Whalen and Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A." , yet Masonry has never asked any Catholic to go against their faith. Not that hard to address, still, as mentioned in the reviews of Whalen’s and Fisher XE "Fisher, Paul A." ’s works, there was a vortex XE "vortex"  of sorts where several powerful Catholics were against the fraternity and vice versa, and the swirl of attack-defenses between Catholics and Masons have been very hard to track through the 1800s and early 1900s—like tornados that touch down from time to time and throw trash all over. Clean up is a bear, and sometimes you cannot clean up everything or solidly discover where blame goes. Yet, the vortex has abated in the last several decades. Perhaps the truth is making progress. As for Masonry, it has for 300-plus years encouraged the Mason to place his fraternity under his faith, family, and country—they come first—and Salza XE "Salza, John"  knew that too, but kept it hidden.
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6.c. Jim Shaw’s The Deadly Deception XE "Deadly Deception—Freemasonry Exposed … by One of Its Top Leaders" 
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Jim Shaw claimed every Masonic title in his and Tom McKenney XE "McKenney, Tom" ’s The Deadly Deception XE "Deadly Deception—Freemasonry Exposed … by One of Its Top Leaders" . The first 90 pages revealed Shaw’s personal history with an abusive father, took us briefly through his working in all of Masonry, then to a finale of sorts with his being considered for the 33°. Yet, just before receiving the 33°, he was diagnosed with cataracts, and his eye doctor told him of his spiritual blindness. As Shaw gave a lecture for graduating 32° Masons, he began to realize his conflict: “Either the ‘Old Religions’ and the teachings of Masonry are right and the Bible is wrong,” and vice versa, so “Both could not be right.” Shaw sought counsel, read the Bible, especially the Gospel of John, and John 6:47—“He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” He did believe and was saved. After his eye surgery and on their way home from the hospital, he told his wife how people from the doctor’s church visited him, but no one from his lodge visited. That was so sad. His wife said she had also told the Eastern Star XE "Eastern Star" , but no one had come from the OES either. “The contrast was clear and unmistakable.” In chapter ten (pp. 99-109), he described his initial elation at receiving the 33° and then a confusing turn, where he groaned forth the three-day ceremony with an increasingly loathing cynicism: “I guess this was because of the profound changes going on down deep within me.” Yes, he said, “I guess.” He did not know what was troubling him! He returned home, saw his doctor (never named), and his eyes were getting better. Latter in the year, as he presided at a Scottish Rite Meeting, he began to interpret everything out of proportion, even as though he was dramatizing “the snuffing out of the life of Jesus” and then vowed that he would “never return…. I was walking, after such a long time, out of the darkness and into the light.”

In chapter 11 (pp. 111-22), Shaw chronicled how his Mason friends failed to understand, some angry, and more misunderstanding about the lodge: “Jesus was now in my heart and everything was changing.” He and his wife “began attending the [eye] doctor’s church regularly,” started night classes at the Bible College associated with the church, and he learned how to lead someone to the Lord, all while being shunned by the brothers “as if we had leprosy.”
 The two authors gave a couple of pages of epilogue to page 125, and one was left wondering where in the world the Deadly Deception XE "Deadly Deception—Freemasonry Exposed … by One of Its Top Leaders"  took place on his journey.

From pages 126-58, five appendices attempted to document the deception, apparently, but if one read the contexts of the quotes they used, it was clear they missed the boat. Who wrote the appendices, Shaw or McKenney XE "McKenney, Tom" ? They or Shaw quoted from Albert Pike, as most critics do, but did not appreciate Pike’s context. The worst was their illusions of phallic XE "phallic"  worship, yes, the “Foundation of Masonic Symbolism,” twisting the references of Albert Mackey and Albert Pike upside-down, in a teeny tiny whirlwind meant to distract in their whopping five-page squeak.
 Character counting took a heavy slap in the face if one swallowed their twists. One also got the impression that McKenny wrote the appendices, because Shaw would have known better in all the degrees and the lectures he led rather than to impute so much roughage and deny all of the character counting traits in all of the degrees. 

Another subtle irony appeared. In the beginning “Acknowledgements,” Shaw gave his “humble thanks to all … especially Gynel Newton Wilson XE "Wilson, Gynel Newton" , Jackson, Tennessee, who generously gave hundreds of hours in coordinating preparation of the manuscript … salted with sound editorial advice.”
 This was a small book bearing the brunt of it his speedy testimony, and it needed “hundreds of hours” of preparation by a third editor! McKenney XE "McKenney, Tom"  was a graduate of two state universities (the back cover said), and Shaw was a Bible College graduate—we can assume they knew how to write a little. Just how much of his own testimony needed editing? That was not even an ad hominem bite as much as it was simply another obvious self-revelation of their exaggerations and lack of precision throughout, even in this heavily edited though very small book.  
A grave question arose: Why in the world did he proceed to accept the 33° in such a cynical way? He had doubts when he arrived and doubts throughout the presentation weekend. He told us a lot about his character there.

Throughout, he appeared sad and surprised when his apparently long-lived Masonic friends—many of them Christians too—found it strange that he would turn on them. He did not include a single quote from his Christian Mason friends, just disappointment that they did not continue as usual, though he turned their fraternity into a deadly deception XE "deadly deception" . Surprise! He should have dealt with the character counting elements throughout all of the degrees and in his friends. He lamented his rather lowly station in life in several places and appeared troubled all of his life. He was right about one thing—someone was wrong. Either he was wrong or a legion of legends were wrong. 
After all that, it was clear that Shaw did not come to the fraternity with a religion or with any defined belief in God. All lodges in the USA have required a belief in God before one was accepted; he had to put his signature to that. Yet, simultaneously, he made Masonry his religion, missed the multiple references on how Masonry was not a religion or substitute, and missed the references encouraging a man to follow his own faith in respect of others. Shaw was clear—he was saved from Masonry, ironically enough, instead of saved from his sin; yes, the darkness was his Masonry not his separation from God. Apparently, even the Bible school he went to did not help him clarify his own theology. Worst of all, he never sought out a Christian Freemason, though he knew many. 
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6.d. William Schnoebelen XE "Schnoebelen, William"  and Chick Pub.’s Masonry Beyond the Light XE "Deadly Deception—Freemasonry Exposed … by One of Its Top Leaders" 
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It is very fitting to close this series of book reviews with Chick Publications, for we will have traveled from the most difficult to the easiest, and certainly from the most complicated to the most entertaining of the Frankenstein concoctions. William Schnoebelen XE "Schnoebelen, William"  wrote his Masonry Beyond the Light XE "Masonry Beyond the Light"  (1991) for Chick Publications XE "Chick Publications" , which was established in 1961 by Jack T. Chick, XE "Chick, Jack T."  a top publisher of little comic books on a host of Christian tales of spiritual conquest and angel-versus-demon stories XE "angel-versus-demon stories" . I remember thirty years ago giving these to seventh graders in our church youth group in Dallas as a young volunteer youth minister. I had glanced through many of them, then, for you can thumb through most in a minute or two. The kiddos sure loved the little comics. It was not until years later I picked up a couple that were pure hatred, and it was their super-hateful anti-Catholic tracts that ended my foray. I mean to say, as bad as anything ever said about Masonry, Chick has said the same about the Catholic Church, often using terms like whore and Satan XE "Satan"  in their cartoons.

It is not surprising that many groups have rejected Chick’s hateful tactics. Just about everything not in a fundamentalist Christian group is demonized and part of a Pagan or Satanic something, including Harry Potter XE "Harry Potter books"  books, Halloween XE "Halloween" , and Dungeon and Dragons XE "Dungeon and Dragons"  role-play games. Chick’s anti-Catholic views have blamed the church for the Civil War XE "Civil War" , the Ku Klux Klan XE "Ku Klux Klan" , Nazism XE "Nazism" , and even the assassination of Lincoln XE "Lincoln, Abraham" . And they have a load of cartoons to prove it all! 

Therefore, one can see how impressed I was when I read on the back cover that Schnoebelen XE "Schnoebelen, William"  had taught Witchcraft for 16 years, a fact he also mentioned in his introduction. And he practiced Masonry for 9 years. A few pages into his work, we heard his testimony. He told us how after having spent “my entire life of thirty-four years jumping through religious hoops” … “God had moved upon my life” and “Through a remarkable series of events I had knelt at my beside, holding a crumpled Chick tract in my trembling fingers.”
 Then he struggled with his Mormonism XE "Mormonism"  and was “convicted of the sin of Freemasonry”—the fraternity was sin. Another formative book in his life was The God Makers XE "God Makers" , who he himself revealed was authored by a man excommunicated from the Mormon Church for adultery XE "adultery" . Nevertheless, The God Makers XE "God Makers"  showed Schnoebelen XE "Schnoebelen, William"  the “occult and luciferian roots of Masonry in such a way that I knew even U.S. Masonry was steeped in hellbroth XE "hellbroth"  and damnation.”
 

Qualifications enough—and, yes, he was 32( degree Mason too, before he saw the light of Mr. Chick’s cartoons.

In chapter one, Schnoebelen XE "Schnoebelen, William"  said, 

Masonry is an anti-Christian religion, and when … especially Christian leaders join it, we should become alarmed…. Their eyes are darkened by sin. They are what I was when I became a Mason-pagans XE "Mason-pagans" .
 

He slammed Paganism without defining it. How dare any Christian be a Pagan! He declared that Christian leaders were Pagan and in the dark, but without any explanation and without naming any. He just knew that, too, apparently before he became a Christian leader himself. Before closing chapter one he accused Masons of trusting in their lambskin XE "lambskin"  apron more than the lamb of God XE "lamb of God"  and the lodge master more than Jesus Christ—but, again, could not name anyone! XE "Jesus Christ" 

 XE "Christ, Jesus" 
In chapter two, Masonry was the U.S. “civil religion” that he corrected and declared to be just a “club,” but then—like lightning—it became a religion again because of Webster and some stretching, including a quote from Mackey that Masonry was not Christianity. Are you dizzy? Amazing. 

In his six-page chapter three, he did a jig with the Masonic title of “worshipful master” and revealed to his readers, by God, that no one should worship two masters—what news that was. I guess the “Masters” Golf Tournament XE "Masters Golf Tournament"  would be anathema XE "anathema"  too.

In chapter four, he tried to claim that the God of Masonry was a secret, apparently because he could not find the Masonry God, and then we find out another portion of his testimony: 

When I applied for Lodge membership, I was a witch, and attended an Episcopal XE "Episcopal Church"  church. I was stupid enough to think the witch god, Lucifer XE "Lucifer" , was the Supreme Being XE "Supreme Being" , the father of Jesus.

From there, he made a case for the “Mr. Potato-Head XE "Mr. Potato-Head" 

 XE "Potato-Head" ” God, and that was how the rest of his book went. He thought there was a specific God of Masonry, but could not find it, while calling Masonry simultaneously Pagan and Luciferian. But the real story was sadder, and it was the story of his life. This poor fellow had a terrible time until he found the Chick cartoon that led him to the light of Christ. He blamed Christian brothers in his lodge for not witnessing to him while he kept his witchcraft-while-member-of-Episcopal church status in the dark. Goodness, what did he want the brothers to say? I suppose if he had leveled with them about how “stupid” he was in the first place, they could have helped him in the lodge with his Masonry or out of the lodge with his church’s faith. 

How his Mormonism XE "Mormonism"  fit into all this was still a mystery. He admitted that he had to declare his belief in God prior to entering, but he still made Masonry a religion. You heard nothing about a respect for conscience or the character counting elements throughout all of Masonry. This book qualified as the silliest anti-Masonry book and a rather humorous convoluting read, written by a sub-amateur comedian. 

In chapter 15, just to pick one hodge-podge collection, we saw in the first four pages anachronisms XE "anachronisms"  flying up like popcorn XE "popcorn" , in this very order: Masons knelt to the Dog-star XE "Dog-star"  god “Set” of ancient Egypt, then we saw the Middle Ages XE "Middle Ages" , “bombshells” of WWII XE "WWII" , Manly Hall XE "Hall, Manly Palmer" , Dionysian Artificers XE "Dionysian Artificers" , Pythagoras XE "Pythagoras" , and—I kid you not—the Yetzidis XE "Yetzidis"  who worshiped the Peacock Angel XE "Peacock Angel" 

 XE "Angel, Peacock"  who were persecuted by the Muslims in the 13th century. Come now—the Peacock Angel—I smiled too! Chronologically dizzying, but very entertaining. Yes, all that in four pages with seven endnotes. After that extensive lesson in history, his “Talking Head XE "Talking Head" ” section of two paragraphs introduced Baphomet XE "Baphomet"  with a half-page illustration of the ugly goat-headed man XE "goat-headed man" , which he also claimed was a variation of Muhammed XE "Muhammed" —really, he said that—referencing the Compact Edition of the Oxford English Dictionary XE "Compact Edition of the Oxford English Dictionary" , no less!
 Yet, the edition of the dictionary that I have did not list the goat-headed man or the allusion to Muhammed, but said one definition of Baphomet XE "Baphomet"  was a Caballistic backward abbreviation for tem. o. h. p. a. b., from temple omnium hominumpacis abbas XE "temple omnium hominumpacis abbas" , translated as, “Abbet (father) of the temple of peace of all men.”
 He reflected that Cabalistic term, but focused upon the ugly goat! The goat! Now we have a critic who misrepresented the Oxford English Dictionary of all things for—hold your breath—a goat! If he would have thumbed through a couple of hundred more pages, to the term Freemasonry in his own Oxford dictionary, he would have found a definition of honor that he could have used, representing the history of the fraternity in England in 1717.
Someone with more inclination could document how this book was a Mr. Potato-Head XE "Potato-Head, Mr." 

 XE "Mr. Potato-Head"  concoction, even—we cannot resist—a Potato-Head Frankenstein. He exchanged ears and noses so fast and so often that we could tell what he was trying to say a lot of the time. He tried to blame Masonry for his darkness, the darkness of Christian leaders, and so many other odd-ball things. He never went back to his Christian friends, but he included several dialogues with Masons he met in the street, mocking their lack faith.  

Unique in the literature and his most outstanding achievement, he gave us the diagnosis of many social problems in his chapter 21. Oh my, this chapter was worth the price of the book alone, and if one read it first, the rest would have actually made more sense. His spiritual journey was complete, and he could tell where and when Satan was in control. In five successive clips, bulleted, he gave a cross-section of society’s ills and how all of the problems were solved with the renunciation of Masonry. Quoting exactly, here they are:

· A teenage girl has epileptic seizures so horrible that no medication can help. Her parents’ renunciation of Masonry begins a process which ends with her being healed of the epilepsy by the power of Jesus!

· A high level officer in the Eastern Star XE "Eastern Star"  wakes up to night terrors involving a goat-headed demon XE "goat-headed demon"  trying to molest her the night after she performed Star rituals. These awful occurrences stopped when she renounced the Star and quit.

· A grandchild with severe learning disabilities is miraculously brought nearly up to speed within days of his grandmother renouncing the Masonic ties in her family.

· A woman with crippling MS is brought into complete remission by cutting her ties to the Eastern Star XE "Eastern Star"  and asking the Lord to forgive her for that association.

· A suicidal teen who is into Satanism XE "Satanism"  and black metal music comes forward for prayer and receives Jesus after her mom renounces the generational Masonic links through the child’s grandfather.

The implications flew out of this world. The connections with grandparents were the most revealing in the generational connections to serious physical and psychological ailments XE "psychological ailments" . Schnoebelen and Chick Publications XE "Chick Publications"  deserved the Nobel Prize XE "Nobel Prize"  or the Gong Show XE "Gong Show" . Furthermore, 

Because information such as you find in this book has been kept out of most Christian media, parents are often astonished to learn that Masonry can be such a cancer in the home. This is due to a lack of good teaching on the cult of Masonry in churches, and because of the lack of preaching on the issue of spiritual headship in the home.

Part of the problem was with the Christian church, too, for not listening to him. From there it only got more entertaining. In the next section, he instructed us on headship, how 1 Corinthians 11:3 XE "1 Corinthians 11, 3"  said Christ was the head of every man and the “head of the woman is the man.” Women were part of the problem too, even when a godly man married a woman, he “takes ‘power’ over her because of the angels,” for there were other angels who could tempt her or the strangest of all: “Others [angels] say they are good angels who are scandalized by seeing a wife out from under the authority of her husband.”
 Of course, there are some Chick cartoons vividly illustrating the angels, only he did not mention them. Caveat emptor XE "caveat emptor" —here come the lizards XE "lizard/s" .

On June 6, 2010, at www.Chick.com XE "Chick.com" , you could see their latest two tracts, “Is Allah XE "Allah"  Like You?” and “The Little Sneak XE "Little Sneak" .” The first depicted “Abdul” who regularly beat his wife and child in their Muslim home, depicted as the Islamic norm. After the violence, Abdul searched Islam XE "Islam" , with the cartoonists presenting the worst picture. Then Abdul received a vision from heaven to “Go to the market,” where a man gave Abdul a small book of the words of the “Prophet Jesus XE "Prophet Jesus" .” Of course, he was saved and his home turned loving—it’s a miracle. No need for the church there either.
 

Now I have some Muslim friends, and—like them—I believe my Christian faith to be the only faith. In the last nearly twenty years as a prison chaplain, I have had amicable conversations on faith, God, and religion with Muslims, Buddhists XE "Buddhists" , Wiccans XE "Wiccans" , and more. They did not win me, nor I them; once that was settled, we had a professional relationship. A few are long-standing friends that I know as honorable as anyone I know, and more honorable in some cases. As a Christian Mason, we can agree with a Muslim Mason that love, truth, and immortality are absolute values under one supreme God, and we can meet together in a lodge or over lunch without sacrificing any absolute value that we disagree upon—kind of like any two heads of state would meet in any embassy throughout the civilized world. It is precisely these kinds of Chick caricatures of Muslims in this 16-cent tract that helps spread dissension and misunderstanding. 

“The Little Sneak” was advertised as a missionary story with “little words,” meaning it was mostly cartoons. In some unnamed African country, a little boy stole his parents small cache of money and buried it somewhere in the dirt, to the glee of a lizard XE "lizard/s"  standing on two legs with fangs and a horned head—the Devil, we guess. After his parents confronted him, a black-man angel showed up in the boy’s conscience. Because of no money, the family was tossed out and became homeless. A Black preacher in a tie and white shirt preached to the three who were then living in rags. The family was saved (no words), the child gave the money back, and the evil landlord returned the key to their one-room shack. Then, for some reason, the child was struck by lightening—graphic cartoon of him being electrocuted and shocked out of his shoes, yes, electrocuted to death—and the black-man angel carried the boy to heaven while the earthly lizard XE "lizard/s"  fretted. Soon, the whole family entered heaven and lived happily ever after.
 

Really now? Who was “The Little Sneak XE "Little Sneak" ” designed for? Was someone going to give that tract out on the streets of Somalia XE "Somalia" ? Was it meant for thieving inner-city black children? Was it meant for any street on earth, be that Houston XE "Houston" , L.A. XE "L.A."  New York, Calcutta XE "Calcutta" 

 XE "New York" , or Katmandu XE "Katmandu" ? What was the message? Why couldn’t the family live happily ever after in their one-room shack? Like all of the white people who are saved with Chick tracts? Worse, just how many little children know the value of money, enough to steal it from their parents? I think child specialist Jean Piaget XE "Piaget, Jean"  could have helped Chick. Yet, I doubt this track was even meant for little thieving black children. And if it was not, then I am stumped as to what the sneaky message was in “The Little Sneak.”

Why had no one written a theology or a psychology of Chick?

Chick Publications have two tracts on Masonry, “The Curse of Baphomet XE "Curse of Baphomet" ” and “The Unwelcome Guest,” and several articles posted under the byline “Battle Cry XE "Battle Cry" ” against Masonry. Both tracts have two identical pages where Albert Pike XE "Pike, Albert"  is claimed to worship Lucifer XE "Lucifer"  and other blather debunked by de Hoyos XE "de Hoyos, Arturo"  and Morris XE "Morris, Brent"  and others decades ago.
 

On the cover of “The Unwelcome Guest XE "Unwelcome Guest" ” there was black silhouette of a man in an overcoat wearing a hat, carrying two sacks, standing in the doorway. The Mason in the story was a crook, and things went downhill fast for fictional “Larry.” At one point, Larry was told by his pastor that at his initiation “the god of Masonry entered your body.” The pastor knelt with Larry and prayed, “Spirit of Masonry, I command you to depart in Jesus’ name.” In this cartoon, a more detailed and larger scaly lizard XE "lizard/s"  appeared, with a fanged double beak and radial fans on each side of his face and no horns, demanding, “No! I serve Baphomet XE "Baphomet" , the god of Masonry. You must worship me! Your family, your church, your country … are mine!”
 As Larry prayed, a white-man angel appeared with a sword, and the fanged-beaked lizard XE "lizard/s"  flew away from Larry’s head. The pastor then instructed Larry on Albert Pike XE "Pike, Albert" , Satan XE "Satan" , and Lucifer XE "Lucifer" , and other fully debunked blather, referencing this time Schnoebelen XE "Schnoebelen, William" ’s book. 

A lot of flying lizards
" 
 inhabited the world of Chick, often side by side a load of racially specific angels. This was Chick theology, XE "Chick theology"  created upon a storyboard and emotionally charged by a cartoonist’s whimsical pencil. 

Chick tracts are for adults, not just children, and they are a serious affair that affects children’s perceptions of the world, that is, when a child could understand them. The tracts are divisive, should a weak-minded adult believe them. But they are especially divisive should a child be given one by an adult, the child believing the adult. Character counts here to high heaven, literally, in many profound ways, where an adult’s character could influence a child into believing all this theology by lizard XE "theology by lizard" 

 XE "lizard theology" 

 XE "lizard/s" . A child could be prejudiced against his neighborhood friends. Some pastor could frighten a child, possibly, until the child asked his father or grandfather about Masonry, and then the church itself would fall into disrepute. We know who the child will believe, yes? Certainly—without a droplet of doubt—the the child would believe his or her own father and grandfather, and thereafter, Chick would take a hit that also ricocheted and hit the church. Believe it, children are impressionable, and such blather could cause fear in a child who found himself in an unChick-sponsored hospital, like a Scottish Rite or Shriners’ hospital, or a Catholic hospital like St. Luke XE "St. Luke's hospital" ’s. 

I did not see any Chick hospitals anywhere, or money going to any kind of physical need anywhere on earth at their web site. Chick tracking is hard to do, and you can read their vast array of conspiracy- and fear-mongering material in Spanish, German, and Chinese.

We have come full circle here. More than any single Chick tract, Schnoebelen XE "Schnoebelen, William" ’s book by Chick helped with Chick clarity, for this is another religion, where ministers see angels everywhere and ministers like Schnoebelen XE "Schnoebelen, William"  believe all the rest of the Christian church just missed the boat. Using Masonry as a Pagan-catch all while ignoring real Paganism, this was not even a Frankenstein concoction. It is not real Christianity, real Masonry, or even real Paganism. Even Pagans would find both Schnoebelen XE "Schnoebelen, William" ’s and Chick Publications’ lack of continuity confusing, as Pagans have more solidarity and definition in their specific denominations than the Chick theology XE "Chick theology"  does. Though, admittedly, I would like to see a competent philosophy of lizard XE "philosophy of lizard" 

 XE "lizard philosophy"  dynamics, say a Chick lizardology XE "lizardology" , or something describing the phylum XE "phylum"  or taxonomy XE "taxonomy"  of the vast array of flying and other up-right walking quadra-pedal creatures in the Chick worldview.

Worst of all, there was no accounting whatsoever for the good anyone has done in Masonry, Catholicism XE "Catholicism" , Mormonism XE "Mormonism" , or Islam XE "Islam" . What of the legion of legends in Masonry? Not a peep. Masonry’s character counting was nowhere to be seen. If the Shriners XE "Shriners"  were a bad as Schnoebelen XE "Schnoebelen, William"  said, spiritually, then why were they doing more free care for children than Chick has done through its cartoon deliverance programs? As Chick cartoons delivered Schnoebelen XE "Schnoebelen, William"  as an adult? These cartoon tracts brought people to the lord and saved from every social ill imaginable—more than church members, it appeared—and from businessmen and suicidal teens in America to the thieving illiterate in Africa!

What Christian denomination is Schnoebelen XE "Schnoebelen, William" ? What is Chick Publication’s denomination? He and Chick did not tell us, except for a bare-bones one-page internet statement of faith that most Christians would not find seriously ill, yet without a scintilla on the lizards XE "lizard/s"  so profusely illustrated in hundreds of cartons.
 Far beyond what the Bible has given us regarding angelic interfacing and devil-like-lizards, there was nothing explaining their view of good and bad racially specific angels. There was nothing on any of their creatures. That absence in their statement of faith was convenient or more likely theology-by-market demand XE "theology-by-market demand" . 

Schnoebelen XE "Schnoebelen, William"  and Chick Publications have separated themselves from everyone, under the guise of a form of Christianity that survives on hateful speech mixed with some Christian roots in a fantasy realm where all manner of flying lizard XE "lizard/s" -creatures and humanoid angels XE "humanoid angels"  permeate the world. A good theology of Chick is needed, with an appendix on lizard taxonomy XE "lizard taxonomy" , XE "Chick theology"  but I doubt it would fly if it did not have a load of cartoons. Furthermore, their funding was dependent more upon marketing Christians than upon any church support. There was no accountability to a church or denominational structure. Now, I am sure Mr. Chick himself was a fine man who meant well at the start, but from their web site it was clear that Mr. Chick and staff (?) drove their theology, not a church body. There was no clue as to Mr. Chick’s theological education or ordination or even if those made a difference to him.
 

The greatest anomaly of all was also the easiest to see. They lambasted the Catholic Church and the Vatican, but at least the Pope was elected in a process of church accountability that was similar to most Orthodox and Protestant churches the world over, that similarity being that through God the Church chose its leaders. In that light, without any accountability whatsoever other than to itself, it was also clear that Chick theology was more centrally and unilaterally controlled than any organization they challenged in their conspiracy cartoons.
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7. Secular Anti-Masons More Subtle and Academic

The seventh kind is not a determined anti-Mason. They tried to portray themselves as objective empirical scientists. The reality was that they were more non-religious and often anti-religious. They had academic finesse and could be represented by these three: Norman MacKenzie’ XE "MacKenzie, Norman" s Secret Societies, XE "Secret Societies"  Mark C. Carnes’ XE "Carnes, Mark C."  Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America XE "Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America" , and Noel Gist XE "Gist, Noel Pitts" ’s Secret Societies—a Cultural Study of Fraternalism in the United States XE "Secret Societies—a Cultural Study of Fraternalism in the United States" .
 They were clearer and far better scholars than John Ankerberg XE "Ankerberg, John" , the SBC expert Bill Gordon XE "Gordon, Bill" , Pat Robertson XE "Robertson, Pat" , and James L. Holly XE "Holly, James L." . Their lack of understanding of and a shortage of appreciation for deep religious conviction also impaired them, to say nothing of the reality of the biblical God. God’s non-existence was a presumption. Yet they revealed a depth of probity in human understanding and a sense of human feeling, while they rejected wholesale the value of Christian spiritual dynamics.

MacKenzie XE "MacKenzie, Norman"  placed Freemasonry between the Thuggee XE "Thuggee"  and the KKK XE "KKK"  and talked about the “basic human need for secrecy.”
 Thuggee?
 Really now—who would have thought it? In different ways, MacKenzie XE "MacKenzie, Norman"  and Carnes tried to psychologize Masonry, making it an odd phenomenon that the alienated were attracted to, divorcing it from all religious truth. Though XE "KKK"  MacKenzie XE "MacKenzie, Norman"  highlighted elements that appeared similar to so-called secret societies, he failed to note the vast difference of Masonry: Thuggee XE "Thuggee"  was a Pagan religion, and the KKK XE "KKK"  was a criminal outfit.

In closing, MacKenzie XE "MacKenzie, Norman"  drew out some psychological fluff that alluded to some adolescent mystery as though members of secret societies merely tried “to solve the common human problem of identity.”
 Mark C. Carnes XE "Carnes, Mark C."  was not that subtle and was more condescending, alluding to a mystic wonderland XE "mystic wonderland" . With respect to Freemasonry, and unlike the more determined critics, both MacKenzie XE "MacKenzie, Norman"  and Carnes recognized the influence of Masonry, though they occulted its noble goals. In their psychologizing, MacKenzie and Carnes denied how much character counts, for the legion of legends bore no resemblance to their profiling. What of the legends’ worldviews? 
Nor did they ask a Christian Freemason. 
Was Will Rogers XE "Rogers, Will"  an alienated man? To the contrary, the legion of legends of Masons were among the most grounded in the world’s history. Just like other critics, MacKenzie and Carnes had to occult how character counts to make their psychological Frankenstein XE "psychological Frankenstein"  credible. 

Here, Frankenstein got a miter board with a tassel on his head, but it did not fit well upon his flat-topped scull. He had such a time in school.

For those in whom character does not count, like for those in whom religion does not count, Masonry is a mere game. If squaring one’s action by the square of virtue cannot not be appreciated, then one is forced to psychologize all of Masonry’s allegories and even the word fraternity itself. In the long run, the same kind of psychologizing against Masonry could be tweaked against any religion. So the secular psychologizers and religious anti-Mason Frankensteins are brothers in spirit. MacKenzie and Carnes are the spiritually alienated. Both the secular and religious versions ignore what is supremely important in Masonry for their concoctions to brew: they both ignored how much character counts in both the principles of the fraternity and the religions of the Masons. And not to mention the character of a legion of legends alienates, something they must do to complete their diagnosis. 
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8. Internet Blather XE "Internet Blather"  & Anti-Mason Frankenstein Support

The eighth kind of anti-Mason critic is perhaps the most prominent and usually just a couple of pages long with only a few references, if any. A host of mainly Christian internet sites usually follow the 100-year-old fast-buck lies of Léo Taxil XE "Taxil, Léo" . Several of them come to the top in a Google.com search on Freemasonry, which is unnerving, but the way the internet works on pure popularity. Many have more on Satan than about the legion of legends, but hardly ever refer to the millions of religiously devote Freemasons.  
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8 1/2. Silent Partners, or Unpublished Religious Powerbrokers

Paige Patterson XE "Patterson, Paige"  and other top religious leaders fit here, who as denominational powerbrokers speak against Freemasonry yet are unpublished on it. Authorities without a serious publication—character counts here, they depend upon it.
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B.  The Anti-Masonic Political Party

Freemasonry is the only the fraternity (or organization of anything for that matter) to have fostered an entire U.S. political party against it, yes, to elect a U.S. president against Freemasonry—twice! The Anti-Masonic Party XE "Anti-Masonic Party"  was established in New York in 1928 from a feeding frenzy over the disappearance of Captain William Morgan XE "Captain William Morgan" 

 XE "Morgan, Captain William"  in 1926 and lasted just over ten years. The party was resurrected in 1872-88 with religious overtones in association with Jonathan Blanchard XE "Blanchard, Jonathan"  of Wheaton College.
 Unbelievably sustained paranoia, comparable to the McCarthyism XE "McCarthyism"  of the 1940-50s. Frankenstein’s finest hour XE "Frankenstein’s finest hour" .
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C.  Frankenstein Concurrence—Deficit on Character Counting
Religion—the best critics must make Masonry a religion and deny the religious choice of many Masons. The worst allege the strangest things, getting stranger or more out of touch with reality in proportion to their lack of substance. The concurrence between them all is in how they deny character counting, every one of them. 

In centuries of criticism a widespread anomaly is that few critics agree with each other, from naturalism to universalism, from a vague Baal worship XE "Baal worship" , to Luciferianism XE "Luciferianism" , and to the vaguest of all in generic undefined Paganism. Not only individually divergent, but no critic has attempted tract how Masonry has changed from one alleged version to the next. That is not surprising, as there is nothing to tract. The vast array of widely diverging and largely individual opinions is another element of Masonry credibility. Over the centuries the single institution of Masonry has been construed by critics to be nearly everything except what its namesake declares—builders. This critical observation gets clearer with every critic’s book. 

From the dozens of works referenced in this book, a chart could be created of the wide extremes, called perhaps a grid of concoctions. Likewise, in the vastly larger number of Masonic works, a grid of sorts could be created noting the absolute concurrence of a multitude of character counting elements. Comparing the grids would yield more observations. Yet, for the critics who habitually deny character counting, what difference would either comparison make? For Masons, there is no need.  
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D.  The Real Frankenstein—by Mary Shelley

The original Frankenstein? Seriously, even he would not like the blather. Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley XE "Shelley, Mary Wollstonecraft"  (1797-1851) was the daughter of William Godwin XE "Godwin, William"  (1756-1836), author of Political Justice XE "Enquiry Concerning Political Justice, and Its Influence on General Virtue and Happiness" .
 She grew up in a household where several significant philosophers crossed paths with her father. She wrote the original Frankenstein, or Modern Prometheus XE "Prometheus, Modern (Frankenstein)"   XE "Frankenstein, Modern Prometheus" in 1818, anonymously as a young woman of only 21; her husband Percy crafted the delicate preface of the story’s origin in Geneva in the winter of 1816 in the company and challenge of Lord Byron XE "Lord Byron" . Shelley finely tuned  XE "Byron, Lord" the work in 1831, crafting a longer and delicate preface of her own. A best seller, one of the first in the Gothic genre XE "Gothic genre" , her Frankenstein became a monumental piece on human conflict still researched today, becoming one of the most famous monsters of all time.

In her 1831 preface, on the task of Dr. Victor Frankenstein XE "Frankenstein, Victor" , Shelley recounted from her vivid dreams how she came upon the story, seeing the doctor as the “pale student of unhallowed arts kneeling” beside the thing. Then with a delicate sensitivity to human frailty, Shelley said, “I saw the hideous phantasm of a man stretched out, and then on the working of some powerful engine, show signs of life, and stir with an uneasy, half vital motion.”
 Classic literary artistry. Even Dr. Frankenstein sees his mistake. 

The more famous 20th century representation—and character—came a 100 years later in the 1931 classic movie departure from Shelley, called Frankenstein, starring Boris Karloff XE "Karloff, Boris"  as a slow, mumbling, clunky hulk.
 Who has not seen the movie? Then there is Mel Brooks XE "Brooks, Mel" ’ spoof, Young Frankenstein XE "Young Frankenstein" , starring Gene Wilder XE "Wilder, Gene"  as the younger scientist ashamed of his grandfather’s work, lampooning nearly every element of the 1931 Karloff classic.
 Gene Wilder’s Frederick Frankenstein resumed the experiments of his late grandpa, who—funny—left behind his book, How I Did It XE "How I Did It (Frankenstein)" 

 XE "Frankenstein – How I Did It" . The loopy blond assistant (Teri Garr) XE "Garr, Teri"  and a bug-eyed hump-backed Igor ( XE "Igor" Marty Feldman) helped care for clumsy XE "Feldman, Feldman"  monster played by Peter Boyle XE "Boyle, Peter" . Using the same castle props, Frankenstein will never be the same, a real hoot. 

Many movies and plays followed, some true to Shelley.
 

Shelley’s original Frankenstein monster was more human, less prejudice and delicately conscientious, even moral at the start. He was also better read. 

One of the great paradoxes in fiction literature, he was more human and emotionally adaptive than his creator. Frankenstein found himself in the woods coming to his physical senses slowly, as his sight and hunger force him to adjust to the wilderness of 19th country life. From a hovel behind a lonesome cottage, he began to spy on the human occupants, learned from them, and eventually fell in love with them and their winsome ways. He learned their language piece meal, and then longed to reveal himself to his “friends.” He was big, agile, strong, and nearly indestructible, only more ugly and lonely than the devil; for even “Satan XE "Satan"  had his companions, fellow-devils, to admire and encourage him; but I am solitary and detested.”
  
Shelley’s monster was quick on his feet; he did not mumble and waddle like Boris Karloff XE "Karloff, Boris" ’s oaf. Shelley’s monster narrations were deep and more attractive than anything the critics have done. The real Frankenstein studied books and people, was artful, self-aware, and ever-so-generous and careful of human feeling. He wanted with all of his heart to talk to people and to befriend.

Frankenstein wanted a friend and to be a friend. He’s come a long way.

Shelley’s Frankenstein was a study in character counting most of all. From the bottom of his heart, the monster studied the character of the persons inhabiting his new world, even turning from virtue to vice as he emulated their hatred. Ever so delicately hoping to find an honest relationship on earth, he turned to extortion of his own creator in order that his creator would make another, even a bride, another like himself to avert his lonely destiny. 

The original monster sought love in a prejudicial world XE "prejudicial world" . 

In Shelley’s book, the monster was never named, started out as virtuous as an angel, and became monstrous right along with his creator Victor Frankenstein as they both learn to hate and seek vengeance. As Shelley weaved her tale, the lonely character of the monster—that we now call Frankenstein—incurred hatred because of his outward appearance while no one seemed interested in his heart, not even his creator. Unlike the 1931 Boris Karloff XE "Karloff, Boris"  movie mutation, Shelley’s monster grieved over the death of his creator, lived on, and departed into isolation, vowing never to be beheld again by human eyes. We wish the critic’s Frankenstein would do the same.

Without saying so, one of the great literary elements in Shelley’s delicate prose is that the real monsters were those engulfed in their own prejudices, practically unable to seek out the truth. How true it is that great ignorance often breeds great hate, and few things are more illustrative of such hate than the anti-Mason Frankenstein concoctions. 

Toward the end, not heeding Dr. Victor Frankenstein XE "Frankenstein, Victor" ’s warnings about the monster’s “powers of eloquence and persuasion,” and challenging him in dialogue, a grieving friend heaved “Hypocritical fiend!” toward the monster, degrading the monster’s grief over the death of his creator. At that, the monster recalled his days of virtue and longing for affection, which had become a “shadow” and had turned “into bitter and loathing despair.”
 The monster poured forth near poetic remorse of soul from his own departure from a virtuous life, his total rejection by humans, his isolations to date, and forlorn heart over his isolations to come. 
A masterpiece of heartfelt grief, without a precedent in any monster.

Therein, we saw humanness and genuine self-awareness, and more than anything in the last 100 years of anti-Mason literature and their Frankenstein concoctions. In the last sentence, the ever-growing human creation leapt out the window, never to be seen again. Many a conscientious reader leaves the story wondering just who the real monster was, the creator or the creation. 

We pity Frankenstein, the loneliest creature in literary history XE "loneliest creature in literary history" .
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