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3. Sensationalists—Bradley’s Secrets, Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Lomas XE "Lomas, Robert" ’ Hiram, and Amini and Habib’s Freemasonry
The third category  XE "Freemasonry (Arab anti-Mason)" is a pleaser or exciter of men, sensationalists, who depended upon their readers not reading much in Freemasonry.
13.a. Bradley’s Secrets of the Freemasons


23.b. Amini and Habib’s Freemasonry


23.c. Knight and Lomas’ Hiram Key


83.d. Knight and Lomas’ The Second Messiah


113.e. Knight and Lomas’ Uriel’s Machine


133.f. Knight and Lomas’ Book of Hiram


143.g. Knight and Butler’s Solomon’s Power Brokers


163.h. The Hiram Literalist Sensationalist Methodology


173.i. The Hiram Literalist Bibliography




3.a. Bradley’s Secrets of the Freemasons 
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Michael Bradley XE "Bradley, Michael" ’s The Secrets of the Freemasons XE "Secrets of the Freemasons"  topped the list not because of any real danger, but because it was packaged better than any, its cover mimicking an old brass-hinged treasure and with high gloss paper mimicking ancient parchment.
 An expensive production, its 208 pages had 38 full-page photos, 32 half- to three-fourth-page photos, dozens of third-page textboxes, including an old woodcut of Jack the Ripper XE "Jack the Ripper" —20 in color—maybe 75 pages of text. It shines, but was meant to scare more than reveal anything and ought to be named A List of Masonic Conspiracies XE "List of Masonic Conspiracies" 

 XE "Masonic Conspiracies, List of" . No attempt was made to analyze anything. Bradley recorded all the bad he could find, spending more time on the package than the contents. Worse, of the ten books in his “Recommended Reading,” he included Jasper Ridley’sxe "Ridley, Jasper" masterful The Freemasons—A History of the World’s Most Powerful Secret Societyxe "Freemasons—A History of the World’s Most Powerful Secret Society", because of the Ridley’s title, not because Bradley hoped anyone would read Ridley. According to Bradley, Masons rule the world and are connected with all kinds of evil, even the founding of the USA that allowed him to put together this good looking spoof that confuses more than clarifies. 
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3.b. Amini and Habib’s Freemasonry 
Similar in shallow substance, but not nearly as pretty, Muhammad Amini XE "Amini, Muhammad Safwat al-Saqqa"  and Sa’di Abu Habib XE "Habib, Sa'di Abu" ’s Freemasonry addressed fellow Muslims, but good Muslims will see their spook-house tactics. This originally Arabic version made Masonry a conspiracy defrauding the world by all means. This is the James L. Holly, M.D., equivalent for Muslims, with oodles of unilateral and vicious statements without documentation. In the super-short section, “Freemasonic Precedents in World history,” we read, “Mirabeau, France’s renowned orator, died tragically at the hands of Freemasonry. A man of influence in London fell prey to Freemasonry’s use of sex, bribery and corruption, the tools of its domination”—the whole section. Near the end, in another one-sentence section, “Freemasonic Influence,” we read, “Freemasonry’s aim is to strip each human being of his beliefs, his principles and his lofty ideals.”
 Again, the whole section. They meant to frighten Muslims away from Freemasonry. 

Some Islamic countries do not allow the same kind of freedom of religion seen in a democracy, which is one impediment to Muslims changing religions. In some countries, it is illegal to be an adherent of any religion other than Islam. But there are Muslim Masons who know that Masonry is not a religion, and not heretical or hostile to Islam. You could be a Freemason only if it was not a religion in several Islamic countries. Of course, the authors did not touch that. 

[image: image3.jpg]H





3.c. Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Lomas XE "Lomas, Robert" ’ Hiram Key
The following series of sensationalist books creates a new genre of critics of Masonry, that we can loosely call the Hiram Literalists. In the Third Degree, there is an allegory about the master builder that King Solomon received from the King of Tyre, named Hiram Abif, and in Freemasonry worldwide the person is not historical and only  XE "Hiram Abif" an allegorical figure (ch.10.F). But these folks have developed a whole genre of bogus literature based upon Hiram Abif being a historical figure and other pseudo-science very similar to the UFO culture.
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Just as David Barton pioneered and has become the most successful in the Christian establishment market and for nearly the same length of time—the last fifteen years—Christopher Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Robert Lomas XE "Lomas, Robert"  have pioneered the most successful sensationalist market on Freemasonry with numerous books, their first being The Hiram Key—Pharaohs, Freemasonry, and the Discovery of the Secret Scrolls of Jesus XE "Hiram Key—Pharaohs, Freemasonry, and the Discovery of the Secret Scrolls of Jesus"  XE "Jesus"  (1996) that has allegedly sold a million copies.
 On the back cover and inside on the advertising page of the 2001 copy, we learned that Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  was educated in advertising, managed a marketing agency, and became a Mason in 1976; and that Lomas XE "Lomas, Robert"  worked on the Cruise missile guidance system, helped the early development of personal computers, and became a Mason in 1986. Since 1996 they have developed a cottage industry solving the world’s greatest problems in archaeology, history, theology, and Masonry, all outside of the main and minor streams of those disciplines. That is, no one knew the authors’ discoveries were important until they told us. Furthermore, even though the authors warned the readers about future critics in nearly every book, the authors themselves did not engage the experts, and that lack of engagement with the best minds of the 21st century did not bother them—really—for their two-page introduction began with a quote from Henry Ford: XE "Ford, Henry"  “all history is bunk. XE "history is bunk" 

 XE "bunk, history is" ” They liked Henry Ford much more than they liked real experts in archaeology, Christian history and theology, and Masonry; they liked Ford so much they expounded upon him, saying “when it comes to the ‘facts’ of the past which most Westerners are taught in school, it turns out that Mr. Ford XE "Ford, Henry"  was right.” They challenged the entire ignorant world, with Henry Ford as their expert, avoiding nearly all of the scholars west of the Himalayas XE "Himalayas, west of" , including all of Europe, the African continent, and North and South America! 
At the end of their introduction, they tantalized us: their “findings” should turn out “to be the archaeological find of the century”—yes—they “have located the secret scrolls of Jesus XE "Jesus"  and his followers”!
 Archaeological, they said, but they never turned a spade. After all, the Christian church is a lie, today’s Freemasonry owes its origin to the Knights Templar who came from the Jerusalem church, via Solomon and ancient Egypt, and we all must hold our breath until Scotland grants a permit to excavate an old chapel that will set free the scrolls that in turn will confirm their discoveries. All said with a straight face and in the nice sounding language of a marketing expert.
In chapters one and two of The Hiram Key (1-25), they searched for the secrets of Freemasonry, devoting the first three pages to a section on the “Sheer Pointlessness XE "pointlessness" ” of Masonry as “insiders” who learned “oddball verses”; they said their “biggest criticism” was that Masonry did “not know where it came from” and that “no one” seemed to know “what it is trying to achieve.”
 Similar comments were scattered through all their books; they continually reminded us in their books that they were Masons who did like it or support it, though they have taken a good profit from it. They never told us what their true motivations were for flipping upside down the civilized world’s view of itself. One could say that honor itself was the oddball in their world over many millennia. 
Moreover, to add confusion, they told us that they must explain the Masonry the rituals, because the rituals “form the basis for all our research.”
 Yes, pointless and the basis of all their research. Many conclusions were anchored upon their interpretations of old rituals, interpretations they pieced together into a large puzzle that changed the world. They portrayed themselves like detectives finding clues. What clues? What they actually did was pull a couple hundred pieces from ten million pieces of history. It was very much like pulling 100 pieces from a 1,500-piece horse-in-front-of-a-barn puzzle, and squeezing those 100 pieces into a small picture of cow—nothing like the original. They discovered that Jesus Christ XE "Christ, Jesus"  did not die and did not rise again, that there were no miracles XE "miracles" , that Barabbas XE "Barabbas"  was the actual son of God, that St. Paul XE "Paul, St."  was a liar, that James XE "James, brother of Jesus"  was the real leader of the Jerusalem church over Jesus, that Freemasonry arose in Egypt, and—a key to all their work—that modern Freemasonry was connected to it all and also pointless.
The real story is that they refused to see the point of—yes—everything, including Christianity, the founding of the USA, and Masonry, illustrated in a million pages, including Albert Pike that they derided. They raped history, but they made the rape look like it was consensual, fooling a million buyers.
Who do they rely upon? Of their ninety-plus footnotes, they used Peake’s Commentary on the Bible XE "Peake’s Commentary on the Bible"  about ten times, and erroneously (on the single time we checked).
 It was the only commentary they used in all their books. Their anti-Catholicism XE "anti-Catholicism"  and weird views of Protestant Christianity deadened their travels to the St. Catherine Monastery XE "St. Catherine Monastery"  at Sinai, with a side trip to the Red Sea for some scuba diving. All of this is happening at the same time as they claimed that the fish was Christianity’s original symbol, “not the cross.” Then, astoundingly, an obscure group called the Mandaeans XE "Mandaeans"  originally descended from the church at Jerusalem and “identified their rituals with Freemasonry,” and that led to this revelation: 

Could the secret that Jesus had supposedly betrayed been some sort of Masonic style secret? This had to be the beginning of something very important.
 

Sherlock Holmes XE "Holmes, Sherlock"  would have puffed his pipe here and coughed. Today, the Mandaeans XE "Mandaeans"  call “their priests ‘Nasoreans XE "Nasoreans" ’ XE "Nasoreans’" !” who used a ritual handshake that the authors concluded “to be very Masonic.” Moreover, the authors traced the lineage of America to the Mandaean star called “Merica XE "Merica" ” and a happy prophecy of a land in the west—yes, America! The authors shuffled in medieval Templar searches across the sea for Merica. “Circumstantial” was an understatement, but the authors led us back across the Atlantic to the little town of Roslin XE "Roslin" , just south of Edinburgh, Scotland XE "Edinburgh, Scotland" . The Rosslyn Chapel XE "Rosslyn Chapel"  was completed in 1486 with Masonic art and plant motifs—surprise!—the aloe cacti XE "aloe cacti"  and maize cobs XE "maize cobs"  had to have come from America before Columbus! Therefore, the Rosslyn Chapel “links Christianity with ancient Celtic folklore XE "Celtic folklore"  and Templarism XE "Templarism"  Freemasonry.”
 All that in 80 pages, and the discovery of the America as a bonus! 
Reading from Hippolytus XE "Hippolytus"  (A.D. 170-236), and “a lot of bells ringing,” their sleuthing concluded that Hippolytus’s use of “Naassene” was a version of Nasorean which—to their minds—meant the Essenes XE "Essenes"  of Qumran XE "Qumran"  where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found. The Nasoreans XE "Nasoreans"  were the “original founders of the Jerusalem Church”; in a half-page of convulsions, the “Jesus of Nazareth XE "Nazareth" ” was a mere member of the Nasoreans and “Jesus might not have been the founder of the Church of all.”
 Catholic, Protestant, and Eastern Orthodox Christianity have all been in gross error and deceiving their flocks for two millennia, all while Masonry was preserving the truth—just not yet confirmed.
In chapter six, “In the Beginning Man Made God,” they summarized ancient Sumer XE "Sumer" , and chapter seven proved that the Egyptian builders originated in Sumer. In chapter eight, even though the legend of Solomon’s builder named Hiram Abif XE "Hiram Abif"  is an allegory to all Masons (ch.10.F), the authors forced the allegory to be history. The allegory-now-history, they said, “baffled us both,” until they discovered the battle of Egyptian King Seqenenre XE "King Seqenenre"  against the Hyksos XE "Hyksos"  King Apophis XE "King Apophis" . After a piece of mythical storytelling, the mystery is solved—hold your breath—the first Freemason was Egyptian King Seqenenre XE "Seqenenre, King"  Tao II (c.1560 B.C.) who died and took with him the secrets of Egyptian king-making XE "Egyptian king-making" 

 XE "king-making" .
 
In chapters nine to eleven (152-215) their version of Judaism XE "Judaism" ’s history did not shine more light on their multitude of discoveries. In chapter twelve (216-256), Christianity’s Jesus and his military agenda were unpopular in both Jerusalem and Qumran XE "Qumran" . The people backed James. Strangely, the authors made Jesus’ miracles XE "miracles"  mere methods of converting people into members of the Qumran XE "Qumran"  community. Like some liberal interpreters today, Knight and Lomas were clear: there were no miracles, no resurrection from the dead, and the Apostle Paul was a liar. Follow the tracks, or so they pretended, therefore, they now believed that they “understood the origin of … the Holy Trinity XE "Holy Trinity" ” in a “pillar paradigm”—I kid you not, a “pillar paradigm XE "pillar paradigm" ”!
 They said that like Dragnet detectives XE "Dragnet detectives"  at a crime scene, ever so serious.

The deal is sealed. They proved both the Egyptian and Masonry connections to the Christian church, and all of Hebrew history, Jewish history, and the Christian church for five millennia XE "millennia"  west of the Himalayas XE "Himalayas, west of"  stand corrected. Their book should not sell a million, but two billion copies! 
In chapter fourteen (275-293), “The Truth Breaks Free,” and the vicious Inquisition arrested the Knights Templar XE "Knights Templar"  in 1307 and crucified their last master, Jacques de Molay XE "de Molay, Jacques" . The person in the Shroud of Turin XE "Shroud of Turin"  was Jacques de Molay XE "de Molay, Jacques" , a truth consciously hidden by the Vatican XE "Vatican" . With the proper connection to “Merica XE "Merica" ” for America, “the greatest ever watershed in the course of Western social development” was—they said—the release of the Christian world from “intellectual castration, exercised by the Vatican” in the “drive from autocracy to democracy … within a framework of theological tolerance … in part achieved … in the United States of America.
 

A real introduction to a genuine discovery would have summarized the great find. The reader has to wade through 300 pages to finally see that they have not found their great discovery yet. They were great archaeologists, they claimed, without having turned a single shovelful of dirt. In their last chapter, “The Lost Scrolls XE "Lost Scrolls"  Rediscovered,” Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Lomas XE "Lomas, Robert"  said explicitly that the United States of America “came via Freemasonry and the Templars from the man we know as Jesus,” using as their proof their interpretation of a single quote from George Washington XE "Washington, George"  that they transported into their story.
 “Beam me up, Scotty,” said Captain Kirk, and that would have made more sense. With a hop, skip, and a jump, we are back across the Atlantic Ocean to the Rosslyn Chapel XE "Rosslyn Chapel"  in Scotland, whose crucifixion scene was de Molay XE "de Molay, Jacques"  and not Christ. Even the caretakers did not know that one icon in the north-east corner was the last true king of Egypt, Seqenenre XE "Seqenenre, King"  Tao. This was no ordinary chapel, but a  
post-Templar shrine built to house the scrolls found by [Knight Templar] Hugues de Payen XE "Hugues de Payen" 

 XE "de Payen, Hugues"  and his team under the Holy of Holies XE "Holy of Holies"  of the last Temple at Jerusalem! Beneath our feet was the most priceless treasure in Christendom XE "Christendom" . [Following the Qumran XE "Qumran"  Essenes XE "Essenes"  who put their scrolls under the Holy of Holies in A.D. 69 XE "69 A.D." , the] Rosslyn Chapel XE "Rosslyn Chapel"  was a deliberate replication of the burial-place of the secret scrolls! … the story of Jesus the Christ, the secret ceremony of resurrecting the living…. They will tell us about the life of Jesus, and as such must be the lost gospel of ‘Q XE "Q - manuscript" ’, the gospel that was the source material for Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

We sat on a pew and stared at the thick stone floor; honoured and numbed with excitement because we suddenly knew with utter certainty that we were just feet away from everything we had been searching for, the reason and purpose for the creation of Freemasonry.

Since the stone was laid in 1447, and with a machine gun blast of dozens of rounds of allegations from Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  Templar stories, York Rite motifs, Solomon XE "Solomon"  and Zerubbabel XE "Zerubbabel"  Temple antics, Moses with horns, old Masonic rituals, the Hiram Abif XE "Hiram Abif"  allegory—the authors’ reflected upon their own Masonic initiations that they did not understand until that very hour. They walked us through the Rosslyn Chapel XE "Rosslyn Chapel"  as clue upon clue unfolded before their eyes, until finally, next to a “fireplace” they found a small figure that looked like St. Peter with a key, but no, the figure “was marking the entrance to the scroll vaults; this little rock carving was holding nothing less than The Hiram Key.”
  Now, if they could just get Scotland to allow them to excavate, we all could share in the “treasure that is beyond all price,” and they concluded:

Several years ago we set out to find the origins of Freemasonry, and now we have succeeded. In identifying Hiram Abif XE "Hiram Abif"  we have not only rediscovered the lost secrets of the Craft; we have, inadvertently, turned a key that has unlocked the door to the true history of Christendom.

The locating of the final resting place of the Nasorean Scrolls XE "Nasorean Scrolls"  was the last link in a chain that connects every Freemason with the mysterious rites of ancient Egyptian king-making.

And, accordingly, the discovery of America and the source of the founding principles of freedom for the USA, at least in their own minds. If, only, we could see the Scrolls below the Rosslyn Chapel XE "Rosslyn Chapel" , we could solve the mystery of the Masonry, see the true roots to the USA, and the truth that will set free millennia XE "millennia"  of Jewish and Christian deceit. They sold a million copies of that?
A better book would be a good sociology of why that sold so much.

As it stands, their spurious interpretations prohibited even a good fiction detective story. They found the treasure of the millennium—they claimed—but Sir Arthur Conan Doyle XE "Doyle, Arthur Conan" ’s Sherlock Holmes XE "Holmes, Sherlock"  and Bram Stoker XE "Stoker, Bram" ’s Dracula XE "Dracula"  were more credible characters. 
The reality is scarier as their successive books come off the press regarding four points of their worldview. One, they live in a world where the entire Christian church is a lie—all of it—including Catholic, Protestant, Eastern Orthodox, and every Christian variant that believes the Bible. Two, the truth of Christianity and civilization west of the Himalayas XE "Himalayas, west of"  is still buried in a Scotland chapel. Three, they as insiders claimed that today’s Freemasonry began millennia XE "millennia"  ago and has essentially held the church’s secrets for nearly two millennia, something no Christian, no Mason, and no Christian Mason believe today; yet, they are insiders. And four, they figured all of this out on their own—by themselves—from a couple of spurious pieces, loads of propaganda, and a bad piece of 13th century art of a heavenly Jerusalem.

Knight was made a Mason in 1976, admitted he did not understand it then. Then, out of the blue sky, Knight began his search in 1996. There has always been a market for challenging both Christianity and Masonry, and the only thing that made sense was that Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  was schooled in marketing—see the back cover—and he saw a niche for market-based history making.

Throughout all their books they mocked Masonry rituals, gave weird interpretations akin to the worst Frankenstein concoctions, and essentially challenged the integrity of all Christians and Masons that do not buy into their tedious hop-skip-and-jump sleuthing.
 Like many Christian establishers today, Knight and Lomas shared next to nothing that challenged their antics.
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3.d. Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Lomas XE "Lomas, Robert" ’ The Second Messiah
A year after Knight and Lomas published The Hiram Key, they published a follow-up in 1997, The Second Messiah—Templars, the Turin Shroud, and the Great Secret of Freemasonry, XE "Second Messiah—Templars, the Turin Shroud, and the Great Secret of Freemasonry"  that relied upon radio-carbon dating and a couple of coincidences to establish the Shroud of Turin as the wrapping of Knight Templar Jacques de Molay XE "de Molay, Jacques" . In a similar hodge-podge of sleuthing, and etymological twisting, Molay became the second Messiah.
 In a typical follow-up review, they alleged that their first book, The Hiram Key, had “been warmly welcomed by other Grand Lodges and by Masonic researchers world-wide,” that they did not document, but they did admit they got no response from “English Masonic headquarters.” They had the audacity to allege that founders like 18th century James Anderson were “‘Orwellian’ manipulators of history.”
 The authors glossed over the English Grand Lodge’s rejection by insinuating they purposely hid material rather than cooperate with shotgun conspirators. It was no wonder why Knight and Lomas did not share any of the “world-wide” support other than the few blurbs on the back of their book.
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Orwellian manipulation. Are they kidding? No, they literally challenged all of the civilized world on Christianity, Islam, atheism, and the secular scientific communities regarding the world’s history for the last five-plus millennia. Worse, they wove incredible pieces together with infinitesimal fragments, and linked them together with often fourth-generation buggy deductions that tied Masonry to it all. The authors must be fascinating to listen to. Topping that, all of the Masons for millennia have been duped. In the end, even Orwellian views were more credible than their flat-earth scientific sleuthing.

Here, character counting was shot to the moon on a one-way ticket, and the legend of legions in Masonry helped with that moon shot all unawares. On the way to the moon, just as they did in The Hiram Key in their allegations of being insiders, these two authors talked as though they are still Masons in good standing: for example, “As Freemasons, we are not at all surprised that the Templars had human heads.”
 The number of bizarre links and Superman leaps of logic knew no end. Even the Tarot card of the man hanged upside down is compared to a graveyard carving of a Knight Templar, and—tada—Tarot cards are now a Freemasonry ruse—why?— because both men’s legs were crossed.
 In the chapter five, the “legends of King Arthur and of the Holy Grail” were “linked to the Templars and the kings of Jerusalem.”
 In chapter six, “The Birth of the Second Messiah,” Templar exploits, anti-Catholicism, and French excesses all led to the birth of yet-to-be Knight Templar Jacques de Molay, the second Messiah, but not really a messiah. 

In chapter seven, “The linen Enigma,” they slammed Christianity’s value of the resurrection of Christ as in a quasi-mud puddle of human spiritual need for mystery and made science the enemy of religion, as if they were real scientists.  They examined the Shroud of Turin and defended it as the covering of Jacques de Molay against the Christian church, as though the majority of the Christian church depended upon the Shroud being the covering Christ. They spent a lot of time on Shroud history, even illustrating with hand drawings of a butt-naked man being whipped, their science indicating de Molay was “in a coma, not dead” when he was wrapped up. In chapter eight, they gave extended details on gruesome torture and another drawing of the front of a naked man and other details on the end of the Knights Templar.

In chapter nine, “The Cult of the Second Messiah,” we backtrack again to two centuries before the demise of the Templars in 1313 to the 1135 birth of Islamic Moor, Moses Miamonides. From 1135 in a whopping seventeen pages, the authors traced two hundred years of cult worship, concluding that “Jacques de Molay was widely considered by many to be a holy martyr, and by some to be the Second Messiah who had, once again, been murdered by the Roman establishment”—yes, the Roman Catholic Church—and so “As the Black Death smote down Christendom, the Church feared that the miraculous image of Jacques de Molay that had appeared on the Shroud would let out the terrible secret that they had crucified him too.”
 That is why the Catholic Church kept the image on the Shroud of Turin hidden from the public. Whew!
Indeed, in closing, they were serious as they summed up where they have come in these two books. Solomon had established a “special priestly order”—the Masons—that “continued until the destruction of the Temple in A.D. 70,” whose “descendents … returned to Jerusalem with ‘Christian princes’ and established a new order in 1118.” The Knights Templar ultimately brought Freemasonry to Europe and America. Therefore, Masonry challenged the Catholic Church’s “age of unreason” and brought the Enlightenment (a word conveniently left out of both books), and “Freemasonry was the driving force that reawakened the world to the rights of the scientist and the social democrat.”
 They derided Masonry as pointless, chided it throughout, and said it was neutered today, yet and far beyond all of Masonry’s best scholars today, these two sensationalists made Masonry the key to understanding modern civilization. Go figure there, on how these two intelligent men missed that glaring inconsistency. They concluded in their The Second Messiah:

As we look out from our new vantage point, we can see many other hills; on top of some of them are people huddled together with their eyes squeezed shut. They are all facing inwards and repeating the same words: ‘This is the only highground, there can be no other.’ These people stand on ground they call Roman Catholicism, or English Freemasonry, or a thousand other places of institutionalized thinking, and they refuse to open their eyes to take in the gigantic and wonderful landscape of other … truths that surround them. The fear knowledge because it might show them that there are other valid places to stand.

With that, they again had the audacity to quote Freemasonry’s value of tolerance of other men’s religious views as they asked others—like potential critics—to be tolerant of their own admitted “twists and turns of our strange journey, recorded in this book” that they hope will call others to add their voices “to a call for an open-minded revisiting of the past, particularly that concerning the origins of Christianity.” Their next task was to “find the ancient records of Jerusalem excavated by the Templars and taken first to Kilwinning in 1140 and, we believe, subsequently re-interred below Rosslyn,” closing their book with this: “When Rosslyn is excavated the truth will conquer all.”

Did the cow really jump over the moon? I am not certain anymore.

Today, Knight, Lomas, et al, have come the attention of several who have helped set the record straight on the Rosslyn Chapel story, including Robert L.D. Cooper XE "Cooper, Robert L.D." , the curator of the Scottish Masonic Museum and Library XE "Scottish Masonic Museum and Library" , and Michael T.R.B. Turnbull XE "Turnbull, Michael T.R.B." .
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3.e. Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Lomas XE "Lomas, Robert" ’ Uriel’s Machine
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From their previous books The Hiram Key and The Second Messiah, they have certainly launched a cottage industry just short of a fan club and a Facebook game. In 2001, Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Lomas wrote XE "Lomas, Robert"  Uriel’s Machine—Uncovering the Secrets of Stonehenge, Noah’s Flood and the Dawn of Civilization XE "Uriel’s Machine—Uncovering the Secrets of Stonehenge, Noah’s Flood and the Dawn of Civilization" , which at the start relied heavily upon the non-authoritative Book of Enoch.
 Therein—smiling all the way—Uriel was an angel that taught biblical Enoch about the movements of the stars and about “a strange group of beings called the Watchers, who bred with local women to produce giants as their children,” all connected to Freemasonry through the Book of Enoch.
 

What is Uriel’s machine? A building of stone that measured “declination … of any heavenly object…. to plot orbits and to predict eclipses…. also capable of predicting the orbits of comets.”
 Then, in an absurd interpretative leap, we tried to prove the need for the angel to give the machine to humans. 

Uriel’s people knew about the major disaster that had unfolded when the last cometary impact had occurred over 4,000 years previously (i.e. 7640 BC)…. They must have realized that any survivors would need to recreate their calendar if they were to have a good chance of re-establishing agriculture. Once the tidal waves had receded [from the comet’s impact] there would be a prolonged ‘nuclear winter’, during which time nobody would have any idea of the passage of the seasons. If any stored seeds were to have a chance of providing a harvest, they would need to have the best possible opportunity of germination by being planted during the correct season. The gift Uriel gave to the survivors was chance to re-establish an agriculture civilization in the shortest possible time.

Yes, with another straight face, as though a nuclear winter would not affect germination if only they could know the seasons without sunshine. They gave extended passages from the Book of Enoch. After a tour to the perfect site in West Yorkshire, near the authors’ own homes, they built one. In chapter eleven, “The Venus Chamber,” we go to a burial site and tourist attraction in a little town called Knowth, just a little east of Newgrange, Ireland, that has been dated to 3200 B.C.
 There they detailed Uriel’s machine at Knowth, Stonehenge alignments, magelithic mathematics, and sex antics. Yes, female reproductive organs in this machine, for it is the Venus chamber where “the Grooved Ware People believed that the light of Venus transferred the souls of the departed into the bodies of the newborn” with resurrection rituals, including the twelve tribes of Israel with Tacitus’ recollections Celtic tribes.
 With more hops and skips, these were the predecessors for the Bible and Freemasonry.

Basically this means that the megalithic or Enochian religion survived to enter into Zadokite Judaism, and its only real threat was from the new ideas attributed to Moses and his brother Aaron. King Solomon built his famous temple at Jerusalem on a site that was already a Canaanite sacred sanctuary, and according to oral traditions of Freemasonry still in use today.

Even shaking your head will not help clarity here, as the authors pressed in Nebuchadnezzar, the Dead Sea Scroll, the Qumran community calendars, their previous book The Hiram Key (of course), and finally—yes, finally, after two books—the authors used the Bible literally as they quoted Luke and Matthew to indicate the birth of Jesus. But, alas, our joy over biblical integrity was premature, for they overlaid the New Testament with the apocryphal Book of James, informing the readers that the entire Christian Church has again been deceived, as the Book of James “is explicit,” they said:
Jesus was born in a cave to the light of a bright star that shines brighter than any other from the east. And that means Venus! Was this ritual identical to that performed 3,000 years earlier at Newgrange?

To the authors, it sure was. 
In chapter thirteen (331-68), “The Knowledge of the Druids,” do you really want to know? The Druids became the first century guardians of the megalithic sites, thanks to a quote from Julius Ceasar.
 Just like Superman who leapt over tall buildings, they took the Book of Enoch, megalithic Newgrange, and bypassed the Bible in favor of their interpretations of the Aprocrypha, confirmed by Ceasar of all people, and then they listed a series of riddles, yes, riddles. What sleuthing abilities these authors had. Here again they claimed insider status to Masonry to lift their credibility: “Strangely, from our Masonic background, we could also answer another” riddle from Masonic degrees—and, like magic—the Masonry “which had attracted us because of their references to the content of the lost Book of Enoch.”
 And the line of biblical King David is now traced to Ireland, thanks to the Druids and tolerant Romans, and—hold your breath and smile wide as they end their chapter—“The evidence for this survival is found in the poems of Gwoin, who took the Barchic name Taliesin when he told riddles from the Book of Enoch to King Maelgwn of Grynydd.”

As they wound their tale down, it was hard to believe how they thought they were being credible. Through the Jews, the Druids, Knights Templar, Freemasonry, they took us briefly to Benjamin Franklin in another fantastic connection to the Qumran community and Lord Dashwood—dizzying—to the Zodiac signs in Washington, D.C. The authors closed with a warning, “the great message from Uriel is not about history. It is about the future. Think the unthinkable, says Uriel – the Earth will be hit again”; we had better pay attention and protect the planet, less we “become a memory, with as little remaining … as remains now of the Grooved Ware People.”
 
What would David Letterman, Jay Leno, Robin Williams say? We could pay off the national debt with a pay-per-view special on Uriel’s machine.
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3.f. Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Lomas XE "Lomas, Robert" ’ Book of Hiram
In Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Lomas’s XE "Lomas, Robert"  The Book of Hiram—Freemasonry, Venus, and the Secret Key to the Life of Jesus XE "Book of Hiram—Freemasonry, Venus, and the Secret Key to the Life of Jesus"  (2003), again, they talked as though they were insiders, as Masons, as they created their version of The Masonic Testament that they themselves mocked as “mumbo-jumbo” when viewed without their revelations.
 They said at one point, “Although we are Freemasons ourselves, we have no agenda to promote or praise it in any way.”
 In this book, the authors claimed to have had the help of many Masons and the families of Masons, and just forgot (I suppose) to tell the reader who they were. What is clear is that those helpers were not from the mainstream. Who would knowing help these men in their far-out fantasies? The few they listed were a part of their own industry. More importantly—and calculated on their part—they still have not talked to any Protestant and Catholic Christian Masons or their scholars. Instead, they labored to prepare the reader to meet the scholars’ criticism; the authors knew there were challenges to their work, but have chosen not to write a book about any of those challenges.
As strange as their many books are, they also pretended like they were new researches in their creations, like there have never been any critics of the Bible or of mainstream Christianity. There are some real scholars who have better lines of reasoning for why the Bible is a myth, some of which believe today that King David was a myth comparable to Camelot XE "Camelot" ’s King Arthur.
[image: image19.jpg]STTYE

HIRAM




 Knight and Lomas believed in the integrity of everything over the Bible, including the Dead Sea Scrolls XE "Dead Sea Scrolls" , the Gilgamesh epic XE "Gilgamesh epic" , and the Book of Enoch XE "Book of Enoch" . The only time they quoted the Bible was when the verse was unclear or when it supported their fantasy. Excuse me, but the Bible is clear on many things, and there are a million scholars for two millennia that challenge them, over a hundred thousand today, not the least of which is the mighty Evangelical Theological Society.
 
It is clear now in their Book of Hiram that they have a market, sadly enough, that enjoys the strangest ways of looking at King Solomon, Jesus, and Masonry, a market made mostly of those who are not mainstream Christians, perhaps largely non-Christian, and certainly not in the mainstream of Continental, British, or American Masonry. The brunt of their book was their recycling of their previous books that led into the latter section called “The Masonic Testament XE "Masonic Testament" ,” with enumerated paragraphs for easy reference, as though they actually expected people to reference their Testament. They created The Masonic Testament from old rituals that they pieced together, but it was clear they were not from rituals so much as from a hodge-podge collection of their own motifs with a couple of good Masonic items thrown in. The kicker was that they did all of this while making a mockery of them and while knowing that no Grand Lodge anywhere on earth believes their puffing. That is like an atheist creating a Baptist Testament XE "Baptist Testament"  for Baptists. Shall we believe what a non-believer put together as Testament for the believers? What they did here made no sense except for the marketing income they have been making for themselves. Herein, they tried to make modern Masonry appear like it had left its Pagan home in the 1800s by re-writing its manuals, and they also tried at the same time to make Masonry appear like it claimed to be the foundation Judaism, Christianity, and modern civilization, with Venus playing a large role in all of their calculations.
The reality was a broken compass. 
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3.g. Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Butler XE "Lomas, Robert" ’s Solomon’s Power Brokers
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Today it seems like Christopher Knight and Robert Lomas have split up, but we are not told how, and have branched out into their own individual markets. In Christopher Knight XE "Knight, Christopher"  and Alan Butler’s XE "Butler, Alan"  Solomon’s Power Brokers—The Secrets of Freemasonry, the Church, and the Illuminati, XE "Solomon’s Power Brokers—The Secrets of Freemasonry, the Church, and the Illuminati"  they recycled most of Knight and Lomas’ discoveries—with Alan Butler now—to force a twist upon God at the expense of Freemasonry: 

The Shekinah XE "Shekinah"  was something greater than Yahwey XE "Yahwey" , Ashtoreth or any other single god alone. Solomon understood that the light of the glorious Shekinah heralded the mating of the total godhead with the entire world of men. The forces of the god and goddess merged as one. This was the entire world of humans linking with the realm of the gods – Earth and heaven united as one.

What more can we say? In view of their previous books, we took a familiar tour through the backwoods of the Knights Templar with literal interpretation of old Masonic rituals, the Kabbalah, and of course the ever-present Rosslyn Chapel. In this book, as the cover title tantalized, we ended up in Washington, D.C., and the beneficiaries of the “cry of liberty” from Masonic “Star Families” who founded the USA.
 They slammed Albert Pike, cheated the Catholic Church, even claimed that today, “Even as a self-help group, Freemasonry has now been effectively neutered,” though the authors repeatedly claimed to be insiders when it fit their story.
 
In their last chapter (254-85), the authors saw Star Families everywhere who used Christianity as a mechanism since the fall of Rome. The authors bypassed the conspiratorial attitudes, because their interpretation was about a real conspiracy. Look at this: the Star Families’ agenda was and is to forward a vision of God that “was far more complex than that of Christianity, Islam or rabbinical Judaism”—who in their “programme” influenced English Masonry, the American Revolution, the industrial age, the Russian Revolution, WWII, the Marshall Plan, the Common Market, the European Market, even the Vatican Bank, the Bilderberg Group, and today’s Isreal.
 I kid you not. All paths led to their ominous closing statements. “Jerusalem should become the new headquarters of the United Nations” with the leader a pawn who speaks words that “will come from deep within the Star Families” all leading to the convergence of nations and currencies with Jerusalem as “the global capital of the United Earth”—whew, and then they closed—
King Solomon’s vision will have been achieved, but in a way far beyond what he envisaged. The most enigmatic, and at times the saddest, city that has always been the navel of the planet will have attained its ultimate goal:

The harmonious union of humankind.

What a conclusion, the end of their story—and stories—grounded upon their first book that started with Masonry being pointless, they as insiders, waiting confirmation through the excavation of the Rosslyn Chapel. As wile a conspiracy as you will ever find, though it lacks the one ingredient crucial to become a true bestseller, and that is some truly believable characters. 
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3.h. The Hiram Literalist Sensationalist Methodology
In this new genre, that can be called the Hiram Literalist Sensationalists, we see a subculture very akin to the 1970’s UFO craze, only—so far—they have not secured the support of the Inquirer and other tabloids. Because Christopher Knight, XE "Knight, Christopher"  Robert Lomas, XE "Lomas, Robert"  Alan Butler, et al, are decent writers with a social sensitivity and do not have the hatred of many anti-Mason writers, their methodology became clearer the more of their books one read. All of them placed a blanket of literalism over the symbolism and tucked underneath the bed the allegorical meaning of Masonry throughout all their books. Character counting—oh no, not these authors, for Masonry was far too complicated for any Mason to truly understand; they knew, because they were insiders. Actual modern Freemasonry has been about symbolism focusing upon character counting with occasional allusions to historical and even legendary events, but these authors flipped all upside down and forced every fragment of their selected references to relate to their history-making adventures.

One must see, and will see, that their stretching of Masonry into the fabric of history and science made Masonry far more influential that it was, but they avoided how their science was at odds with the majority of the 21st century. But their leaps and stretches were not their largest gaps in logic, not their largest departures from real history, and certainly not their largest offense to the many histories of civilizations that they harassed. 
There is a rather key to understanding their method, though one has to read several of their books to see it clearly. Knight and Lomas pieced together their worldview that challenged everyone, including the Christian church, modern archaeology, modern science. Throughout, they used Freemasonry as the conduit for all of their challenges. The key to unraveling their world-shaking allegations is, ironically, Freemasonry’s character counting, in that they chose just a few points in Masonry to substantiate their entire worldview, maybe twenty points of Masonry’s legendary symbols and allegorical stories—that is all, just about twenty—the legend of Hiram Abiff most of all. They took those few items and pretended to piece together their story. Turn their key and see their entire marketing machine fall apart. Turn the key—their Hiram key—on how Masonry was connected to all. That is, why just twenty items from Masonry? Why just an infinitesimally small selection? It is no wonder they did not reference Albert Pike’s Morals and Dogma or the 21st Scottish Rite manual. 

Piecemeal throughout all of their books, they never, not once, told us how they chose their few pieces from Masonry over the millions of other items they left alone. They pretended to discern Freemasonry by rejecting its symbolic and moral lessons—wholly and wholeheartedly—and then they walked through 5,000 years of earth history and the last 300 years of Masonry history and picked and chose—leaving untouched glaciers of similarly and often more prominent items. They went to the fossil grave yard and picked only a few bones to create their own species of dinosaur, a real Frankenstein concoction, and made that monster challenge not only Freemasonry today, but also modern science and the founding of the USA. Using their key, to be consistent and scientific, if one was going to use Masonry symbols to unravel hitherto unseen mysteries of both the church and modern civilization west of the Himalayas, then—by God—use all of Freemasonry.

Can you see the box they have locked themselves into? How many books do they have out now? I stopped buying at ten. Do they have fifteen? I have no desire to see how many offshoots have come off the presses. Their market-based history making fails the moment its piece-meal high-jacking comes to light. What can we say about the twenty or so items they used as the theoretical backbone for their fossil reconstructions? So why don’t they do it—really—turn their Hiram key! Do not just pull twenty or fifty items from Masonry’s books today. Do not go the Dollar Store to find a new engine for the Space Shuttle. Goodness, if you are going to use Freemasonry—by God—use it all. A scientist puts everything on the table. Turn the Hiram key and look at Freemasonry’s 300+ years and place upon the table of analysis the ten million things this dynamic duo left behind.

Yes, the cow jumped over the moon, snatched some moon cheese, and Freemasonry was responsible—they would like us to believe. In the process, a legend of legions in Masonry was kept in the dark all along. 
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